Comments Received Following the September 20, public meeting and release of
the draft plan:

Please make Middlesex Fells a place for all to enjoy

Maura Hardy [ _

Sent: Monday, September 20,2010 10:29 PM

To:

Comments, Fellstrail (DCR) [Fellstrail. Comments@state.ma.us]

Hello,

I'm writing because I'm concerned about the Department of Conservation and Recreation's
actions relating to Middlesex Fells. Many residents have put time and effort into voicing
their opinions to reach an agreement that would satisfy hikers, bikers, and dog owners. All
of their needs should be taken into account in deciding on a plan for Middlesex Fells and
the Department should not keep delaying action. Dog owners have few nearby locations
like Middlesex Fells where they can bring their dogs to exercise. Dog owners who live in
apartments or who don't have yards rely on bringing their dogs there to exercise, and can
enjoy it even more so if their dogs are allowed to run and exercise off leash. Middlesex Fells
is a great amenity for all those in the community, and everyone should be allowed to enjoy
it equally. Hikers and bikers already have areas of the trail they can enjoy for themselves.
Dogs and their owners should also have an area to enjoy too.

Please consider this and move forward the trail plan for Middlesex Fells.

Thank you,

Maura Pillsbury

From: Chris Thurrott [[||| | GGGGGGG_—_

Sent: Tuesday, September 21, 2010 12:28 PM

To: Sullivan, Rick (DCR)

Cc: Overton, Samantha (DCR); Gove, Nicholas (DCR); Walsh, Thomas M (DCR); Crawford,
Conrad (DCR); Briere, Gary (DCR); mayor@medford.org; Jahnige, Paul (DCR);
friends@fells.org; fells@gbnemba.org

Subject: Re: The Mlddlesex Fells Trails Plan public meeting

Dear Commissioner Sullivan:

Congratulations on such a well-run meeting and professional preparation by your staff. I
am still reading through the content of the trail plan but the research, preparation, and
presentation we saw last night was all very thorough. I'm very glad we've gotten to this
step and am looking forward to working with the DCR through the remainder of the
implementation and the RMP process.



Thank you and best regards,

Chris Thurrott
Biker, hiker, dog owner, equestrian

From: Chip, Robinson [|| Gl

Sent: Tuesday, September 21, 2010 12:29 PM
To: Fellstrail. Comments@state.ma.us
Subject: Feedback on Middlesex Fells

Middlesex Fells are an oasis of natural beauty and sanity. [ was grateful to discover them
when I moved to Boston because they were close and accessible by public transportation
or by bike. [ have occasionally met local people who treat them as a sort of sanctuary where
they don’t want human presence. [ would love to be able to get close to the water,
respecting that it’s a reservoir, but I hope you are able to find a way to maximize the
benefits for all concerned. I prefer to walk and bike in the Fells. Best of luck with the
process.

From: EDChase |

Sent: Tuesday, September 21, 2010 3:25 PM
To: Jahnige, Paul (DCR)
Subject: comments on middlesex fells

[ don't mind if dogs are off-leash as long as they will come when the owner calls them
(Am not a dog owner but love to see them in the park)

Would be nice to keep bikes off the rock circuit and the skyline - a lot of it is not suitable
for bikes anyway.

please, please, keep any motorized vehicles out. And would be nice to have a number to call
to report such things (have only seen it twice but better to be prepared)

There used to be a notice up - that bikes were NOT permitted from like November to
April- but it never said why - and I always wondered - people are more apt to do things
when a good reason is given [ would think.

[s there any way the police can do "stings" and try and catch the people who

smash the windshields ? mine was smashed once - and just the other day, [ saw the

tell tale glass next to the virgina wood parking area - meaning someone else had been hit.
A safe place to park is key.

Rob Auffrey [ G

Sent: Tuesday, September 21, 2010 4:09 PM
To:
Comments, Fellstrail (DCR) [Fellstrail. Comments@state.ma.us]



Attachments:

Fells SiteWalks Notice (2).docx (22 KB)[Open as Web Page]

['ve read the draft and I think it is a good start for equitable use for mountain biking. My
only comment at this time is that making Virginia Woods open only to pedestrians puts
mountain bikers traveling from the south east sections to the north east sections into
traffic, on the wrong side of Woodland Road (no sidewalks) or cuts them off from accessing
Whip Hill, etc trails. We need a trail or dirt road through the V.W. section. One that goes
around the "bottom" or "top" would suffice. Otherwise bikers will ignore signs and ride
through the middle of V.W. as they do now.

[ do hope that dog walkers can obtain some legal off-leash access as well.

From: [

Sent: Tuesday, September 21, 2010 3:49 PM
To: Jahnige, Paul (DCR)
Subject: Re: (no subject) // question

Sir:
[ was unable to stay for the whole fandango last night. Is it true you said that hiking and
mountain bikes have an equal impact on trails?

T. Lincoln
Medford

From: Mark Hanson [_]

Sent: Tuesday, September 21, 2010 4:41 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Middlesex Fells Reservation Trail Plan

[ just read your proposed trail plan for the Middlesex Fells and wish to make a few short
comments about it:

1)  am very encouraged that you have produced this plan, I think overall it is excellent and
look forward to the implementation of it.

2) I strongly support your proposal to improve the amount of single track available to
mountain bikers by making other trails multi-use.

3) I strongly support your proposal to allow off leash dogs at sheep fold.

4) Simplifying the trial network by closing off a lot of the dead end trails, or 'spider
network' trails will make navigating the trail network a lot easier.

5) Good maps provided by the DCR will be a significant improvement. The maps you posted
showing the trail system on the trail plan section of the web site are excellent and far better
than any of the maps I was able to find on the DCR web site up till this point:



http://www.mass.gov/dcr/news/publicmeetings/materials/greenwaystrails/mapEmidfell
s.pdf

6) When creating maps and improving signage I have found the system used at Lynn
Woods where each trail intersection is numbered so if you need to find where you are you
just look for the same number on the map to be excellent. Introducing a similar system in
the Fells would significantly help navigation.

7) About parking, at the Marjam entrance to the Fells could the signage be improved to
clearly indicate where parking is allowed as | understand that Marjam owns the parking
area where [ see quite a few Fells users commonly parking, sometimes Marjam has these
cars removed, and I think the people in question simply do not know they should not be
parking here.

8) I liked your diplomatic handling of FOF vs NEMBA issue. [ am a strong mountain biking
advocate but that does not mean I do not also love walking in the Fells and want to protect
it for my children. [ really hope that FOF will accept these changes and allow us (NEMBA) to
work with them to improve the Fells for everyone. I am encouraged by your leadership on
this trail plan, and am hopeful that with this continued leadership you will get all
stakeholders working for the greater good.

[ am an active Fells users who is often found hiking with my kids, walking my dog, riding
my bike in the Fells. | moved to Melrose specifically because it was close to the Fells. It is a
fantastic natural resource.

Please keep up this excellent work, it is great to see that the DCR is actively working to
improve the Fells and [ wish you the best of luck.

Mark Hanson

Melrose MA

From: Paul Novosad [-]

Sent: Tuesday, September 21, 2010 8:58 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Well done.

Folks,

The draft plan looks great. As a hiker, dog walker and mountain biker in the Fells, I'm
happy to see a plan that should improve the condition of the Fells for all of its users.

Involving users in protection of the Fells environment seems essential. While [ am not a
member of any of the involved groups (e.g. NEMBA, Friends, etc.),  hope DCR plans to



create opportunities for people like me to be involved in making the Fells a more enjoyable
place for all of us.

Regards,

Paul Novosad

From: Gail Page |_]

Sent: Wednesday, September 22,2010 8:56 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: Gail Page; Bob Rowlands

Subject: Regulate bike usage in Fells

Hello,

[ am a hiker and enjoy hiking in the Fells regularly. As a matter of fact, we recently moved
to Woburn, in part because it is near the Fells.

Biking
[ have been reading about the issue of mountain bike vs pedestrian use of trails in the Fells.

Recently when hiking, I saw a number of bikers. They were all polite. However, some were
not on the trail designated for biking.

There can be no arguing with the fact that bicycles tear up terrain more than a walking
human.

Therefore, it makes sense to me that mountain bike usage continue to be limited to a
designated trail and that there be monitoring of this usage, with some kind of fine for
scofflaws, to discourage disregard for the rules.

Ultimately, this will benefit all, as the hiking trails will need less maintenance and bicycle
user groups can focus on helping with the maintenance of the biking trail.

Dogs
[ support an off-leash area for dogs - the Sheepfold or elsewhere. Again, the leash law

elsewhere should be monitored, as possible, with a fine to discourage ignoring the rule.

Thanks for listening,



Gail Page

Woburn, MA

From: Kris Goldizen |_]

Sent: Wednesday, September 22,2010 8:56 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Subject: Fells Trails Plan

Dear DCR,

First let me say thank you for all the work you've done and clear concerns shown for fixing
several issues with the Fells trail system. As an avid mountain biker, I consider it a
privilege to ride my bike on trails in a beautiful place so close to urban Boston. I attended
the public meeting on Monday, September 20th, 2010 regarding the development of a new
Resource Management Plan for the Fells. Itis clear that there are several user groups who
are passionate about the Fells and their choice of recreation.

After reviewing the draft trail plan, I believe there is a clear bias towards hiking/hikers in
comparison to mountain bikers. The draft trail plan comments several times on "biking on
hiking only trails" but never is there a mention of "hiking on biking only trails". And
obviously this is because there are no "biking only" trails. Section 3 (page 26-27) of the
draft trail plan describes (quite well) the mountain bikers experience and desires for types
of trails and terrain when mountain biking. I'd like to draw specific attention to the
comments about the importance of singletrack and loop trails and yet there are only two
miles of singletrack track trails open to bikers in the Fells. Thus, it should come as no
surprise that mountain bikers are riding on "hiking only" trails because these are the
singletrack trails identified by the DCR as important to mountain bikers. In keeping with
their bias towards hikers, the DCR could only expect more user conflicts if biking was
allowed on current "hiking only" trails so I don't expect completely equal treatment in that
regard. The solution then is simple, provide mountain bikers with their own singletrack
trails that are designated for biking. These trails do not have to be "biking only" but rather
have proper signage indicating the trail is designated for mountain biking trail and all other
users be aware and perhaps yield to riders. Simply put, you cannot expect mountain bikers
to stay off their beloved singletrack, so provide them with their own and the user conflicts
will reduce.

[ do not speak for NEMBA but as a member I believe they are an excellent resource for
understanding the types of trails that would be sustainable and fun and could be used for
the designated biking trails. Also, the DCR will likely have a small army of trail builders and
trail maintenance workers through NEMBA for sustaining these trails at no cost to the DCR.
Mountain bikers want fun, flowing singletrack trails where they can ride with little worry
of disruptions from other users just like other users don't want disruptions from bikers.
Providing singletrack trails designated as mountain biking trails will solve this problem.

Thank you,



Kris Goldizen

From: Tom Martin |_]

Sent: Wednesday, September 22,2010 11:06 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Plans Comments

Hello:

[ thought you did a good job facilitating the other night. Thanks for the work you have
done.

From my perspective, | see dogs as a big issue. People allow their dogs to swim in the
water; they wander unleashed everywhere, and they don't pick up after their dogs, or they
pick up but then leave the bags on trail.

[ know the water is probably outside of your domain, however, the holes in the fence by the
Sheepfold is one of their primary access points. Perhaps you are responsible for the
fencing?

From: Adam Glick |_]

Sent: Tuesday, September 21, 2010 9:45 PM
To: Jahnige Paul
Subject: Page 47, implementation table clarification

Hi Paul,
In the implementation table on Page 47, the Winter closure policy is listed March 1 - April
15 and not March 1 - March 31 as described in several other places. I think the "as

conditions warrant" makes sense though.

Just wanted to bring it to your attention.

From: Walter Kittredge [_]

Sent: Tuesday, September 21, 2010 1:22 PM
To: Jahnige, Paul (DCR)
Subject: Dark Hollow Pond Trail



Hi Paul,

Thank you for your presentation last night and the hard work that went into the draft plan.
[ will send comments on it to the public commentary when ['ve had time to go over it.

For now [ would like to correct a naming error on the maps you had up in the hall (and in
the draft plan) concerning the Dark Hollow POND Trail. It is not now, nor has it ever been
called, the Dark Hollow Trail. Prior to 1994 there was a short Dark Hollow Trail blazed in
yellow that split off from the DHPT on its southern end, turned west to the trestle road,
crossed that and went south for 60 feet, then cut back over the hill that looks over the pond,
ending at the top of Dark Hollow. This trail was dropped from the 1994 map, and it's blaze
color transferred to the DHPT, although the blazes were never removed or painted out
from the abandoned trail.

There is also a portion of the DHPT that is in error on the maps. The northern end of the
trail on the east side of Bear Hill is shown as being the one closer to Rt. 93 nearer the
bottom of the hill. This is an unblazed illegal trail. The official trail is the one higher up the
slope, closer to the summit, which is immediately evident if you study the official map. Last
April I led a team of volunteers on Park Serve Day to clear and re-blaze the DHPT. It had
originally been blazed in blue, but the blaze color on the trees was never changed to yellow
when the new map came out in 1994, and blue was reassigned to the Cross Fells Trails.
Given this, it's not surprising that the official trail fell out of use and there was some
confusion as to which trail it was.

best regards,Walter

Walter Kittredge, Botanist
Harvard University Herbaria
Board Member, Friends of the Fells
Member, NEMBA

From: Stephen Paul Linder [spl@cs.dartmouth.edu]

Sent: Thursday, September 23, 2010 4:47 PM

To: Stephen Linder; Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Subject: Middlesex Fells Trials Management Plan feedback
Middlesex Fells Trials Management Plan feedback

1. Provide pave multi-use trials that parallel the border roads and parkways. Currently
most of the roads are dangerous for bicyclists. These roads are in a park and their traffic
should be calmed, but separate paths might be the only solution for cyclists and
pedestrians. It seems a shame that people feel that they need to drive to the Fells because
the park roads are unsafe. Also, some of these roads should be returned to their original
gravel state, and be closed on weekends and during the day so that cyclists and runners can
use them.



2. In order to facilitate the natural experience while using the Fells install sound fencing
along all the major automobile arteries through the Fells, or reduce speeds and traffic
volume, so as to restore the natural silence that should be found in the Fells.

3. While self policing is a great goal we know this is not sufficient. Take as an example
automobile drivers. How many of the drivers on the way home from the public meeting did
not break a traffic law? If we as a society can not follow the laws for driving why are we
going to follow the rules while in the woods. How often does some one get a ticket in the
Fells? I have never seen a ranger or any other law enforcement personnel on the trials in
the Fells.

4. A half million Americans a year get bitten by dogs. Just because there are many dogs in
the Fells does not give them an inherent right to use the Fells. If you are going to require
people to get permits to be off trial then there should be no dogs off leash and leashes
should be limited to just several feel in length. Why should dogs have more privileges than
people?

5. There is less than an hour window in the morning after a snow storm to ski on the trials
before folks begin walking on the ski tracks. While it probably will never happen because
people won't listen to the rules there should be cross country ski trials developed for skiers
exclusive use for the few days a year that there is sufficient snow cover. Currently the only
reliable place to ski is on the frozen ponds.

6.1 disagree that there are only a few 100 spots that need trial work. I would say more than
half the fire road mileage need major rebuilding so they become gravel/crushed stone
paths again. This would provide access to the woods to people who otherwise can not
navigate the rock trials including the elderly, the physically challenged, and people with
strollers. It would also provide opportunity to recreate for those with bicycles but do not
have mountain bikes.

7.1 have spent several weekend afternoons pruning rose bushes off one the fire roads to
make them passable. | have volunteered to do trial work with the Friends of the Fells but
there seems to be no mechanism for me to get involved. Without significant commitment to
fire road maintenance some of them are unsafe as multi-use trials. Some places are so over
grown that only a narrow path exists without room for people to pass. In other section
there are so many looses rocks that they are dangerous. Bikes can kick up rocks, loose
control, etc, people can sprain ankles.

8, While it might be true in general that mountain bikers and hikes have the same impact
on a trial this it does not seem to be always true . When bikes pass through muddy areas
they seem to have a much larger impact. Bikers also loosen small stones more than hikers,
especially on steep uphills more.

9. Currently most of the fire roads, except those around the reservoirs on Winchester land,
are in such bad condition that a runner is unable to maintain a smooth cadence. All effort
should be made to officially allow use of the fire roads around the reservoirs . [ have been



running on them for 30 years and they are a resource not found else where in the park.
This appears to be because of two reasons: the roads around the reservoir have fewer
steep grades and erode less quickly, and there has probably been occasional maintenance
over the years.

10. Off trial use of the park is one of the reasons we have this park. [ agree that groups
larger than a certain size should have permits, but walking cross country is one of the
things that children should learn to do. I think much more of an issue are the groups of
mostly teenagers that go into the park to party, swim, drink and light campfires. If you can
stop this type of use many of the side trials would disappear.

11. 1 have been taking climbers into the Fells for 25 years with the AMC and MITOC.
Climbing requires off trail use of the park. In general the climbing areas are cleaner than
the other rocky areas of the park because the climbers pick up the trash. Climbing is mostly
localized to the south east corner, constraining its impact.This use should not be infringed. I
can be the contact person for rock climbing or you can contact Paul Dale of the AMC
Mountaineering Committee or the Access Fund, who routinely negotiate climbing
management policy with local and federal governments.

12. Trash barrels should be provide at the park entrances and major intersections. One is
more likely to pick up someone else's trash if it can dispose of it in a short while.

13. Prescribed burns should be done periodically to control invasive species and help
prevent catastrophic fires. Smoking should be prohibited in the summer in the park.

14. If all trail are going to routed away from wetlands, then boardwalks should be built
with viewing areas so that people can observe some of the wet lands.

Thank you for a chance to comment on you plan.

Dr. Stephen Paul Linder

Phone message 9/23/10

John Pignoni

Wakfield (formerly Stoneham)

[ would like to express my deep concern about off-leash dogs in Fells. I have a particular
perspective in which my nose has basically been bitten off by my neighbor’s pit bull and my
mother has been bitten by a Yorkshire terrier. These were not in the Fells, but these were
two different dogs that can bite. My mother’s bite caused her to get an infection.

[ strongly disagree with any opinion that allows off-leash dogs at the Fells. This is a very
sensitive area. The fact that 400 hundred condos are going up in the area will make
matters worse. By making an off-leash dog area would exacerbate the issue and everyone
would run amuck in the Fells. Owners believe this is a right, but [ do not believe it is.



[ have been walking the trails and ponds, and the fact that your rangers can’t defend the
fishing in that area is causing concern. On weekends when your rangers do not work there
are a lot of violations.

From: Diane Ballestas [_]

Sent: Sunday, September 26, 2010 9:48 AM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Subject: Thank you..

[ live in Cambridge and work at Lawrence Memorial Hospital in Medford and have been
using the the Fells since 1996 for running, hiking, biking and skiing. The lack of good single
track in the Fells has forced me to take my biking to Harold Parker and Wompatck which
are both pretty far from Cambridge. I am very green and have been resentful that the Fells
(especially the orange loop) has been so shut off to bikers because of hikers not wanting to
share the trails and that [ have to waste gas just to go ride some decent single-track. Itis a
sad state of affairs when a single group of people can have so much power. I mostly hike
the fells and when [ do see bikers they are very respectful of my safety. I am delighted that
the Orange loop will be opened up to bikers and truly hope it will stay that way. NEMBA is
a great organization and I know they will help take wonderful care of the Reservoir trail. |
personally will too as I do everywhere [ bike. Thank you again for making the Fells a more
equitable place for all users.

Diane Ballestas
Cambridge, MA

From: Walter Kittredge [oaknashnthorn@gmail.com]

Sent: Sunday, September 26, 2010 4:19 PM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Subject: Dark Hollow Pond Trail

The current DCR Trail System proposals have prompted me to share a relevant project that
['ve been working on this Summer. As a biologist finishing up a floristic survey of the Fells I
wanted to contribute something to the Reservation as part of the United Nations
International Year of Biodiversity. For this I chose to delineate the unique features which
can be observed following the Dark Hollow Pond Trail, at the observation points described
below.

Please note that this official trail is blazed in yellow as found on the current map of the
Fells, and has nothing to do with the unblazed, illegal trail incorrectly referred to as the
"Dark Hollow Trail" in the DCR Trail System draft section 6.9. This section proposes
creating "1-3 official designated multi-use routes" in this area which is in contradiction to
section 6.1, which calls for eliminating redundant trails. There is already an official trail
here, the Dark Hollow Pond Trail, which is a great hiking trail. There are a few fall lines that
need to be corrected on it, but the proposed illegal trails have just as many fall lines that
would also need to be corrected, thus using this argument to close the official trail in favor
of the illegal trails is specious. Granting legal status to illegal trails would reward bad
behavior by encouraging people to make more illegal trails wherever they want to have a



new trail, contrary to the goals of section 6.1. The proposed new trail would use a section of
illegal trail on Bear Hill that is very close to Rt. 93. In one area the trail is only 10 feet from
the rusty chain-link fence and in full view and sound of the noisy highway. The official Dark
Hollow Pond Trail by contrast is much further up-slope away from the highway and much
quieter and more enjoyable as a result. Finally, section 6.1 also calls for the elimination of
spider-web trails north of Dark Hollow Pond, but routing a new trail through the area on
existing illegal trails would enable access to these spider-web trails, making it harder to
keep them closed. Closing all the illegal trails into and through this area would make
enforcement of illegal trail closures much simpler. The current official Dark Hollow Pond
Trail doesn’t have spider-web trails coming off it in this area, and is thus the logical trail to
retain.

Nature Trails in the Middlesex Fells Reservation
Discovering the Dark Hollow Pond Trail

By Walter Kittredge, Botanist

Harvard University Herbaria

©2010

The Middlesex Fells Reservation provides a great diversity of topography, geology, wildlife
and plants to explore, and the Dark Hollow Pond Trail is a great place to start. The trail is
3/4 of a mile long travelling north and south parallel to Rt. 93. Access is from parking on
Fallon Road near the fire road at gate 21 on the north side of Bear Hill. The trail skirts the
east flank of Bear Hill, crosses a fire road and then the old trolley road, finally hugging the
west shore of Dark Hollow Pond, ending at gate 24. In its short course it passes through
over a dozen different habitats.

Habitat 1 - Roadside

A short walk from Fallon Road along the fire road to Bear Hill brings you to the trailhead.
As is typical of many entry areas, the roadway is full of introduced and invasive plants,
which results when native vegetation is removed and a permanent opening is created in
the forest. Roadways fragment the forest by cutting into it and providing avenues for non-
native plants to penetrate into the interior. Look for one of the most common invasives
found along roadways which is Mugwort with its silvery lobed leaves and allergy causing
pollen. Many invasive plants produce prolific fruit at a young age that are widely spread by
birds, such as Multiflora Rose, Glossy Buckthorn and the Oriental Bittersweet vine.
Fortunately there is a positive side to roadways as well, as these sunny open edges are also
habitat for native plants like Pussy Willow that provides the first prolific pollen and nectar
for bees. Black Cherries bloom and fruit abundantly here. Look for tent caterpillar nests in
their branches, which provide protein for birds to raise their young. Several kinds of
Blackberries grow here with berries that are enjoyed by birds and people alike. Look for
the low arching Bristly Blackberry which has long soft bristles, the tall arching Allegheny
Blackberry with its stout prickles, and the bluish canes of Black Raspberry.

Habitat 2 - White Pine-Oak-Beech Forest
As you start up the trail just to the right (west) is a small cluster of Beech mixed with White
Pine and Oak. Note the large dead tree trunk with a ring of Beech trees around it, and a



second ring of saplings around them. Beech trees sprout from the root and this colonial
expansion is much faster than can be accomplished by seedlings. Many of the stands of
Beech you see in the forest are derived from the roots of a single tree. Unlike Oak, Beech is
very sensitive to fire, and so its increase in the Fells has been aided by the suppression of
forest fires. Climate change may also be playing a part, as total rainfall for New England has
increased 5% in the last thirty years. A third factor is that as the forest matures it makes a
dense overhead canopy of shade, resulting in the forest becoming cooler and moister. All
these factors together create a feedback loop of increasingly moist microclimates favoring
Beech and Maple over Oak and Pine.

Habitat 3 - Mixed Oak Forest

The trail begins in a forest of Mixed Oak trees at the base of the north side of Bear Hill, the
highest hill in the Fells at 317 feet. Mature Black Birch with its shiny black bark is common
among the Oaks here, indicating there had been a fire in this area many years ago, as
birches are a pioneer species whose seeds require bare soil for germination. Black Birch is
also called Sweet Birch because the twigs taste of wintergreen. Fire favors Oaks which have
fire-tolerant bark, and re-sprout from the base if the tops are killed. The Oaks are mature
with high crowns that create deep shade and a sparse open understory. Mapleleaf
Viburnum grows here with showy white flowers in May and dark blue fruit in Fall, and is
one of the commonest woodland shrubs in the Fells. The fruit is a drupe, like cherries, with
a fleshy outer coating around a single hard stone containing the seed. In Spring look for the
white woodland flowers of Wild Sarsaparilla, Solomon's-seal, Starflower and Mayflower. In
the Fall the first two have blue berries, the Twinflower's are white, and the Mayflower's are
red. Colonies of White Wood Asters add some late season color to the forest floor.

Habitat 4 - Hemlock-White Pine-Oak Forest

As the trail begins to climb up a steep slope there is a grove of Witch-Hazel shrubs with
wide scalloped leaves. Their flowers are the last to bloom in the Fall with four narrow wavy
yellow petals. The number of evergreen trees increases quickly as the trail enters Hemlock-
White Pine-Oak Forest. Hemlock forests are typical of steep cooler north and east slopes,
and this one wraps around the hill following the trail along the east slope. Hemlocks are
under attack from the invasive Woolly Adelgid which was introduced from Asia. These
insects suck the sap from the tree reducing the food available to it until it dies. Look for the
egg sacks which look like a cottony white mass on the branches. Control by spraying
pesticides is impractical on a forest scale, but there may be hope from biological controls
now being explored. As the Hemlocks die off they are mostly succeeded by the pioneer tree
Black Birch, and by Sugar Maple. The soft delicate sprays of fern here are the sweet-
smelling Hay-scented Fern. Look for mats of small dark green evergreen leaves that are
creeping Partridgeberry. It has sweet-scented paired tubular white flowers in the Summer,
followed by red berries with two "eyes," where the flowers grew.

Habitat 5 - Red Oak-Sugar Maple Transition Forest

As you continue along the level trail notice the increase in Sugar Maple trees signifying a
shift in the forest composition. Sugar Maples, like Beeches, thrive in the absence of fire.
There is a large wind-snapped White Pine tree here that has fallen creating a gap in the
forest. As the tree trunk rots it will provide habitat for wood rotting fungi, mosses, insects



and animals. The pile of brush it left provides cover for birds and chipmunks. This new
sunny opening will allow the understory saplings of mostly Sugar Maple and a few Red
Oaks to grow up rapidly, replacing the evergreen trees. Just beyond the fallen pine is a large
dying Hemlock. Looking up into its canopy you can see there is very little green left. As the
trail climbs again there are Poison Ivy vines with their three shiny leaves. At the top of the
hill the trail passes between Allegheny Blackberry with five leaflets on the left, and Red
Raspberry with three leaflets whitened below on the right. Another thorny plant here is
Catbrier or Greenbrier, a climbing vine with green branches and large round leaves.

Habitat 6 - Forest Seep Community

The trail now dips down into a hollow with a nice rock seat overlooking it. There is a Forest
Seep in the cove here, the extra moisture encouraging a lush growth of ferns like the
evergreen Christmas Fern, which provides year-round greenery. Other ferns to look for are
Cinnamon Fern with narrow erect cinnamon brown fertile fronds in the Spring, and the
graceful Lady Fern, which can be recognized by the deep groove on the upper side of its
stem. There are thirty-four Ferns and Fern allies in the Fells, mostly found in shady moist
areas, with the exception of Bracken Fern, which grows in dry woodlands. Moist habitats
like this are the most common place to find large tall straight Ash trees with their feathery
compound leaves. Look for Solomon's-Seal with greenish hanging paired flowers followed
by blue berries, and False Solomon's-seal with a terminal bunch of white flowers followed
by red berries. Climbing out of the seep the forest has a rich mix of large Hemlock, White
Pine, Red Oak, Shagbark Hickory, White Ash and Sugar Maple trees. Look for the lavender
flowers of Wild Geranium here with its palmately lobed leaves. The creeping vine with five
leaflets is Woodbine or Virginia Creeper, a relative of grapes.

Habitat 7 - Hickory-Hop Hornbeam Woodland

At the top of the next rise the trail passes to one side of a sunny habitat where the canopy
thins out and the trees are much shorter. The dominant trees are Pignut Hickory with shiny
compound leaves and tight blocky bark. Hop Hornbeam growing with them in
theunderstory has curly strips of bark giving them a shaggy dog look. The grassy looking
ground cover is Pennsylvania Sedge, the most common sedge in the Fells. The evergreen
tree and saplings here are Red Cedar, which is a pioneer species that requires the full sun of
open areas. This habitat often occurs on south and east upper slopes just below rock
outcrops and summits.

Habitat 8 - Circumneutral Talus Slope

As the path descends into another cove there is a sprawling plant of Bedstraw with eight
leaves at each joint, and tiny white flowers. At the bottom of the slope the trail joins an
illegal trail and passes along the base of a Circumneutral Talus Slope. The rocks and soil are
loose and still moving, making this a naturally disturbed habitat. There are several
interesting plants growing here including Bloodroot, Early Buttercup, and Early Saxifrage,
and a small tree of Hackberry. Due to the natural disturbance there are also a lot of invasive
plants on the slope including Garlic Mustard, Oriental Bittersweet and Black Jetbead, which
is a new invasive with large white flowers in the Spring and black berries in the Fall. Look
for a large tree with long strips of bark peeling off, this is a Shagbark Hickory.



Habitat 9 - Rich Mesic Forest

At the bottom of the talus slope is a habitat that is dominated by Sugar Maple with
Bitternut Hickory, Basswood, EIm, and White Ash trees. This forest typically occurs in east-
facing mid-slope coves like this, and have very deep rich topsoils, up to two feet deep here.
Leaf litter is mostly absent as the soft Maple leaves decompose rapidly. Look for the ferny
leaves and tiny white flowers of Sweet Cicely, and the stiff many-lobed leaves of the related
Sanicle. There are three springs beside the trail that create another ferny Forest Seep here.
Look for the purple-hooded three-leaved Jack-in-the-Pulpit in Spring, and its spike of red
berries in the Fall. Just before the trail turns left there is an American Elm tree with a fluted
base and rough serrate leaves. Across the trail from it is a Pagoda Dogwood bush. Unlike all
the other Dogwoods this species has alternate leaves. A leaf slowly pulled apart will have
silky sap threads connecting the veins. A short distance off the trail up the fire road in the
opposite direction there is a giant Bitternut Hickory tree on the left. It is over 90 feet tall, 8
feet around and probably about 200 years old. After over a century of growth without
cutting, the Fells is now a complex ecosystem that is self-regulated and self-directed, rather
than being managed by humans. As a result there are trees of all age classes with giant
trees like this, large snags and downed logs, many mature trees, and even more saplings in
gaps. This vertical complexity creates ideal habitat conditions for wildlife, which is very
diverse in the Fells as a result.

Habitat 10 - Woodland Vernal Pool

Following the trail down the fire road there is a small Woodland Vernal Pool away to the
left, which is fed by the streams that run down into it through the Forest Seep. Vernal pools
are the only habitat that salamanders, wood frogs, and fairy shrimp breed in. The
salamanders and frogs live in the woodlands surrounding the pool. There are over 100
vernal pools in the Fells making it one of the most important conservation areas for this
habitat. In Spring, look for the deep blue flowers of Blue Marsh Violet mingling with the
bright yellow flowers of Golden Ragwort.

Habitat 11 - Red Maple Swamp Forest

The outlet stream from the vernal pool meanders through a Red Maple Swamp. There is a
very large American Elm tree here with a large fluted base. This buttressing helps anchor
the tree as its roots in the wetland are very shallow, staying near the surface to maximize
the amount of air available to them. Elms growing on dry soils don't exhibit this trait. Most
Elms succumb to Dutch Elm Disease before they get this large. This tree is either resistant
to the disease or is isolated enough to have escaped it. Poison Ivy with its three shiny
leaflets grows lushly here, both as a low shrub and a vine climbing the trees. Jewelweed, an
herb with juicy stems and showy orange flowers also grows in the swamp, and is an
antidote to the rash caused by Poison Ivy.

Habitat 12 - Oak Forests

Leaving the fire road the trail goes right (south) and enters a mosaic of Mixed Oak, Oak-
Hickory and White Pine - Oak Forest habitats, that grow from here to the Trolley Road.
Notice that the Sugar Maple starts to drop out as you move away from the Rich Mesic
Forest. The distinction between these habitats is not large, mainly being a matter of the
presence or absence of White Pine and Pignut or Shagbark Hickory growing with the Oaks.



Look for delicate drifts of Windflower in the Spring, with their large single white flowers
above five-parted leaves. The trail now comes to the old bed of the trolley line left from the
days when a trolley ran through the Fells with a stop at the Sheepfold.

Habitat 13 - Pond Community

The trail crosses the end of the trolley road and enters a small hollow on the north end of
Dark Hollow Pond. The Beech forest here is protected from fire by growing in this moist
area. Beeches are very common along the cool east-facing slopes of the west shore. The
pond itself is part of the Mystic River Watershed, as is the entire Fells. Runoff from the
highway has resulted in the water being a cloudy greenish color. With only a few
intermittant streams feeding the pond there is almost no flushing and so pollutants are
concentrated. White and Yellow Water Lilies thrive in the enriched water, as do the
submersed strings of feathery-leaved Milfoil. Look for Black Cormorants that fly in from the
coast to fish here.

Habitat 14 - Shoreline Community

The shoreline is ringed with patches of the tall invasive Giant Reed Grass which thrives in
the saline water caused by road salt. Invasive plants of Gray Willow and Yellow Iris are also
common on the shoreline, all of which crowd out the native shrubs of Highbush Blueberry,
Sweet Pepperbush, Canadian Shadbush, Swamp Azalea, Fetterbush, and Silky Dogwood.
These shrubs with their white flowers provide pollen and nectar for bees, leaves for high-
protein caterpillars to eat, which birds use to raise their brood, cover for nests, and berries
for mature birds to feed on. The invasive plants provide nothing in the way of food as no
native insects eat them, and they make no edible fruit. Halfway along the trail you come out
on a sunny rocky promontory with a very scenic view down the length of the pond. Beyond
that the trail passes by the bottom of the trolley line Trestle Bridge, which is very
impressive seen from below. The trail continues along the west shore with scenic views of
the pond all the way to its south end at gate 24.

From: John [mailto:_]

Sent: Sunday, September 26, 2010 1:29 AM
To: Jahnige, Paul (DCR)
Subject: Clarification

Hi Paul
Can I get a quick clarification from you. In reference to designating the Virginia Wood trail
as pedestrian-only:

-Does that mean just the singletrack in that area, or would that ban bikes from the fireroads
too?

-Also when you say Virginia Wood, do you mean the entire rectangle of Fells between Pond
St/Woodland Rd/Ravine Rd/Fellsway East? Or is the Virginia Wood subset of that block of

land?

Thanks



John
FellsBiker.com

September 27, 2010
Mr. Joe Orfant
Director of Planning and Resource Protection
Department of Conservation and Recreation
251 Causeway Street
Boston, MA 02114
Dear Mr. Orfant:
Thank you for the presentation of the Draft Trail System Plan for the Middlesex Fells
Reservation on Monday night, September 20th. This letter seeks clarification of several key
differences between what was presented at the meeting and what is contained in the draft
that became available on the 21st. We will be providing more detailed responses during the
comment period, but we wanted to get clarification quickly to better understand the draft
plan. We suggest that clarifications in response to this letter be posted on the DCR web site
so the public too can benefit from a better understanding of what changes are proposed at
the Fells and the implementation schedule.
We understand and appreciate that DCR has devoted resources and worked hard on this
draft, and we look forward to continuing to work with you to improve it and to provide
input on the full Resource Management Plan (RMP) slated to begin in November.
We ask that you please clarify in writing the following:
- Will any decisions in the draft Trail Plan or actions proposed therein be taken before
the end of the comment period in November?
Which actions do you anticipate will be implemented after the comment period has
ended but before the full RMP is completed?
How and why was it decided that some issues would be decided through the RMP
process and others would be implemented prior to the completion of an RMP?
Specifically, we are confused about the timing indicated in the table that begins on page 46
of the draft and what participants in the public meeting heard on Monday night.
Our understanding based on the presentation was that the draft Trail Plan would be a
component of a full RMP and that no significant changes in trail use would be made until
that process was completed. However, in response to a question from an attendee at the
presentation, Paul indicated that the proposed change to the Reservoir Trail might occur
before the RMP is completed. The table in the draft also indicates that other important
actions will occur before the planned RMP process is complete—not only for the Reservoir
Trail, but for the Dark Hollow Pond route, for the winter closure policy for mountain biking,
for areas designated as off-leash for dogs and establishment of a hiking-only area. We
believe these are all significant management decisions that would best be decided in the
context of the full RMP process along with the many other trail management options
outlined in the draft plan’s suggested implementation schedule. For the RMP process to be
meaningful and credible, these decisions should not be finalized and implemented outside
of it.



We agree that implementation measures that would not significantly change the nature of a
trail could take place before the RMP process is complete, including increased enforcement,
improved signage, creation of trail maps, public education, and closing redundant trails.
Thank you for responding to our questions. We appreciate that DCR is dedicating the
resources for an RMP for the Middlesex Fells Reservation to help inform decisions at the
complex and highly used location. We know that a significant amount of new data on
natural resources found in the Fells will be available shortly and should be considered in
decisions for changing existing trails or uses.
Sincerely,
Heather Clish
Deputy Director of Conservation
Appalachian Mountain Club
Nancy Goodman
Vice President for Policy
Environmental League of Massachusetts
John J. Clarke
Director of Public Policy and Government Relations
Mass Audubon
James McCaffrey
Director
Sierra Club, Massachusetts Chapter
David A. Bryant
Director of Government Relations
The Trustees of Reservations
cc: Commissioner Rick Sullivan
Paul Jahnige, DCR
Conrad Crawford, DCR
Stephanie Cooper, DCR

From: Mike Ryan [mailto:_]

Sent: Tuesday, September 28, 2010 10:36 AM
To: Crawford, Conrad (DCR)
Subject: conversion of Reservation begins

Conrad,

The sense of disappointment and disillusionment found in the September 27 letter sent by
the AMC, TTOR, Sierra Club, and the Environmental League [cc'd to you] stems directly
from the assurances made by Commissioner Sullivan in his letter earlier this month sent
those groups that the Fells Trails System Plan would essentially remain in draft form until a
RMP process had been completed, save for protective measures:

“Enforcement and Conflict Issues

You note the importance of addressing enforcement and user conflict issues at the
Middlesex Fells now. We agree, and this is precisely why it is important for us to move
forward with the Trail System planning process, even in advance of the completion of the



RMP. As you note, addressing these issues at the Fells is important for both resource
protection and the recreational experience, and I trust you will see how

the recommendations ofthe Trail System Plan move us forward in this regard.

Conclusion and Recommendation

Finally, [ would like to thank you again for your comments and participation in this process.
[ am pleased that we are able to meet your concerns by advancing the timeline for the RMP
for the Fells, and also as you suggest, by moving forward with many of the
recommendations of the draft trails plan including closure of bootleg trails, signage,
education, enforcement and addressing user conflict.”

[Sullivan email to McCaffrey, September 2, 2010]

Instead, the 50 page Plan puts forth an agenda, phased to begin immediately, to convert
hiking trails to bike use to “Improve the Mountain Biking Trail User Experience”:

DCR proposals for conversion to mountain bike use:
Reservoir Trail
Dark Hollow Pond Trail
Cross Fells Trail
Crystal Springs Trail

Create new mountain bike trails:
Create three mountain bike trails from Bear Hill Parking area to Sheepfold
Create mountain bike trail from Flynn Rink to southern end of Spot Pond

The authors of the report deny outright the unique natural qualities of the forest
Reservation which have been preserved since the Fells inception in 1894.

Instead of honoring and truly protecting the natural features of the Fells which serve as
refuge for foxes, coyotes, scores of vernal pools and a documented 851 plant species
including 567 native species, providing young and old alike refuge from the world of
concrete and machines, the DCR report states that is is imperative to "Improve the
Mountain Biking Trail User Experience" beginning with the immediate conversion of
one of the most family used trails — the Reservoir Trail — into a bike trail.

The report re-frames the Fells Forest Reservation as a "urban park" where solitude is not a
value to be expected:

However, the Fells is a popular and heavily used destination. It is not a wilderness
area. While users may be able to find moments of solitude in the Fells at certain
places, seasons or times of the day, users should not necessarily expect to find
solitude in all instances, nor expect that moments of solitude might not be disturbed
by other users. [p. 28]

Audubon has classified the Fells as an 'Important Bird Area" [IBA] due to the Reservation's
rare setting providing contiguous forest cover serving migrating birds, but to Paul Jahnige,
the report's author, the most pressing needs are to begin aggressively converting the



majority of Fells trails into bike trails, beyond the 35 miles of trails already permitted and
unimpeded illegal bike use already present.

Note that there is no enforcement of any of the rules and regulations [pp. 36-37]. Not one
word about issuing citations and levying fines for any infractions of Fells regulations. Not
one word about DCR teaming up with the State Police for such enforcement capacity as the

SP has stated they are willing and able to do.

Two seasonal rangers is the sum and substance of the DCR enforcement plan. 'Seasonal’
means that at the end of this month these rangers are not present in the Fells any

more, and during the 'season' the rangers have zero enforcement power throughout the
2500 acre Reservation.

No, according to Jahnige: 'self education’ and 'etiquette’ are offered as solutions in the
(continued) absence of enforcement. Bikers laugh at such nonsense. Don't believe me?
Review biker posts here: http://www.nemba.org/forums/showthread.php?26158-DCR-s-
Fells-Draft-Plan-is-now-available

Opening up hiking trails to bikes without enforcement is tantamount to signaling that

the entire Fells is fair game for bikers, given that bikers use permitted trails as feeder trails
for riding wherever they decide would be more fun. The stamp of legitimacy will fuel
NEMBA to herald the Fells as a new bike mecca and will bring a bold new presence of bikes
into all sectors.

The report, and Jahnige's presentation on Sept. 20, repeats the demonstrable lie —
verbatim NEMBA propaganda points — that boots and bikes are equal in their impacts on
natural features, despite, for example, the obvious fact that bikers can cover exponentially
greater distances for any given unit of time. The Trails Plan report denies universal, on-the-
ground evidence that the physics of machine use grinds up and widens trails, and that
widespread bike use displaces hikers and all other classes of passive visitors from trails.
See attachment below.

By caving in to bikers and dog owners demands prior to the RMP process DCR policy
makers have poisoned any chance that the ensuing RMP process will be perceived as
legitimate or meaningful in any way. Yet it is stated on page 4 of the Trails Plan that, The
Middlesex Fells Trail System Plan is the

first such plan undertaken by the agency. It is intended to serve as a template for
future trail system plans.

Any way to salvage the upcoming train wreck which will reverberate from Boston to the

Berkshires? Yes: the Fells Trails System Plan must remain in draft form while a Fells RMP is
underway.

Regards,

Mike



PS The lie and myth of right of 'equal access' is based on the demonstrably false claims of
'equal impacts'; I challenge any policy maker at DCR to read the following document and
attempt to refute any of its key points.

From: Elizabeth M. Ammons [mailto:_]
Sent: Tuesday, September 28, 2010 2:53 PM

To: Jahnige, Paul (DCR)
Subject: Re:
Dear Paul Jahnige and colleagues at the DCR,

[ am happy to see the draft of the document. Much of it looks really good. My chief
concerns, a number of which the document supports, are:

--No night use of the Fells, especially by mountain bikes. It would be far too disruptive to
animals who live there.

--No expansion of mountain bike trails. What exists is fine.

--Elimination of bootleg mountain bike trails. It is important to close these so the earth can
recover.

--Continuation of the policy of no mountain biking from December through March. Limiting
this closure to March only is too short a window to allow the forest a dormant period free

from anything but foot and ski use.

--Ranger presence in the Fells so that a friendly reminder exists that the forest is not a free-
for-all zone.

--Good clear posting of regulations at the entrances.

[ have walked in the Fells for over three decades and seen damage mount, unfortunately,
with mountain bike use. Bikers who stay on the approved trails are great. I have no issue
with that. But bikers off trail do enormous damage. My hope is that the situation will
improve.

thanks--

Liz Ammons

Medford, MA 02155

Dear Commissioner Sullivan and Colleagues,



Unfortunately, [ was unable to attend the September 20th meeting. The
following are my views on the Fells.

[ have been running and hiking in the Fells for 38 years. For all

this time, [ have spent on average 3-5 hours per week in the Fells.
Living in the Washington School area of Winchester, | have also been
drinking water from the Fells during this period.

During the past several years, essentially everyone flaunts all of the
posted rules because there is no enforcement of the rules, no
patrolling of the reservoirs. Without resuming the patrols, at least
of the restricted areas, I see no hope that new policies or
regulations will have any affect at all.

Mountain bikes: They are really tearing up the Fells. Once narrow
hiking trails have been widened in places to 30 feet or more, and the
trails are full of raised rocks and tree roots because the bikes have
torn the soil away. In some places, there is heavy erosion and water
bars, bike jumps, etc. have been constructed helter-skelter. The
riders often pass me at extreme speed, and where the trails are
narrow, [ must jump aside, sometimes very quickly. They ride anywhere
and everywhere, even on trails there are clear postings that bikes are
not allowed. I could go on, butI see no point. I recognize mountain
biking as a good sport, and [ admire some of the rider. [ would like
to see them enjoy themselves in the Fells, but request that they be
allowed only on trails marked for them. This would, of course,
require strict enforcement, and there is absolutely none at present,
as far as [ have seen.

Dogs: It is very unusual to see a dog on a leash (1 in 507). Even to

see a dog owner carrying a leash in extraordinary (1 in 25?7). I have
often been charged by dogs (at least once per month), bearing their
fangs and barking loudly. Sometimes their master is not even present
or is riding by at high speed on a bike. When I can, I ask the person
civilly to "please call your dog off." More than half the time, the
person is angry at me for making this request. Apparently, some
people love their dogs so much, or identify so strongly with them,
that my request is an affront. [ was severely bitten once in the

Fells, and I am afraid of some of the dogs. Meanwhile, I do not
appreciate being sniffed, lapped and barked at by even "safe" dogs.
Again, [ understand the joy that dogs give people, just as [ have

loved owning cats. But I request that the dogs be leashed, as per the
regulations. It would take a lot of enforcement to make that happen
because presently the dog owners feel very entitled. Perhaps the
thing that disturbs me most is to see dogs swimming in the reservoirs,



which, apart from winter, | see happening at least once a week.

Miscellaneous: On occasion (in order of occurrence and seasonally), I

have seen people fishing, swimming, fornicating and on two occasions I
saw horseback riders on the road along the east side of the middle
reservoir. I have seen a number of parties with fires, and know of

several active fire pits, adjacent to the reservoirs. [ will admit

that I walk off the trails (I have been mapping the stone walls), and

during the past couple of years, I have found three camps of

apparently homeless people, who have spent weeks or many months living
deep in the Fells.

The Fells parkland has been seriously degraded in recent years,
especially since the policing of the reservoir land ceased.
Absolutely no notice is taken of the many posted signs, as far as |
can tell.

The Fells is in trouble. It will take a lot of commitment to turn

things around. I wish you the very best in your stewardship of this
magnificent resource, which must be the envy of any major city in this
country.

Sincerely,

Jeff McClintock

Winchester, MA 01890

Dear Commissioner Sullivan:

['m very concerned about the proposed changes to the use of the Middlesex Fells and [ am
writing to urge you to make sure the review process for any changes is completed in
accordance with state law.

As you are no doubt aware, the Fells is a fantastic resource for a wide range of community
members--families with children, runners, bikers, birders, hikers, etc. I believe strongly
that the Fells needs to continue to serve this broad constituency and not become a
mountain bike park. I use the Fells for all of the above purposes, including mountain
biking, but I don't want people biking around me as I enjoy a leisurely walk or try to see
some wildlife, or as [ admire the ladyslipper orchids blooming in the spring. It is important
to thoughtfully plan and manage trails in the Fells to make sure it serves all constituencies
and is preserved for future generations.



Please do everything you can to ensure that any proposed changes to the Fells go through
the review process that is state law.

[ understand that budgets are tight, but the Fells desperately needs more funding and
management from the DCR. It is hugely underfunded and should be made a higher priority.

Sincerely,
Jeana McNeil

Melrose MA 02176

From: Cory Mann ([

Sent: Wednesday, September 29, 2010 1:41 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Middlesex Fells Trails & Access for Bikers

[ am very concerned about the potential impact of bikers on the Fells trails. I have biked
there myself, and am glad that certain of the wider trails are open to bikes, but would not
like to see the smaller, more remote trails opened to bikes. The damage to the trails and
impact on the surrounding wildlife could be devastating. [ urge you to do a complete and
thorough review of this issue before changing the access rules.

Thank you,

Cory Mann
Wakefield, MA 01880

From: Hanlon, William Barry [_]
Sent: Wednesday, September 29, 2010 2:00 PM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells mountain bike park?

Hello Mr Sullivan,

[ enjoy a good bike ride and I also enjoy a peaceful, quiet walk in the woods with my dog. As
[ get older, more of the later. Please keep these activities segregated and keep the Fells safe
for hikers. There are plenty of legal bike trails there already. Please don't turn the Fells into
a mountain bike park, grind up the landscape and drive out all the hikers. That would be
just awful.

Thank you for your attention.
Bill Hanlon
Melrose MA

From: Ann Easterbrooks [_]

Sent: Wednesday, September 29, 2010 2:34 PM



To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Middlesex Fells

[ am writing with concern about the process (and potential outcome) of the decision-
making about the Middlesex Fells. In order to preserve the natural wilderness it is
important to maintain the majority of trails as footpaths rather than allow access to
mountain bikers. On numerous occasions, while walking in the Fells I have come across
bikers who are traveling at the edges of the trails, thus widening them from the narrow
tracks, and destroying the natural habitat. There are many miles of trails in the Fells
already designated as availble to mt. bikes. These are trails that I try to avoid, as it is very
unsettling (at the very least, and dangerous at the most) to suddenly encounter bikers
traveling (typically at high speeds) without regard to potential pedestrians. Please
preserve the trails that remain open to foot traffic for the majority of the public, who are
looking for an authentic way to experience our natural habitat.

Thank you,

Ann Easterbrooks

Melrose MA

From: Joan Weaver [-]

Sent: Wednesday, September 29, 2010 3:36 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: No Mountain Bikes in Fells Forest Reservation !!

[ find it reprehensible that you would consider allowing ANY mountain biking in Fells
Forest Reservation Park!!

[ have been a hiker and backpacker for many years. In my experience, mountain bikers care
not about the quiet beauty of any place . .. they are after the challenge, and thrill. Too often,
[ have witnessed, that this thrill-seeking comes in the form of cutting down trees, laying
them across trails, and creating a ramp/jump for more thrills. This is only one negative
facet.

Mountain bikers very often come zooming down narrow, or single-track, trails which might
be populated by people on foot, or wildlife, who have no time to move out of the way. A
friend of mine was left with a broken collar bone, and the mountain biker apologized,
saying "l thought you were a kid." She was at the back of the line of hikers, and couldn't
jump out of the way fast enough.

The noise of these mechanical devices is enough to scare wildlife away from their own
habitat! And, it is all too common that we see trails “cut” by bicycles, crossing the existing
switchback trail in order to exaggerate the biker’s downhill thrills - destroying vegetation
and causing erosion.

Oh yes, erosion. As the mountain bikers careen around corners, the compacted soil
becomes loose, and grooves form, making for certain erosion when the rains come. This



also happens on up-hill and down-hill portions of trails because of the wheel-spinning and
braking actions of the bikes.

Mountain bikers have the same rights to enter these pristine areas on foot, as the rest of us.
[ advocate for the plants, wildlife, and peace, and serenity of all.

Please ban mountain biking in ALL parks, and wilderness.
Thank you for your consideration,

Joan S Weaver
Chatsworth, CA91311

From: Daniel Jacob [_]

Sent: Wednesday, September 29, 2010 5:46 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Middlesex Fells trails policy

Dear Sir or Madam:

[ write to express my grave concern over the proposed changes to trail policy in the
Middlesex Fells that would allow mountain bikes on the current hiking trails. As a frequent
user of the Fells both as a hiker and a biker, I greatly appreciate the current distinction
between the two categories of trails. Allowing bikes on hiking trails would disrupt the calm
that people seek on those trails. Hiking the Fells is a precious mini-wilderness adventure
easily accessible to our urban/suburban population. I brought up my kids hiking and biking
the Fells, and they emerged with a love of the outdoors .There are plenty of biking trails in
the Fells, including a very challenging loop trail. The hiking trails should be preserved for
hikers. In any case, there should be no consideration of changes in Fells trails access policy
until a Fells Resource Management Plan is competed as required by Mass General Law.

Thank you for considering my concern.
Sincerely,
Daniel . Jacob

Medford, MA 02155

From: Mike Vandeman [_]

Sent: Thursday, September 30, 2010 1:07 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Reservation



Bicycles and other large pieces of machinery are extremely
destructive to nature and should be restricted to pavement. Please
don't fall for the mountain bikers' propaganda!

Bicycles should not be allowed in any natural area. They are

inanimate objects and have no rights. There is also no right to
mountain bike. That was settled in federal court in 1994:
http://home.pacbell.net/mjvande/mtb10 . It's dishonest of mountain
bikers to say that they don't have access to trails closed to bikes.

They have EXACTLY the same access as everyone else -- ON FOOT! Why
isn't that good enough for mountain bikers? They are all capable of walking....

A favorite myth of mountain bikers is that mountain biking is no more
harmful to wildlife, people, and the environment than hiking, and

that science supports that view. Of course, it's not true. To settle

the matter once and for all, I read all of the research they cited,

and wrote a review of the research on mountain biking impacts (see
http://home.pacbell.net/mjvande/scb7 ). I found that of the seven
studies they cited, (1) all were written by mountain bikers, and (2)

in every case, the authors misinterpreted their own data, in order to
come to the conclusion that they favored. They also studiously
avoided mentioning another scientific study (Wisdom et al) which did
not favor mountain biking, and came to the opposite conclusions.

Those were all experimental studies. Two other studies (by White et

al and by Jeff Marion) used a survey design, which is inherently
incapable of answering that question (comparing hiking with mountain
biking). I only mention them because mountain bikers often cite them,
but scientifically, they are worthless.

Mountain biking accelerates erosion, creates V-shaped ruts, kills
small animals and plants on and next to the trail, drives wildlife
and other trail users out of the

area, and, worst of all, teaches kids that the rough treatment of
nature is okay (it's NOT!). What's good about THAT?

For more information: http://home.pacbell.net/mjvande/mtbfaq .

[ am working on creating wildlife habitat that is off-limits to
humans ("pure habitat"). Want to help? (I spent the previous 8
years fighting auto dependence and road construction.)

Please don't put a cell phone next to any part of your body that you
are fond of!




Mike Vandeman
California

From: Monica Craver [ |

Sent: Thursday, September 30, 2010 2:32 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: Mike Ryan

Subject: Fells Trail Plan Comments

Dear Fells Trail Planners:

The DCR Plan is beginning to sound a lot like our District of North Vancouver (DNV), BC
Canada "plan” for mountain biking on our Mount Fromme forest and park. Let me just say this:
It does not work! The Friends of Fell have stated it well what the problem is with your planning

process.

""Despite assurances to the contrary to elected officials and environmental groups by
Commissioner Sullivan, on September 21 the DCR released a plan proposing immediate
conversion of Fells Reservation hiking trails to mountain bike use, prior to the beginning of
a Resource Management Plan process."

This would be a very unwise move by the DCR authorities. A very similar (and very
undemocratic) thing happened with our own District's plan. This move alone by any public land
authorities ultimately makes for a mockery of democratic public process, while giving too much
power to just one self interest group/stakeholder.

Our own District's (DNV) unfair and biased public process turned into a literal "free for all" for
mountain bikers, effectively shutting out every other stakeholder over the "plan”. Now we have
to deal with the aggressive entitlement of mountain bikers who we will not be able to remove
from the area, any time soon. The damage to our trails, watersheds and overall *"Natural
Capital™ is almost complete!

Don't fall for the same ruse of the bikers because they are so vocal and pushy. They have
also taken over our once peaceable adjacent neighbourhoods, out here. Our fate has become the
sad legacy of our "mountain biking" Mayor, Richard Walton, who was also a long-time
director/founder of the now-defunct "World Mountain Biking Conference”. Environmental
assessments have been completely ignored in order to appease the aggressive mountain bikers.
Perhaps the non-mountain biking citizenry have also been too complacent about it. Nobody likes
aggressive confrontation from any self-interest group (like the 5 to 6% population who mountain
bike -- similar to the percentage of people who ski and snowboard, according to recreational
surveys in past years)

"Our" mountain bikers brag, without fear, about many of their continuing illegal activities.
Sanctioning their trails, does not stop illegal ones from being built... They have made a monkey
out of our most complying District. DNV is now the "laughing stock™ of the mountain biking
world -- and that alone should be a warning to those public landowners who are aiding and




abetting mountain biking, ahead of proper and democratic public process! The more you
reward bad behaviour, the worse it becomes.

The DCR's proposal to give something to the mountain bikers ahead of public process would be
a very bad move, and give mountain bikers more power than they deserve. You can only give
mountain bikers more power by working for them. The more you do this, the more likely these
free wheelers will demand even more. Their appetite for trails and riding is insatiable.

The clout and money this sport has should make public landowners point it in the direction to
purchase their own private property/recreational resorts to rip and shred on. Mountain biking is
a rich sport! They do not ""need'* our free public lands. Plus, mountain biking activities just
end up commercializing and privatizing our public forests and parkland, etc. Just like skiing
and snowboarding, mountain biking needs to be strictly contained where revenue can be
collected, with amenities, and where mountain bikers will do no more environmental
damage. Thank you.

Monica Craver

North Vancouver, BC Canada

From: Jeana McNeil [jeanamcneil@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, September 30, 2010 10:07 PM
To: Comments, FellsTrail (DCR)

Subject: Re: Concerned citizen re: Middlesex Fells

Hi Paul,

Thank you for directing me to the Trail System Plan. I am glad to see that a comprehensive
planning process is underway, and I can appreciate the challenges associated with putting
together such a plan.

That said, I am VERY concerned about several items in the plan's recommendations:

On page 45 of the plan it states:

-Evaluate, through the RMP process, designating all or some portions of the Cross Fells and
Crystal Springs Trails as a multiuse trails.

- Evaluate, through the RMP process, designating all official trails other than the Skyline
and Rock Circuit as multi-use trails.

On page 47 of the plan it states: Change the Winter Closure Policy for Mountain Biking to
March 1 to April 15 or as Conditions Warrant.

These proposed changes are absurd and must not be allowed to happen. I use the Fells for
multiple purposes and like to mountain bike there but I do not support these changes at all.
The idea of designating ALL official trails other than a few as multi-use trails is completely



ridiculous and skews the usage of the Fells toward a specific interest group, and will
negatively impact other users.

Please include my feedback in the future consideration and planning for the Fells.

Sincerely,
Jeana McNeil

From: Theron Hermann |_]

Sent: Friday, October 01, 2010 9:34 AM
To: Fellstrail. Comments@state.ma.us
Subject: Please restrict bike use in the Fells to current trails

Theron Hermann
Arlington MA 02474

From: Mara Factor [-]

Sent: Friday, October 01, 2010 1:13 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Protect the Middlesex Fells Reservation

Please protect the Middlesex Fells Reservation by preventing bicyclists from overrunning
the area.

While I understand that the NEMBA does contribute to the maintenance and upkeep of the
trails in the Fells, allowing mountain bikes on more trails in the Fells will degrade not only
the trails, but the trails experience that the majority of users, those on foot, have.

As both a bicyclist and hiker, I feel it is imperative to have a bicycle-free system of trails in
the area. Even now, where trails converge and bicyclists and hikers must share sections of
trails, I find, whether intentional or not, that bicyclists can come up on hikers fast enough to
scare hikers. In attempts to avoid hikers, [ have seen bicyclists crash because they weren't
in control and otherwise able to yield to hikers.

Even now, some bicyclists do ride on trails designated only for hikers. When in groups,
they clog the trails at difficult sections as they wait for each rider to go one-by-one along
such sections. Passing a group of cyclists while hiking in the Fells is not my idea of a
pleasant hiking experience. Even when riding as individuals, I've had to stop hiking to wait
for a bicyclist ahead of me, going in the same direction as me, to get past a rough spot. ['ve
never had to stop while waiting to pass other hikers.

Please also consider that bicyclists are more likely to be "joiners" who band together in
groups such as the NEMBA who can put more pressure on decision making entities than
individuals. Hikers and walkers are often much more independent and are much less likely



to join such groups as Friends of the Fells. Most people hiking in the Fells probably have no
idea that there's a movement for bicyclists to gain more access.

As for eliminating the ban on bicycles in the spring, if anything, the ban should be extended.
Any time during the year, after heavy rains when there is a lot of standing water on the
trail, bicycling should be restricted. In some cases, it may even be appropriate to limit
hikers' access to the trails.

[ appreciate your consideration as you continue to make long-term plans for the Fells.

Thank you,

Mara Factor

From: Ivey St. John

Sent: Friday, October 01, 2010 1:49 PM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Subject: Letter responding to DCR Trails Plan

Here is my comment letter.
Dear Commissioner: October 1st, 2010

[ have read with care the 2010 Trail System Plan published by DCR. I visit the Fells trails
steadily all spring, summer and fall, and have done so for over 30 years. [ have watched
while DCR staff and resources have been reduced and then reduced more, and I confess I
am very skeptical that any “Trail Plan” can be implemented.

The partially felled and downed trees and the debris laden floor of the Fells forests are an
invitation to serious accidents and, as this summer made clear, to fire set by vandals. A
single tree downed and blocking the path at Long Pond has been lying unattended for over
two weeks, through no fault of the Fells staff......there are not enough hours in the day for
them to resolve all the problems in their area of responsibility. I do not see too limited staff
resources changing.

Winchester, in the last 18 months to two years, has been allowing public use of their trails,
and although the town has a part time trail monitor, only swimming by dogs and humans
seem to be the target of enforcement. I would suggest that the Winchester Waterworks are
a fifth stewardship partner for DCR, as the Winchester monitor is the only regular staff
person present in the Fells, and it is Winchester’s Fire Department which gets called in
emergencies.

The Trail Plan on paper seems well thought out and fair minded. Trail closure, etiquette
enforcement, and improved signage and mapping are all commendable. Enforcing hiking
only trail rules is critical, however, I disagree strongly with the mixed use concept for the



Orange trail. Multi-use sharing does not work, except on the broad fire roads. Suggesting
pedestrians and bikers share the Orange Trail simply perpetuates the current bad
chemistry between the two groups.

Finally, [ urgently request that signs set up by DCR encouraging dog owners to pick up their
dogs waste be replaced with pick up and take out signs. Too many owners are picking up
and leaving full pet waste bags trail side for others to take out. Please, remove those signs
and replace with signs saying “Please pick up and take out dog waste.”

Thank you,

Ivey St John

CC FOF Mike Ryan, Jack Murray, Dep. Commissioner

From:

Sent: Friday, October 01, 2010 10:22 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Subject: comments on fells meeting

Dear Mr Jahnige,

[ want to thank you for an excellent meeting.

[ will comment on section 6.9 as a mountain biker and neighbor to the fells.

[ agree with all the steps under the implementation of the dark hollow proposal. This is a
far better use of the property. I think you made an excellent proposal and suggest the same

theme through out the Fells

[ agree with designating the Reservoir trail as multi use. The site lines are far enough and
stakeholders can help maintain the area.

[ agree with the rock circuit trail as hiker only

The sky line trail near Wrights tower does not offer long enough sight lines for multi use.
Although there are a several other portions of this trail that do and could be acceptable
multi use.

Adding the cross fells and crystal springs make sense. [ would add that Lawrence woods is
a blank slate that should be opened to biking with NEMBA stakeholders designing a
sustainable trail through this area. Sight lines are good, the are very few hikers and is an
under utilized portion of the Fells.

[ agree with the March mud rule closing/ and no after hours biking or hiking.



Additional comments/ contrast to the proposal

[ don't understand Virginia woods being off limits that would appear to block off a major
portion of the fells. Can a sustaible work around trail be implemented. Just a sinlge line
through this area would all that would be needed

Adding a trail around spot pond would free up a loop for walkers. Lake Quaanapowitt in
Wakefield is a great example of people enjoying a loop walk. Please add this to the agenda
for future improvement. I think it would also bring more people to the Zoo and Dock area
and increased foot traffic and good exposure for DCR.

[ agree with yield triangle as a simple way for all to use appropriate behavior and make
Friend of the Fells people realize it is not illegal to enjoy single track trails.

[ think "pedestrian only Sunday" is a horrible idea, unenforceble, confusing and worse than
the current no biker mentality. And for someone that works all week to have 50% of their
available time withdraw from use is a bad idea.

Thank you again for your time.

Jerry McQuaid

From: Jason Messier ||| Gzcz&G

Sent: Saturday, October 02, 2010 10:45 AM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Comment from a concerned user of the Fells

To whom it may concern:

[ want to implore you not to extend the number of trails that allow biking in the Fells. 1
have been an avid trail runner, hiker, and walker in the Fells for 4 years now, averaging
over 3 visits per week. I have a fair bit of experience in interacting with bikers and non-
bikers within the park. Ilove the Fells so much that [ bought my first house within walking
distance of the Fells just 3 months ago.

My concern about extending the biking trails is based on the safety of all users of the Fells -
hikers, runners and bikers. I have witnessed many instances where the mixed use of trails
have ranged from inappropriate to dangerous behavior on the part of bikers. I have
observed the tension that exists between hikers/trail runners and bikers on the small
portion of trails that allow them to coexist currently. Examples of incidents range from
being concerned for my safety when out of control bikers going at very high speeds pass
within several feet of me, to commonly observing bikers using trails on which biking is
prohibited and dangerous, to occasionally being forced to dive into the woods to avoid



particularly aggressive bikers, and finally to being verbally physically threatened by
aggressive bikers on rare occasion.

From a safety perspective, the majority of the rougher trails in the Fells (Sky line,
Reservoir, Cross Fells, Rock Circuit, etc) are not wide enough and visibility is not sufficient
for hikers and trail runners to coexist with bikers, given the the velocity at which many
mountain bikers routinely move on the hilly, rocky terrain. In addition, the quality of the
Fells experience will be significantly diminished for many of us if bikers become as
common as they are in many other parks that don't restrict biking.

Another concern is the common occurrence of people walking their dogs without leashes.
Two points arise from this: 1) rangers without citation authority are incapable of
preventing illegal use of the Fells, whether dogs that aren't on leashes or bikers that
shouldn't be on trails or are downright dangerous in their use of the trails, and 2) dogs
without leashes and high speed bikers on low visibility, steep, and curvy trails are a very
unsafe combination, for both dogs and bikers.

No significant changes in Fells Reservation trail use should be made until the RMP process
is completed.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
Jason Messier

From: Sbuttoni, Linda [_]

Sent: Monday, October 04, 2010 12:54 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Middlesex Fells

[ urge you to leave the Fells Trails System Plan in draft form while a Fells Resource
Management Plan (RMP) process is underway.

[ grew up in Medford and have been hiking the Fells since I was little and continue to hike
there along with mine and other hiking groups. The Fells is a gem for hikers of all abilities.

Thank you
Linda Sbuttoni

From: Holden, Patrick [[| GG—GG_—_.

Sent: Monday, October 04, 2010 2:58 PM
To: Fellstrail. Comments@state.ma.us
Subject: Bike Trails



As a biker myself, | am concerned about the Fells Trails being used for Biking.

[ tend to stay out of the woods when riding, so I am biased here, but it is because of what I
have seen.

[ believe, by observation of being on the walking side and the riding side of the fence, that
many bikers tend to be dangerous and have a lack of courtesy to walking people.

Then don't want to slow down when coming upon walking people, that's part of biking how
fast and acrobatically can I be.

[ am extremely cautious around people when I ride, though on occasion I literally have
been used as a pylon by passing bikers when walking.

[ hope [ am wrong, but I believe there will be injuries as a result of any decision that opens
the Fells up to Bikers.

And destruction, do you think bikers really care about the woods as a walking person does.
Patrick J. Holden

Harvard Clinical Research Institute
Boston, MA 02215

From: - On Behalf Of Shannan Hanson
Sent: Monday, October 04, 2010 3:00 PM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Subject: Middlesex Fells Reservation Trail Plan

Dear Fellstrail Committee,

> [ just read your proposed trail plan for the Middlesex Fells and wish to make a few short
comments about it:

> 1) I am very encouraged that you have produced this plan, I think overall it is excellent
and look forward to the implementation of it.

> 2) I strongly support your proposal to improve the amount of single track available to
mountain bikers by making other trails multi-use.

> 3) I strongly support your proposal to allow off leash dogs at sheep fold.

> 4) Simplifying the trial network by closing off a lot of the dead end trails, or 'spider
network' trails will make navigating the trail network a lot easier.

> 5) Good maps provided by the DCR will be a significant improvement. The maps you
posted showing the trail system on the trail plan section of the web site are excellent and
far better than any of the maps I was able to find on the DCR web site up till this point:



>
http://www.mass.gov/dcr/news/publicmeetings/materials/greenwaystrails/mapEmidfell
s.pdf

>

> 6) When creating maps and improving signage I have found the system used at Lynn
Woods where each trail intersection is numbered so if you need to find where you are you
just look for the same number on the map to be excellent. Introducing a similar system in
the Fells would significantly help navigation.

> 7) About parking, at the Marjam entrance to the Fells could the signage be improved to
clearly indicate where parking is allowed as I understand that Marjam owns the parking
area where [ see quite a few Fells users commonly parking, sometimes Marjam has these
cars removed, and I think the people in question simply do not know they should not be
parking here.

> 8) I liked your diplomatic handling of FOF vs NEMBA issue. | am a strong mountain biking
advocate but that does not mean I do not also love walking in the Fells and want to protect
it for my children. [ really hope that FOF will accept these changes and allow us (NEMBA) to
work with them to improve the Fells for everyone. I am encouraged by your leadership on
this trail plan, and am hopeful that with this continued leadership you will get all
stakeholders working for the greater good.

>

> [ am an active Fells users who is often found hiking with my kids, walking my dog, riding
my bike in the Fells. | moved to Melrose specifically because it was close to the Fells. Itis a
fantastic natural resource.

>

> Please keep up this excellent work, it is great to see that the DCR is actively working to
improve the Fells and [ wish you the best of luck.

>

> Shannan Hanson

> Melrose MA

From: Thurman Smith |-]

Sent: Monday, October 04, 2010 3:04 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Subject: Fells Bike Park idea

[ oppose strongly any change to usage of the Fells.

Natural features will be destroyed throughout the Fells.

The biodiversity of birds, wildlife and plants will be threatened

Visitors’ ability to safely and quietly enjoy nature will be jeopardized. DCR presents no
means to enforce protection of Priority Natural Communities, Rare and Endangered
Species & Habitats, water quality, Vernal Pools, from bike riders riding wherever they
choose; DCR proposes no enforcement to preclude the new bike riding influxes from
creating the "dense trail networks (which) can disrupt breeding birds, create lethal
barriers to amphibian movement, and compact forest soils, among other impacts to general
biodiversity. No



no significant changes in Fells Reservation trail use should be made until the Resource
Management Plan process is completed.

Thurman L. Smith

Malden, MA 02148

From: Susan Fineran [_]

Sent: Monday, October 04, 2010 3:09 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Resource Management Plan

TO: DCR Commissioner Sullivan,

As frequent hikers in the Middlesex Fells and as Medford residents who live across the
street from this beautiful resource, we feel strongly that there should be no consideration
of changes in the Fells trails access policy until a Fells Resource Management Plan is
completed as required by Mass General Law. This recreational area is already under
resourced and allowing all of the trails to be used by bikers will only contribute to more
deterioration and destruction of wild habitat. Due to already thin resources for patrolling,
we continue to have problems with drinking and partying in the fells including bonfires.
Please conduct a Fells Resource Management Plan so that we can determine the best way
to preserve and protect this beautiful resource for everyone to enjoy. The Fells Trails
System Plan must remain in draft form while a Fells Resource Management Plan (RMP)
process is underway.

Susan Fineran and Craig Herb

Medford, MA 02155

From: Tara Holmes [_]

Sent: Monday, October 04, 2010 3:12 PM
To: Fellstrail. Comments@state.ma.us
Subject: The Fells Reservation

Hello,

[ am a resident of Cambridge who has enjoyed the pristine, natural beauty of the Fells for
years. | am very concerned however about the proposed mountain biking trail and would
like to express my belief that this proposal shouldn't come to fruition. Too often natural
places, which are rarer and rarer to come by, are developed. Please re-review this proposal
and ensure, at the very least, that the RMP process is completed before making any further
decision.

Let's keep the Fells as what it should be and has been - a reservation.



Thank you,
Tara Holmes

From: Carol Wilkinson [-]
Sent: Monday, October 04, 2010 3:15 PM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan

Dear DCR:

[ wish to respectfully submit a request to keep the Middlesex Fells open to hikers/walkers
and to limit the use by mountain bikers. I frequent the Middlesex Fells and really love
walking around it. Please keep it a safe and wonderful place for walkers and hikers and for
families with small children. Often the peacefulness and enjoyment of the trails is reduced
by mountain bikers who come up fast behind people on trails which are clearly marked for
hiking only. Or mountain bikers go into areas of the Fells clearly marked as off-limits.

Additionally, there is so little protected land near Boston which can sustain a variety of
animal life except for places like the Middlesex Fells. These small protected areas are the
only space the animals have without being forced out onto the roads and the only place
local children can be exposed to the wonders of nature. Small groups of hikers do not harm
the trails or disturb animal life but large groups of mountain bikers tearing up the trails
and being loud do disturb every life form. Please keep the Fells a beautiful sanctuary for
the nature lovers in our communities.

Thank you for your consideration.

Carol Wilkinson
Winchester, MA 01890

From: Brian McBride |_]

Sent: Monday, October 04, 2010 3:37 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Children's Nature Group has concerns about Fells Plan

['m the founder of a group called Bay State Kids Outdoors. For the past year, we've taken
groups of children and parents into the woods and fields of Massachusetts. We've run over
50 trips and logged over 1000 hours of Kid/Nature time. Visit our website www.bsko.org to
see our mission and activities.

This summer I stopped taking my group to Sheepfold at the Fells. We had a really stressfull
hike to the tower with loose dogs and careless bike riders. We didn't want to expose kids to
that again.



So we tried Long Pond in September. It was a nice hike. But honestly, I told two of my
regular famlies they might want to skip the hike as their kids don't like loose dogs. Sure
enough none of the or so 7 dog we saw were on leash. And as we stood near the overlook of
the pond, two off leash yellow labs came bounding down the trail into the water. Thank
God no kids we knocked in.

This isn't theoretical. The Fells is a gem. Truly. But the Fells Management needs to decide if
it wants kids and families to visit. If the state continues to wink at reckless dog ownership
and free for all bikers we'll stop going. We have cars and can go where we please. My
sympathy rests with those who can't drive to NH and who count on the Fells for easy acces
to nature.

Sincerely,

Brian McBride
BSKO

From:

Sent: Monday, October 04, 2010 3:39 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Subject: keep bikes off of Fells trails

To Whom It May Concern --

It is imperative to our human and natural community that the Fells trails remain clear of
bikes. Besides the fact that the Fells has been a sanctuary for so many of us who love to
walk there, it is also home to so many species of plants and animals. Introducing bikes onto
those trails is destroying an environment, a sanctuary, and a home. There are plenty of
other places for people to bike. The Fells is a unique and wonderful part of our region.
Please, please, please -- consider the long and short-term ramifications of this decision. Itis
huge.

Thank you,

Debra Bluth
Cambridge, MA

From: David & Paula Luciano [-]

Sent: Monday, October 04, 2010 3:42 PM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: Gina Luciano; Eric Luciano

Subject: Fells Reservation -- adding bike paths

[ am in favor of the proposed changes, adding mt bike paths and improving the trails. [
enjoy using the Fellsway and take frequent walks thru the area. [ also appreciate



broadening the recreational use of the area. I favor adding both double track as well as
single track trails. If the funds were available, I'd also favor adding boardwalks around
ponds, for walkers and bikers alike.

David & Paula Luciano

From: Ted Siegan I |

Sent: Monday, October 04, 2010 3:43 PM
To: Fellstrail. Comments@state.ma.us
Cc: friends@fells.com

Subject: Mountain bikes in Fells

Any change in public use at DCR reservations should take into consideration the core
mission of the Agency; preserve and protect the Natural Resources. In other words,
conservation comes before recreation.

As a former board member of FOF(1990), old friend of Mary Bietel, Jim Comeau, Rene
Moran, and Chip Norton | am familiar with the pressure of user groups for increased access
to Ageny properties.

People who come to the Fells for quiet enjoyment are not the most focal user group. Their
enjoyment is compromised by biking in the Fells.

[ suggest that a Natural Resource Management Plan should be done BEFORE increasing or
even permitting to increase threats to the habitat and other users.

Thank you.

Ted Siegan

From: Leslie Kramer [_]

Sent: Monday, October 04, 2010 4:23 PM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: Friends of the Middlesex Fells Reservation
Subject: Middlesex Fells Trail Use

To the DCR:

[ am writing again to the DCR to express grave concern for your plan to convert a state
reservation- for which I pay top tax dollars as a Massachusetts citizen - to a mountain
biking park. What can possibly be the reasoning?

[ cannot tell you how many times ['ve almost been run over by a mountain biker bent on
cycling through what used to be a quiet nature reserve for children and families, school
groups and seniors. As a 35 - year resident of Medford, an avid bird-watcher, naturalist,
parent, and teacher, [ understand multiple use spaces, and I can tell you that mountain-
biking does not belong in an urban reservation. The Middlesex Fells is desperately needed
by its local citizens, who range in age from infants in backpacks and strollers, to older
visitors who cannot always hear the cyclists approaching, let alone dodge them.



[ appeal to the DCR to pay attention to the lobby-less residents of Medford and environs,
who have safely visited the Fells for generations, to observe the landscape and wildlife,
undisturbed by encroaching mountain bikers, who have a powerful, well-funded lobby. Do
not give away this urban jewel.

No significant changes in Fells Reservation trail use should be made until the RMP process
is completed.

Respectfully,
Leslie F. Kramer

Medford, MA 02155

From: carla palau [_]

Sent: Monday, October 04, 2010 4:34 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Mountain bike use for the fells

To whom it may concern,

[ was very dismayed to hear that some organization wants to turn the Fells into a mountain
bike recreation area. My husband and I have walked through the Fells on many occasions
and we have enjoyed the relative quiet that we find there, away from the loud city. It really
is pleasant, at all times of the year. I can’t imagine, what it would be like to have mountain
bikes whooshing by us during our restful interlude.

[s there any way, that you could have a separate area for mountain bikers and another one
just for walkers? It seems unfair to combine the two, since the needs of both, are so
different. A child could get hurt...and it would certainly curtail our use in the future.
Please consider the alternatives before you take this drastic measure.

Thank you for your time.

Carla Palau and James McIntyre
Medford, Ma

From:

Sent: Monday, October 04, 2010 4:43 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Subject: Carolyn A. Mackey member



[ am in compliance with the Fells about no mountain bikes should be allowed. The
disturbance would be too great. Bikes and hikes do not work out for trails.

Carolyn A. Mackey

From: Kathy Martin [

Sent: Monday, October 04, 2010 5:37 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Mountain Biking in the Fells

[ don't have much of a problem with allowing mountain biking in The Fells.
However, the Friends of the MIddlesex Fells are reporting that every single
trail will be allowed for mountain biking. I can't really believe that this
would be allowed.

[ am in favor of allowing mountain biking on certain trails, as long as there
are still a number of hiking-only trails.

My problem with The Fells is that dogs are all over off-leash, and swimming in
the reservoir. This, [ think is, in a way, worse for wildlife -- having them

off-leash.

Kathy

From: Barry Goldstein [barry_goldstein@post.harvard.edu]
Sent: Monday, October 04, 2010 6:30 PM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Subject: Re: the Fells Trails System Plan

I certainly hope that the proposal for the Fells Trails System Plan (as described below) is
reversible. Bikes are already found on trails where they're not allowed, and they are
erosive on the trails and often a rude danger to foot-goers. This would certainly be a
revolting development.

BG
[From Friends of the Middlesex Fells Communication]
“DCR planning to convert the Fells Reservation into a mountain bike park.

Please help stop this plan.
Don’t let the nature of the Fells be lost!

DCR Fells Trails Plan re-frames the Fells Forest Reservation as an "urban recreation park”

On September 21, DCR released a Fells Trails Plan with the agenda of beginning to convert
Fells Reservation hiking trails to bike use. This would change the Reservation forever.



Natural features will be destroyed throughout the Fells
The biodiversity of birds, wildlife and plants will be threatened
Visitors’ ability to safely and quietly enjoy nature will be jeopardized

DCR proposes conversion of these Fells hiking trails to mountain bike use:

Reservoir Trail - Dark Hollow Pond Trail - ‘Sections’ of Cross Fells Trail and

Crystal Springs Trail - And conversion of nearly all the rest of hiking trails to bike use in the
near future

DCR Proposes creating new mountain bike trails through undisturbed woodlands:
Create three mountain bike trails from Bear Hill to Sheepfold

DCR proposes no effective enforcement of any of Fells rules and regulations:

No citations and levying fines for infractions of Fells regulations

No teaming up with the State Police who are willing and able to assist DCR Rangers enforce
regulations to protect natural resources and safety of visitors

Just ‘two seasonal rangers’ with zero enforcement power can’t police 2500 acres

DCR presents no means to enforce protection of Priority Natural Communities, Rare and
Endangered Species & Habitats, water quality, Vernal Pools, from bike riders riding
wherever they choose; DCR proposes no enforcement to preclude the new bike riding
influxes from creating the "dense trail networks (which) can disrupt breeding birds, create
lethal barriers to amphibian movement, and compact forest soils, among other impacts to
general biodiversity." [Lynn Harper Habitat Protection Specialist Massachusetts Natural
Heritage & Endangered Species Program; Fells Trails Plan Appendix F]”

From:

Sent: Monday, October 04, 2010 6:32 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Subject: Bike trails

[ am opposed to the bike trail plans for the Middlesex Fells. Please vote against it in the
present form.

Thank you.

Betsey

From: Jim Farmelant [-]
Sent: Monday, October 04, 2010 7:01 PM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trail Plan

As citizens of Medford and neighbors of the Fells, we ask that the Fells Trails System Plan
remain in draft form while a Fells Resource Management Plan (RMP) process is underway.



The Fells should continue to serve as a Reservation - an area where nature is appreciated
and protected for visitor enjoyment. Converting Fells Reservation hiking trails to bike use
would change the Reservation forever.

Natural features will be destroyed throughout the Fells

The biodiversity of birds, wildlife and plants will be threatened

Visitors’ ability to safely and quietly enjoy nature will be jeopardized

No significant changes in Fells Reservation trail use should be made until the RMP process
is completed.

Thank you,

Debra Farmelant
James Farmelant
Diane Farmelant

From: janet polcaro [jpandrp@yahoo.com]
Sent: Monday, October 04, 2010 7:09 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Subject: fells resource managment plan

Dear Fellstrail committee,

[ urge you to leave the Fellls Trail System plan in draft form while the Fells Resource
Managment Plan is in process, so that the fells Reservation has the utmost consideration to
remain a pristine area, with minimum biking.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Janet Agostino Polcaro and family (neighbors of the Fells for 63 years)

From: Jonathan Baxter [_]

Sent: Monday, October 04, 2010 8:01 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.com

Subject: Fells hiking and mountain biking

It has come to my attention that the DCR is considering changes to the Fells management
policy that would open more trails to mountain bikers.

As a frequent hiker of the Fells trails, I can speak to the importance of keeping some
separation between bikers and hikers. In families with small children, like mine, sharing

narrow trails with mountain bikers is not realistic.

[ think mountain biking is a great sport. But please do not promote it at the expense of
hikers.

Thank you,



Jonathan Baxter
Medford, MA

From: maryanna foskett [_]

Sent: Monday, October 04, 2010 9:34 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Middlesex Fells Hiking Trails

Dear Madam or Sir:

Please do not expand the number of trails that mountain bikers are allowed to use. The
disturbance to wildlife and plantlife would be enormous and extremely detrimental.

At the very least, a Fells Resource Management Plan must be undertaken and approved
before any small or drastic changes are allowed to take place. The Resource Protection
process is an important one. Please let it happen. And please let people know that habitat
and open space is being threatened so that they are given an opportunity to voice their
concerns.

Very truly yours,

MaryAnna Foskett
Arlington, MA 02476-8005

From: Anne McClintock [[ | |
Sent: Monday, October 04,2010 10:06 PM

To: Fellstrail. Comments@state.ma.us
Subject: KEEP BIKES OUT OF THE FELLS

Please do not destroy the Fells Reservation!! Bike paths and bikers will kill precious plants
and wildlife!! We must preserve the Fells Reservation to help preserve biodiversity and to
keep a place where families can walk and hike in peace, without the threat of children and

adults being injured by thrill-seeking bikers.

As required by law, the Fells Trails System Plan must remain in draft form while a Fells
Resource Management Plan is prepared and reviewed.

Sincerely,

Anne McClintock

From: The Morans |_]

Sent: Tuesday, October 05, 2010 8:30 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Reservation proposed changes to Trails Plan



To whom it may concern:

Why is it that we have to turn every last piece of natural land into a human playground?
Who advocates for the woodland creatures, and the natural flora and fauna, who call the
last few dwindling urban oases of forest and grassland home? I am amazed that the DCR is
considering turning several of the walking trails in the Fells Reservation into biking trails.
Do they honestly believe that bikers grinding their way through these woodland areas will
have no adverse impact on the area? Further, why should the wants and desires of those
who want to race bikes through the woods take precedence over the desires of countless
other folks who value these same trails for the quiet solitude of walking in a forested area?

The Fells Reservation is a jewel in this heavily congested region of bedroom communities.
We all have a duty to make sure that the Fells Reservation and its ecosystems are
protected, and at the very least, careful study of the impact of a proposed use such as
allowing mountain bikes to traverse the trails should be conducted...publicly. There should
also be an opportunity for those of us who value a lower and quieter impact use of the trails
to be heard.

[ am writing to urge the DCR to halt implementation of the proposed Fells Trails System
Plan in place until there has been an adequate study of the impact of allowing mountain
bikes to use the trails and until there has been an opportunity for all users of the
Reservation to express their opinions and concerns.

Thank you for hearing my comments.

Maia Moran
Melrose, MA

From: Matt Gage [_]

Sent: Tuesday, October 05, 2010 10:34 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Please consider biodiversity in the Fells

To whom it may concern,

Please consider the tenuous nature of the Middlesex Fells as a preserve for biodiversity. I
am a biology graduate student at the University of Massachusetts Boston and have
conducted research on the distribution of amphibians in the Fells. I believe that the Fells is
a great asset to the people of the Boston area and should be protected for future
generations, therefore strict enforcement of the park rules is critical in this heavily used
reservation. An increase in trails and bike traffic in the reservation will adversely affect
wildlife by increasing noise; trail erosion and further fragmenting natural habitats. Please -
no significant changes in Fells Reservation trail use should be made until the RMP process
is completed.



Thank you, Matthew Gage

From:

Sent: Tuesday, October 05,2010 11:43 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Subject: Fells No Bikes

Dear Park Planners,

As a Melrose resident who LOVES walking in the Fell area of Melrose, Stoneham, and
Winchester, I am opposed to the proposed plan to extend the use of bicycles.

A recent Boston Globe article painted those of us who LOVE the fells for walking are
somehow out of touch with reality. Itimplied that we were snobs. It implied that we

wanted the Fells for ourselves. But "ourselves" is all of us. It is a public park, open to all.

We love beauty. We love preserving beauty.
We love nature. We love preserving nature.

That is your job as well.

Preserve beauty. Preserve nature.
Say no to extended bike use.

William R. Page, Jr.

Melrose, MA 02176

From:

Sent: Tuesday, October 05,2010 11:48 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Subject: Mountain Bike Trails

As a non-paid caretaker of Wrights Pond Park in the Fells for the last 30 years, [ am
appalled by the increase of abuses of hiking/walking trails by ignorant mountain bikers.
They careen over rocks, muddy trails and gouge non-trails upsetting the environment of
the Fells. I have enjoyed the Fells over 60 years. My Mom was a girl scout leader and we
hiked the Sheepfold where soapbox derbies were held in the 50's. I've cross-countried
skiied on the trails off South Border Road. I've skated at Long Pond and Wrights Pond
where we have fishing in the winter. We stocked the Pond with bass years ago. You'd think
it was NH, not Medford.

While hiking the trails in the Fells, I've almost been knocked over by mountain bikers and
have heard complaints from Babe In the Woods, a hiking group for young children. Most
mountain bikers stay on assigned trails. They are enjoying nature too, not careening



through like being in the Indy 500! These younger riders tend to be reckless. Everyone
wants to enjoy the peacefulness of the Fells. Birders, fishermen, hikers, etc. Can't we all
enjoy nature together? [ met a gentleman from Charlestown who rode over to the Fells. He
enjoys mountain biking and was disappointed by some of the behavior of fellow mountain
bikers. Please do not enlarge more trails for mountain bikers. There's no reason they
should get preferential treatment over true nature lovers like myself et al. Thanks for your
consideration.

From: JANET LATANZI [ G
Sent: Tuesday, October 05,2010 5:12 PM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: NO MORE BIKES

[ love hiking in the fells, but I stay off bike trails because the bikers have knocked me
down more than once. At seventy years old I can't jump out of the way safely. As a baby |
lived on East Border Road. 69 years later I still enjoy hiking there. It will never be the same
again if biking haptens.

Don't ruin this nature reservation.

John Hagg
Arlington MA

From:

Sent: Tuesday, October 05, 2010 7:51 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: Brian Cowan; friends@fells.com
Subject: Middlesex Fells

To Whom It May Concern:

It has come to my attention that you are considering converting the Middlesex Fells
Reservation into a wide-scale recreational bike path. I would urge you to not pursue this
course of action. My husband and I regularly hike with our dog in the reservations. We
keep our dog on a leash and enjoy being able to walk without having to worry about bikers.
[ understand that hikers and bikers need to share the Middlesex Fells Reservation, so I
would encourage you to keep the status quo, which is to have both biking and hiking paths.
Having the Middlesex Fells Reservation so close is one of the nicest parts about living in
West Medford and I would hate to lose this. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Marlee Cowan
West Medford, MA

From: Kim DeAndrade [_]

Sent: Wednesday, October 06, 2010 6:21 AM



To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: keep fells natural

Please keep the Fells natural. [ support keeping mountain bike use
limited. Allow the majority of trails to be for walkers and wildlife.

thank you,

Kim DeAndrade
Medford

From: Herb Ramy [_]

Sent: Wednesday, October 06,2010 8:57 AM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: No significant changes in Fells Reservation trail use should be made until the RMP
process is completed

To Whom It May Concern:

[ was very concerned to read of the plan to convert significant sections of the Fells
Reservation hiking trails to bike use while the RMP process is underway. I strongly
disagree with this plan and urge you to leave the Fells Trails System Plan in draft form until
the RMP process is completed. Not only is this required by law, it is essential in order to

allow all interested parties to voice their opinions.

To be clear, no significant changes in Fells Reservation trail use should be made until the
RMP process is completed.

Herbert Ramy

Stoneham, MA 02180

From: John Dacey [ Gz

Sent: Wednesday, October 06, 2010 4:59 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: 'Marie Dacey'

Subject: comments on draft plan

My wife and I have been hiking, mountain biking and cross country skiing in the Fells for 20
years.

We are members of Friends of the Fells, NEMBA, and the AMC.



Our overall comment on the draft plan is that it is excellent. It is a common sense and well
reasoned plan that fairly balances the needs of a variety of uses and users. Good job!

A few specific items we would like to see considered in the final plan are:

- Additional Enforcement: Specifically of the dogs on leash rule and mountain bikes on no
bike trails.

(My wife and I have had an increasing number of unpleasant experiences with dogs off
leash, primarily when hiking but also when biking)

(You'll also get greater buy in from hikers if they believe they’ll be enforcement on the no
biking trails)

- Greater Consideration of Cross Country Skier Needs

The samples taken of Fells usage were not done during snow periods. It appears that the
cross country skiing usage is under estimated.

We see many, many skiers on suitable skiing days.

The major frustration of cross country skiers is that they break snow and lay down tracks
after a strom, then other users trample all over the tracks making skiing difficult on
subsequent days.

We have two recommendations: designate a small number of trails as “skiing only” (when
there is snow on the ground); and post “winter trail etiquette” signage on fire roads/wide
trails recommending skiers stay to the sides while hikers/dogs/snowshoers stay in the
center and of off ski tracks - something like shown below:

|| Snow Etiquette ||

|| walk/snowshoe ||

|| in center [

||keep off ski tracks ||

Sincerely,

John & Marie Dacey

Winchester, MA 01890 USA




From: Walter Kittredge |_]

Sent: Wednesday, October 06,2010 7:53 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Site Walks and illegal trails

The Site Walks were only attended by 27 people. So few people came that it was an
ineffective way to gather public input, or transmit information about the proposed plans to
the general public.

During the site walk it was proposed that a new trail be created using illegal trails, in order
to close spider trails. This was in the area north of the Sheepfold adjacent to Rt. 28 between
gates 24 and 25. The effect of a trail through this narrow area would be to eliminate all
wildlife habitat. The distance between the trail and the fire road would only be about 75
feet. With 50 foot disturbance zones on either side of the trail and roads, there wouldn't be
any area left where wildlife would not be disturbed. The same is also true of the proposed
new trail to be created out of an illegal trail going by Bear Hill.

Creating new trails out of illegal trails to close spider trails is the wrong approach:

Hundreds of signs & posts needed, not cost-effective with tax-payer dollars

Manpower of DCR and volunteers pulled away from maintenance of current trails

Rewards bad behavior of those who created the illegal trails, encourages making more
illegal trails

Provides access for people to keep spider trails open

Requires constant enforcement

Creates new trails for a single purpose with no input from constituents whether these trails
make sense for the Fells as a whole

Fragments the forest, causing environmental damage through introduction of invasive
plants, and elimination of wildlife habitat

Best time and cost effective way to close spider trails is to close off areas entirely:

Fewer signs & posts, less taxpayer money expended

Scarce manpower not diverted from maintenance of current trails

Closes access to all illegal trails

Sends right message, all illegal trails will be closed

Less effort to enforce

New trails should only be created from consensus of all user groups that they are desirable
for multiple reasons, fulfilling multiple needs, and are environmentally sound

New trails shouldn't be redundant with existing trails, and would need to be carefully
planned to minimize environmental effects

Walter Kittredge

From: Nierenberg, Judith (|| GGG



Sent: Thursday, October 07, 2010 10:47 AM
To: 'Fellstrail. Comments@state.ma.us'
Subject: mountain bike plan

Please DO NOT expand the use of mountain bikes in the Fells. They are disruptive enough
as itis. If the use trails are expanded for mountain bikes we will huge numbers of
mountain bikers as it will become a prime place for mountain biking disturbing the animals
that live there and the hikers. The parking lots will become much too crowded and the trail
erosion will not be repaired. It will become impossible to enforce.

Thank you for your consideration,

Judith Nierenberg

From: cambia davis |_]

Sent: Friday, October 08, 2010 11:56 AM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Wait on new Trail policy. No more destructive bike use in the Fells!

To: Joe Orfant, DCR Director of Planning

Dear Sir:

[ am alarmed that the DCR has not honored the previous agreement that the DCR Fells
Trails System Plan would remain in draft form until completion of a Fells Resource
Management Plan (RMP) process. [ demand that the Fells Trails System Plan must remain

in draft form while a Fells Resource Management Plan (RMP) process is underway.

[ demand that no significant changes in Fells Reservation trail use should be made until the
RMP process is completed.

Thank you,

Cornelia Davis
Medford, MA 02155

From:

Sent: Sunday, October 10, 2010 9:19 PM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Subject: comments on trail plan at Middlesex Fells

Please consider the following comments:



-Please open the Resevoir Trail to bikers (and hikers!). It is so beautiful and wide it seems
both bikers and hikers could coexist well there. It is too beautiful for both to resist (and
they don't). Other resevoirs (like Fresh Pond in Cambridge) have much higher use close to
their shores and I believe Cambridge has the best water quality in the state. I can't believe
with the advances in water treatment technology that biking and hiking would impact
water quality there. (It may make sense to keep dogs away though for obvious reasons).

-1 also endorse the Dark Hollow expansion of biking trails and reduction of so called "spider
trails”

-Also I endorse only banning bikes to the spring mud season vs. Jan and Feb. Few people
like to bike in the mud anyway.

Regards,
Brandon Ingersoll

From: Happy Family [ |

Sent: Tuesday, October 12,2010 10:03 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject:

To Those Directors in Charge of Changes to the Middlesex Fells Reservation,

[ use the Fells Reservations many times during the year in all seasons. It is a wonderful
asset and place. [ use it by myself, with my family and with friends. My young daughter has
many great and growing experiences in this great quite and safe to use outdoor door area
that is so accessible to those living in the cities just north of Boston.

[ am completely and totally against what changes you are proposing for this area. For such
a significant change in such a major reservation public hearings must be part of the

process if it is to be fair.

[ firmly believe that no significant changes in Fells Reservation trail use should be made
until the RMP process is completed.

Seriously concerned,
Kenneth Alper

Malden, MA 02148

From: Frank Bomba |_]

Sent: Tuesday, October 12,2010 11:27 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Cc: Frank Bomba



Subject: Proposed conversion of Fells hiking rails
To whom it may concern:

We strongly oppose the proposed DCR planned changes in use of the Fells Trails until the
Resource Management Plan process is completed. My wife and I are frequent users of the
hiking trails as hikers and runners and believe the conversion of these trails to allow
additional biking would not only cause serious ecological degradation to the wildlife and
fauna in the environment but also negatively impact our enjoyment of this natural
resource. As pedestrians in the Fells Forest, the increased proliferation of additional
mountain bike traffic will disturb the peacefulness and safety of our visits. We are also
concerned that DCR is not in support of more effective enforcement of current Fells rules
now in effect such as for the leash requirement for dogs - more can and should be done.

Sincerely,

Frank and Susan Bomba

- Boston, MA

From: John Vietz [ GG

Sent: Tuesday, October 12, 2010 3:31 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Strong support for Fells Draft plan

| express strong support for your draft fells plan. As a frequent fells user, where | run and walk
with my three small children, I was very concerned that the vehemense of the certain user
groups would lead to a long list of exclusionary rules and armed police presense at each
entrance to enforce the rules. | have never had a problem with other fells users be they on
bicycles or four feet. I think that others should learn tolerance and respect and not seek to ban
people they find mildly offensive. Your deft plan seems to support this viewpoint.

From: Eliza Mallouk [_]

Sent: Tuesday, October 12, 2010 4:25 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: bike trails in the Fells!

To whom it may concern,

[ am very concerned about the plan of the DCR to convert certain hiking trails into use by
mountain bikes.

The Fells Trails System Plan must remain in draft form while a Fells Resource Management
Plan process is underway.

Yours Truly,
Eliza Mallouk
Melrose, MA




From: Ginny LaCrow |_]

Sent: Wednesday, October 13,2010 1:00 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Biking trail plans!

Greetings,

I'm a member of the Friend of the Fells and hike on the trails regularly. I've had several
near-collisions with people on bikes who are on paths not meant for bikes! They are often
riding on the small, narrow trails close to the ponds and come down hills at break-neck
speeds. Several times ['ve reminded them that they're riding on paths not meant for bikes
and have been verbally rebuked for speaking to them. I've had several men who have
argued with me the instant I open my mouth to say "You know this isn't a bike path. Your
tires are eroding the trail". They instantly tell me that it's just as much their right to ride on
the paths as for me to hike.

[ strongly urge the enforcement of bikes on designated paths - ONLY!

Thank you,
Virginia LaCrow

From: emma long [_]

Sent: Wednesday, October 13,2010 4:48 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: converting hiking trails to bike trails

Hello,

[ take my family to the Fells almost every weekend. I think the trails are divided very
equally and cannot understand why so many trails are being converted to bike trails.
There are many middle aged and older folks who are not nible enough to ride a bike, but
they enjoy walking on the trails. | am wondering why the change?

Linda Newman

From: Janet Wilder (|| |G

Sent: Friday, October 15,2010 1:35 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Conversion to Bike Trails

[ would like to register my comments in opposition to changing the Fells so dramatically.
The reservation is a wonderful resource so close to the city for hikers, and for introducing
kids to nature. I'm bringing several families with kids there tomorrow, and it's hard to hike
with bikers, especially with little kids.

[ hope you'll change your mind. Thank you for your attention.



Janet Wilder

Arlington, MA 02476

From:

Sent: Saturday, October 16, 2010 8:31 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Subject: Middlesex Fells

Dear DCR,

[ believe that the Fells Trails System Plan must remain in draft form while a Fells Resource
Management Plan (RMP) process is underway. This Resource Protection process is
required by law to ensure that all visitors to the Fells have an opportunity to express
concerns and ideas for protecting the Fells Reservation. No significant changes in Fells
Reservation trail use should be made until the RMP process is completed.

Thank you,
Barbara Strell

From: Vicky Peterson ||| | EGzGzG

Sent: Sunday, October 17, 2010 12:00 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: opposed to Fells bike plan

To Whom It May Concern:

[ am writing to express my strong opposition to converting or adding mountain bike trails
in the Middlesex Fells. I am an avid mountain biker and I see the damage that is done by the
bikes that are already there. The Fells is too valuable a resource to give over to this use.

Sincerely,

Vicky Peterson
Somervile, MA

From: David Barnes [|||| Gl

Sent: Monday, October 18,2010 11:20 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells trail plan

To whom it may concern,



[ am the lead organizer of a hiking group with over 700 members named "Hike the Medford
fells". 1lead large group hikes through all of the Middlesex fells trails on a weekly basis. |
am writing to express my concern over the changes proposed to the trail system with
regards to bicycle use. Many of my members have come to me with their concerns, and I
told them that I would express them to you. The Middlesex fells reservation is a fragile
ecosystem, like many wilderness preserves. There is no other reservation of this type and
size in the Boston area (the blue hills are very different). So itis important that we
preserve this natural resource.

Currently there are a large number of biking trails through the fells. They are well
established and have been there for a long time. They are relatively easy to ride on, and
relatively safe for a biker to traverse. To open up the established hiking trails to bikers
would not only cause a much greater impact on those picturesque trails, but would also put
many more bikers on trails that are far too dangerous for bike riding. I have hiked the
trails that you are considering converting on a regular basis for the last 10 years. There are
many stretches that I would consider somewhat suicidal to attempt on bicycle, but which
an avid mountain biker would attempt anyway if the trail were open for biking. If you open
those trails to biking, you are essentially telling people that it is a safe recreation for them
to do on those trails. Someone is going to get hurt. [t might be a biker, or it might be a hiker
who can't get out of the way in time for a biker who is losing control. But you should
consider the possibility that you could be opening yourselves to lawsuit. My
recommendation would be for some of your members to actually attempt these trails by
bike before voting to make the conversion. [ would also recommend waiting until the fells
Resource Management Plan has completed its study before making any changes. And
lastly, if you are actually considering cutting down trees to make additional trails, [ and my
fellow hikers would strongly protest. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

David Barnes
Hike the Medford Fells

From: On Behalf Of Greg Gohr |_]

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2010 8:56 AM
To: Fellstrail. Comments@state.ma.us
Subject: Mountain Biking in Fells

Good Morning-

[ am writing to request that the DCR give due consideration to expanding mountain biking
opportunities in the Fells. I have been mountain biking for 20 years and [ am now sharing
my love of the sport with my three children. We feel very fortunate that the Fells is only 10
minutes from our house. As my children are learning to love mountain biking they are also
learning to love and respect the natural beauty of parks like the Fells. In my experience
mountain bikers are great stewards of our natural resources. I believe that expanding



riding opportunities in the Boston metro area will not only benefit the mountain biking
community but also benefit conservation efforts across New England, as mountain bikers
will have a greater opportunity to share not only their love of mountain biking but their
passion for protecting the environment.

Thank you for your time and attention.

Sincerely,

Greg J. Gohr

Reading MA 01867

From: Marco P Gomes [-]
Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2010 10:59 AM

To: Fellstrail. Comments@state.ma.us
Subject: Middlesex Fells Trail System Plan

Dear DCR,

['ve read through the Middlesex Fells Trail System Plan and feel obligated to submit
comments on the plan as [ use the Fells on a weekly basis. Mostly as a mountain biker, but
also as a hiker, and as soon as the little one can keep pace on her own I'll be experiencing
the trails from a completely different prospective all over again. I have a great love for the
outdoors and I've been taught to respect and protect our natural resources and to fight for
what I believe is right.

[ think this plan is well thought out and intended to keep the many user groups of the Fells
satisfied while still being able to manage the trail system appropriately. As the document
states in its opening words that this is a working document and a component of a future
Resource Management Plan. That statement is key, as I feel this is a great first step in

providing a sustainable management plan for this park, but there’s still a lot of work left to
do.

[ strongly agree with the key points made to reduce the overall trail inventory and to
improve and close trails in cooperation with stewardship partners. I believe it's the quality
of the trail and how they’re connected and marked more so than the quantity of trails. It’s
never any fun when you get lost on a dead end trail. If given the opportunity I think you'd
see a large number of volunteers willing to help with this, especially in the mountain biking
community. I know I'd be willing to volunteer and I think this also lends itself to helping
protect the park’s sensitive resources.

Having a well thought out multiuse trail system that flows with varying degrees of distance
and difficulty that is well marked would be ideal. I feel this not only as a mountain biker,
but as a hiker as well. I don’t agree with “hiking only” trails, because you’re giving one user



group access to a trail system and not the other. I feel that the park should only designate
“hiker only” trails only if you designate “mountain bike only” trails as well. That would
make sense if you're trying to improve the overall experience for one particular user group.
My personal feeling is that the mountain bike community has been the most vocal in how
they feel the park should be utilized and they’ve made that clear on the displayed chart on
page 20. Mountain bikers have made it clear that they care about the park and its best
interest and if they’re willing to put in the effort to maintain it then they should also have
designated trails. Don’t get me wrong, I'm not trying to advocate on behalf of making
mountain bike only trails (though it would be nice) in the Fells, I'm only trying to look at it
through a different prospective. I feel that opening the orange trail is a great first step, but
opening up some additional trails so that they’re multiuse trails would be ideal for a
mountain biker. I think that a quality experience can be gained by all user groups through
mutual respect and educating the trail users on proper trail etiquette.

I'd like to thank you for the opportunity to make these comments and for all of the hard
work that’s gone into this so far.

Sincerely,

Marco Gomes

From: [N

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2010 1:12 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Dear DCR,

[ am writing to express my thoughts / ideas pertaining to the Fells.

[ have been to the meetings and am all for cooperation and amicable resolution for all
parties involved.

['m a Malden resident and use Fells for hiking, snowshoeing, mountain biking. The plans to
close and or reroute many trails for various reasons are very much needed. It's also good to
see expanded use for mountain bikes specifically. However I am still in awe that the park is
not opening all trails for all uses.

As the existing proposal does expand mountain biking, it still will keep everyone in the
same areas. People on top of people. The last thing [ want is to bother or ruin anyone else's
experience.

[ have proposed this in the past. The Fells is huge, it would be logical to have a loop
designed and implemented that goes are the outer edges of the whole Fells area and
medium sized one also for all uses. This would absolutely alleviate overcrowding /
everyone in the same areas on the same trails.



Biking is part of my life. The existing bike loop is a 40 minute loop for me, I enjoy 3-5 hour

rides so you can see where | am going to be passing the same people may times in one day.
If I was hiking on that day I would be annoyed too but understand that [ am riding the only
legal loop and am not there to be in anyone's way. Let's design and make the outer loops to
spread out the volumes of people.

There are groups that want no mountain biking at all.
Discrimination, poor attitudes, YES! I don't have time for this negativity.
[ can tell you, I would love to see everyone out in nature for every and any reason possible.

The Fells is an Awesome place and so close to Boston. It's a godsend to have this resource.
[ simply would like to enjoy along with everyone else.

sincerely
Gary Contic

hiking, snowshoe, mountain biking
Malden, MA

From: Michelle Wodogaza _]

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2010 1:33 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: mtn biking in the Fells

[ am writing to express my thoughts / ideas pertaining to the Fells.

[ have been to the meetings and am all for cooperation and amicable resolution for all
parties involved.

['m a Malden resident and use Fells for hiking, snowshoeing, mountain biking. The plans to
close and or reroute many trails for various reasons are very much needed. It's also good to
see expanded use for mountain bikes specifically. However I am still in awe that the park is
not opening all trails for all uses.

As the existing proposal does expand mountain biking, it still will keep everyone in the
same areas. People on top of people. The last thing I want is to bother or ruin anyone else's
experience.

[ have proposed this in the past. The Fells is huge, it would be logical to have a loop
designed and implemented that goes are the outer edges of the whole Fells area and
medium sized one also for all uses. This would absolutely alleviate overcrowding /
everyone in the same areas on the same trails.

There are groups that want no mountain biking at all.
Discrimination, poor attitudes, YES! [ don't have time for this negativity.
[ can tell you, I would love to see everyone out in nature for every and any reason possible.



The Fells is an awesome place and so close to Boston. It's a godsend to have this resource.
[ simply would like to enjoy along with everyone else.

Best,
Michelle Wodogaza

From:

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2010 1:59 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.com

Subject: Fells Reservation

October 19, 2010
To whom it may concern,

As a long-time resident of the local community of Arlington and Fellsway lover [ am writing
to express my alarm and opposition to the recent plan to develop the parkland for more
rigorous bike usage. Over the course of twenty years | have walked or cross-country skied
the wooded trails innumerable times and have taken delight in each and every experience.
What draws me to the woods each and every time, is the opportunity for solitary reverie
with a nature as little disturbed as possible. In my view, there is no need nor gain achieved
by the physical alteration in the landscape especially if undertaken to accomodate/expand
use by such a select group. Nature's gift, its draw is its unaltered state, enjoyed in so many
varying ways by so many varying individuals. Modification of the land on the scale
described risks too much. When do we start to hear the land's needs and honor them?

Many times I've hiked the trails to be disturbed by a cyclist tearing at full speed down a
trail specifically denied bike use. Over the years ['ve noted the erosion of many areas and
wondered to myself how much has been due to reckless use of space? Why not use the
available monies for remedial work and programming that fosters responsible use of this
local treasure.

At the very least please make sure that no significant changes in Fells Reservation trail use
be made until the RMP process is completed.

a concerned user,
Joanne Rothstein, Lic. Ac.

Arlington, MA 02474

From: Keith Berkoben |_]



Sent: Wednesday, October 20,2010 12:54 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Comments on Fells Draft Plan

After reading the proposed plan I have the following general (first) and specific (following)
comments:

As a general statement, [ am firmly in support of the fells being entirely shared use. Much
of the conflict in the park stems from feelings of entitlement on the the part of different
user groups. A blanket shared-use policy would be a powerful statement that such
entitlement is not productive. Further, given the limited resources available to DCR,
diverting resources from maintenance to enforcement of restricted-access policies for
specific user groups seems like a waste.

Given the strong sentiment toward modifying the trail layouts, intersections, etc. in the
draft plan I would be in favor of trail designs that shape use (making certain trails more or
less attractive to different user groups) as opposed to explicit access restrictions.

Specifically I have the following comments (divided into AGREE and DISAGREE):
AGREE....

6.1: Reduce the Trail Inventory: I support the closure of spider trails and dead ends, and
minimizing intersections. This would improve the user experience. I do not believe that
there should be fewer trail miles, however. In my opinion the fells trails suffer from an
overuse problem that would be mitigated by spreading traffic over more miles of high-
quality trail. Any closed "junk" miles should be replaced with quality trails that will help to
spread users.

6.2: Formalize partnerships with stakeholders like NEMBA, AMC: 100% Support. These
organizations have done amazing things at other DCR parks. They should have a formal
role at the fells

6.4: Winter Closure becomes March 1-March 31: [ support the new closure date. From my
experience in the park this better aligns with the reality of the trail conditions. Given that
MTB and Hiking use are viewed as equally impactful in the plan [ don't understand why the
policy applies only to Bikes. Perhaps a policy of closing singletrack trails to all users during
this time but leaving fire roads open year-round would be superior?

6.9: Orange (Reservoir) Trail made shared-use: 100% support.

6.9: Dark Hollow Pond Trail Plan implemented and then becomes shared-use: 100%
support. This case is a clear parallel to a similar case in Santa Cruz where failure to take
action to redevelop a similar illicitly-used area (drug use) in the name of conservation
resulted in the area becoming so run-down that the police were even afraid to enter. The



DCR plan that both closes spider trails and injects wholesome users is an excellent one that
should be implemented as soon as possible.

6.9: Evaluate Cross Fells (Blue) and Crystal Springs trails for shared-use: 100% support.
Contrary to the statement of the plan, there are many places in the fells that could
potentially provide opportunities for "Advanced" Mountain Biking. In fact, a fully shared-
use fells would present some of the most challenging technical Singletrack in the greater
Boston area. Closing many trails to the second largest user group squanders a rare and
valuable recreational resource. Cross fells, in particular, presents many advanced
opportunities for cyclists.

6.9: Evaluate other trails for shared-use through RMP process: 100% agree. shared-use
disperses users and should slow down mountain bikers (because more advanced cyclists
will often opt for the more challenging trails as opposed to using easy trails like a
racetrack). More shared-use trails mean fewer resources can be spent on enforcement and
more on maintenance.

DISAGREE...
6.8: Designate Skyline (White) as hiker only: STRONGLY Disagree. see previous
statements about shared-use.

6.9: Designate Virginia Woods as pedestrian only: STRONGLY Disagree. see previous
statements about shared-use. This also makes a complete park loop by bike nearly
impossible and forces abutters who bike to ride on busy roads to access park.

6.9: Evaluating separate uses by times or days through the RMP process: STRONGLY
Disagree. Access times are unenforceable and may unfairly exclude some users from
having any park access at all depending on their work or other responsibilities.

Best,
Keith Berkoben
Somerville, MA

From: Matt Pickett ||| G

Sent: Wednesday, October 20,2010 4:57 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Trails for all.

Hi,

['ve attended the meetings about the fells trail system realignment. All I ask is equal access
to trails at the Fells like any other state park. Any reasonable request to stay off of a trail for
preservation, restoration or otherwise is fine, as long as it is for everyone. There shouldn't
be any special treatment for any group. That opens the door for more animosity. The
policies currently in effect at the Fells have created the negative atmosphere between



cyclists and hikers. Mostly because the hikers have greater freedoms than other user
groups in the Fells. The inequity fuels this animosity and creates a perceived class system
within the Families of users. Whereas the former governing body of the Fells created the
rules under which the current environment was fostered it is up to you now to end it. Get it
right. Equal access, equal restriction, that is all we want. Thanks for your hard work. I know
you will do a great job.

Matt Pickett
Pickett Design

Cambridge, MA 02139

Dear Paul Jahnige & team DCR,

First of all,  would like to thank you for putting together the Draft Trail Plan for the Fells.
You've done a great job and released a document of the highest qualities (I especially love
the maps).

Please find my comments to the content of the Draft Plan below.

Best,

Antonin Koukolik

COMMENTS TO SPECIFIC PARTS OF THE PLAN (BOTH SUPPORTING AND OPPOSING)
PAGE 41 “DEVELOP AND DISTRIBUTE NEW TRAIL MAPS FOR THE MIDDLESEX FELLS”

[ support that! A big, beautiful map, which will contain all information, will help users to
find their ways through the Fells, as well as keep in their minds that there are other users,
too.

PAGE 41 “DEVELOP AND DISTRIBUTE A MOUNTAIN BIKING MAP.”

[ oppose. Develop one good map with all information instead of a few simplified ones! By
developing separate maps, you give one group sense of being something special and make
them forget about other users.

If you still consider creating use-specific maps, then such map should be based on the
general map and contain highlighted use-specific trails and more use-specific information.
You could create a winter map, with suggestions for good cross-country skiing and
snowshoeing. [ would put that one online only as there might be fewer winter-users.
Creating a use-specific map might result in an epic fail. You have an example of a fail here:
http://www.bikemaps.com/regmaps.htm (Why is this map a fail? Because it leaves out a
lot of streets, which makes impossible to navigate with this map when you get lost. And
why do you have a map? So that you don’t get lost and can find out precisely where you are.
But that’s impossible when some information is missing.)

PAGE 42 “IMPROVE SIGNAGE AND TRAIL MARKING WITHIN THE MIDDLESEX FELLS
TRAIL SYSTEM.”

[ believe the signage is one of the most important parts of the user experience, especially
for users who visit the Fells less frequently.

[ don’t agree with the design of the trailhead signs. The trailhead signs should contain the
WHOLE Fells map with all the detail. Especially for long-distance activities such as
mountain biking, the whole map is appropriate. “You are here” marking should be included.



Information about legal use for all trails should be included in each sign! Each sign should
be saying which trails are legal for hiking, mountain biking and other uses. Each sign should
talk about dog policy and mention dog friendly areas. Basically each trailhead sign (1 in
each parking designated area) should have ALL the important details about the Fells. That
would require a bigger sign with more details and more information. That’s the only way
how to educate users such as local dog walkers or mountain bikers who don’t know about
this process or changes in the Fells trails and policies.

As well, with the destination, the mileage information can be tricky, because 1 mile of

Skyline trail takes a different amount of time than 1 mile of fire road. More sophisticated
places use average walking time, which is what [ would recommend using together with the
mileage.

PAGE -73 (APPENDIX I) - “IN THE FELLS, WE RECOMMEND THAT OFFICIAL TRAILS
(OTHER THAN THOSE SPECIFICALLY DESIGNATED ROUTES ABOVE) SHOULD BE BLAZED
IN DARK BLUE FOR MULTI-USE TRAILS AND WHITE FOR HIKING ONLY TRAILS.”

[ strongly oppose the suggestion that any hiking only trails other than Rock Circuit and
Skyline Trail will be marked with white color. The reason for my opposition is that the
exclusiveness of the white color to the two main hiking loops in the Fells helps orientation
and should be maintained. As soon as you see a white reassurance blaze, you know you are
on the Skyline Trail or on the Rock Circuit Trail (and assuming you know whether you are
on the west or east of 93, you know on which one). If you use white blazes anywhere else,
this unique feature making orientation easy will be lost.

PAGE 74 (APPENDIXI) - “DIRECTIONAL CHANGE INDICATORS”

[ oppose the use of “caution” blazes. From my point of view, it is redundant and confusing,
especially if a similar sign should mean a change of direction. They might cause “signage
pollution” (e.g. on the Skyline trail, if you wanted to mark all tougher spots, you might end
up marking the whole loop with “caution” blazes). A cautious user doesn’t need such blazes.
Instead, I would talk about the general difficulty of the trail on the trailhead sign.

[ oppose the shape of the directional blazes (example given “turn right”). They are
confusing and their shape does not allow for pointing in the direction where the trail goes
(a 90 degree turn against a slight 30 degree turn). I propose keeping the current “L” shaped
directional blazes, which are more clear in getting the message across (“make a turn this
way!”). As well the best practice on “avoid arrows” is unclear to me, [ have the best
experience with trail blazes in the shape of arrows(when used wisely, of course).

One thing is not stressed in the document, which I find it very important is the consistency
of marking. When two or more trails overlap, the all the blazes marking those trails should
be always together. The example - if there is an overlap of the white, orange and green
trails, there should be always a white, orange and green blaze together. If one of them is
missing, it creates confusion because the user will think one of the trails separated without
him noticing. Very important.

PAGE 42 - “CONSULT WITH MWRA AND TOWN OF WINCHESTER ON TRAIL USE
DESIGNATIONS AND POLICES THAT AFFECT WATER SUPPLY LANDS.”

[ strongly support that. The trails encompassing the reservoirs are one of the best
mountain biking trails in the Fells, especially because of a good flow, nice terrain and less
interference with other trails. Mountain biking does not interfere with the water supply
such as off-leash dog walking does, so there is less reasons for keeping the mountain bikers



out. Those trails in the Town of Winchester lands even have potential for new multi-use
loop around the reservoirs.

PAGE 42 - “POST AND ENFORCE A SEASONAL CLOSURE FOR MOUNTAIN BIKING AT THE
FELLS DURING “MUD SEASON” (MARCH 1 TO MARCH 31)”

[ strongly support this provision. There is no reason to keep the Fells closed to bikers when
the ground is frozen in winter. The leafless Fells offer a whole new experience and
atmosphere, who has never been in the Fells in winter will never know.

PAGE 42 - “EDUCATE DOG OWNERS ABOUT THE POTENTIAL IMPACT OF DOG WASTE ON
WATER SUPPLIES, AND ENFORCE “CARRY-IN, CARRY-OUT” POLICY.”

[ strongly support that. Recently, a lot of dog walkers was leaving their bagged dog feces in
the Fells. That is even worse than not picking after their dogs at all! I'm angry when I run
into a pile of dog feces, but I'm even more when I see bags of dog feces, which can not
decompose, lying all around.

PAGE 45 - “MAINTAIN, PROMOTE, AND ENFORCE “HIKING ONLY” TRAILS WITHIN THE
MIDDLESEX FELLS TRAIL SYSTEM, INCLUDING, AS A PRIORITY, THE SKYLINE AND ROCK
CIRCUIT TRAILS.

[ strongly oppose this provision. In my opinion, every trail should be shared use in the end,
and tolerance and respect should be the way to achieve zero conflict on all multi-use trails.
The Skyline trails is a very challenging single track. That’s why it is highly valued by a small,
very specific group of advanced mountain bikers. I suggest considering the Skyline trail for
shared use. Because of the vastly rocky terrain, there would be limited impact on the trail
by allowing mountain bikers in. Because it's tough to ride and there won'’t be many bikers
there, the hiking experience wouldn’t be impacted either. The Skyline trail could be initially
put into shared-use for weekdays and one weekend day only (e.g. Mon-Sat) and if there is
no conflict, it could be introduced as a full shared-use trail later on.

PAGE 45 - “DESIGNATE VIRGINIA WOOD AS A “PEDESTRIAN ONLY” SECTION OF THE
FELLS.”

[ strongly oppose this provision for the following reason: If you designate Virginia Woods
pedestrian only, you limit the access in the north-eastern part of the Fells for all users.
Doing a large loop around the whole Fells would become impossible for non-pedestrians.
Non-pedestrians who enter the Fells through Virginia Woods will have to travel further.
There should be at least one multi-use trail going through the Virginia Woods in the north-
south direction. The rest can be pedestrian only.

PAGE 46 - “EVALUATE, THROUGH THE RMP PROCESS, OPTIONS FOR SEPARATING USES
BY TIMES OR DAYS SUCH AS A TRIAL “PEDESTRIAN ONLY SUNDAY’S” POLICY.”

[ strongly oppose this provision, because it would create a lot of discrimination. Imagine
you are a user who has only one day in a week free for going to the Fells due to your
work/family assignments. And that day, your favorite activity is not permitted in the Fells,
because it’s “some other activity only day”. As I mentioned above, tolerance, respect and
sharing should be the way to zero conflict, not selective access (you would teach your kids
to share candies, too, and not tell them that Johnny gets candies on Monday and Billy gets
them on Tuesday).

OTHER SPECIFIC PROVISIONS I SUPPORT:
- PAGE 40 “CLOSE TRAILS AND REDUCE THE NUMBER AND MILES OF TRAILS
WITHIN THE TRAIL SYSTEM.”



- PAGE 43 - “EVALUATE, THROUGH THE RMP PROCESS, THE CREATION OF A NEW
“ALL PERSONS TRAIL” CONNECTING FLYNN RINK PARKING AREA TO THE TRAIL
NETWORK NEAR QUARTER MILE POND.”

- PAGE 44 - “CREATE A MULTI-USER “TRAIL AMBASSADOR” OR “TRAIL WATCH”
PROGRAM.”

- PAGE 45 - “WORK WITH MOUNTAIN BIKING STAKEHOLDERS”

- PAGE 45 - “IMPLEMENT THE DARK HOLLOW TRAIL PROPOSAL.”

- PAGE 45 - “DESIGNATE THE RESERVOIR (ORANGE) TRAIL AS A MULTI-USE
TRAIL.”

- PAGE 45 - “EVALUATE, THROUGH THE RMP PROCESS, DESIGNATING ALL OR SOME
PORTIONS OF THE CROSS FELLS AND CRYSTAL SPRINGS TRAILS AS A MULTI-USE
TRAILS.”

- PAGE 45 - “EVALUATE, THROUGH THE RMP PROCESS, DESIGNATING ALL
OFFICIAL TRAILS AS A MULTI-USE TRAILS (I DON'T SUPPORT THE SECOND PART OF
THIS SENTENCE ABOUT THE SKYLINE TRAIL)

SUGGESTION FOR FEATURES MISSING IN THE PLAN:

ESTABLISH AN EMAIL ADDRESS/PHONE NUMBER FOR ANNOUNCING FALLEN TREES
AND OTHER TRAIL DAMAGE DESIGNATE A PERSON WHO WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR
CLEARING THE TRAIL WITHIN A COUPLE OF DAYS.

That will prevent significant trail damage, because people create new trails around
obstacles and that could be avoided if the obstacles (esp. trees) were removed promptly.
Some trees lying over the trails (esp. the less frequently used ones) have been there
forever.

LONG-TERM SUGGESTION:

CONNECT THE FELLS, WAKEFIELD TOWN FOREST PARK, BREAKHEART RESERVATION
AND LYNN WOODS WITH A LONG-DISTANCE TRAIL.

There is a great potential for a long-range mountain biking trail connecting the Fells with
Breakheart Reservation and Lynn Woods. I've biked from the southern Fells to Breakheart
Reservation through the Wakefield Town Forest Park Before and it was a great experience,
which involved only a little biking on the road between the Fells and The Wakefield Town
Forest Park. There is a trail that goes through the Forest Park and connects almost
perfectly to Breakheart Reservation. It only lacks marking, so it’s a little hard to find, but
besides that, it’s a great trail.

LONG-TERM FELLS DEVELOPMENT VISION:

PREVENT ALL URBAN CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES WITHIN THE FELLS AREA AND
ULTIMATELY PROGRESS TOWARDS UNITING THE WESTERN AND EASTERN PARTS OF
THE FELLS.

From my point of view, some roads going through the Fells could be closed off as
redundant. That would allow the Fells to reunite in a bigger park and it would increase the
value of the property around the Fells because the area would become quieter. I would
consider the following roads for closing: Woodland Road, Ravine Road, Fellsway East, Pond
Street and in the long term, South Border Road. Initially, those streets could be made dead
end streets and made open only to visitors of the Fells and locals. Eventually, the could be
closed off completely. The same holds for the old hospital. The redevelopment should be



stopped and the area cleared out and turned back into a park. Allowing to build in the heart
of the most valuable park in Greater Boston area is a dangerous precedent.

[ understand that DCR doesn’t own the roads or the property in the Fells and this whole
idea might sound like a sci-fi, but I still think it would be a great long term vision for the
development of the Fells by the DCR.

Kristina Gaudette

Phone Call

[Notes paraphrased]

[ do Cross country ski in the Fells and also have trained for hikes for 30 years

[ do see that bikes can crew up trails especially in the winter. Other users also mess up
cross-country ski trails.

[ also see that in all season, biking chews up trails, and seem to be pretty destructive.
However, I am torn. [ know this is a multi-use area, and respect other people right to
recreate.

Biking is great sport, but I do think it is destroying the trails

Thank you.

From: Gail F |_]

Sent: Thursday, October 21, 2010 3:22 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: DCR draft plan for Middlesex Fells

As a dog owner who frequently "recreates” in the Fells, at the Sheepfold Meadow and on
the trails with my dog, I am most dismayed to see that the off-leash activity that we have so
enjoyed there will apparently soon by curtailed by Ranger enforcement. I have a 34-lb. dog
who is sociable and friendly; I do not leave bags of waste anywhere but the dumpster (even
if it means carrying the bags with me throughout a walk); and both my dog and I hate the
summer heat (my dog will not exercise well in the warmer months unless he can run in the
shade; not true of all dogs but true of mine) and seek refuge on the well-shaded trails. It
will be a sad day when, if I understand this plan correctly, that I will suffer some kind of
Ranger attention if my dog enters a "vernal pool" in 90-degree weather when he is
desperately hot, not to mention if my dog can only be allowed off-leash in the hottest area
of the Fells - the Sheepfold Meadow.

The Middlesex Fells are really big enough to allow some trail usage by off-leash dogs and
their owners. But I suppose that certain dog-haters and their supporters won't be happy
until dogs are unable to run off-leash in any forest or on any hill in Massachusetts, actually
as well as legally.

The only problem I ever saw in the Fells is that the trail signage seemed confusing.
Practically everyone that | have met there in person, dog owners, people who don't have

dogs, bikers, seems tolerant and friendly.

Sincerely,



Patricia Floss

From: Scott |_]

Sent: Friday, October 22,2010 1:51 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Comments on plan

Please -

- no day use fees for the Fells

- allow dogs off-leash on the trails

- Increase the available parking at the Fells.
Thank you-

Scott Mortimer

Newburyport, MA 01950

From: Nathaniel Williams [_]

Sent: Friday, October 22, 2010 9:05 PM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Subject: DCR Draft Plan Feedback

Hi,

Just letting you know that I support the proposed draft plan for the Fells, specifically: the
expanded opportunities for mountain biking, the trail closures, reducing confusion and dog
leashing.

Thanks for all your hard work during this process; it is for the good of the park.

-Nathaniel Williams

From: Rob Ide |_]

Sent: Sunday, October 24, 2010 1:03 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: North of the Sheepfold

If the planning commission would like to improve the safety of the area north of the
sheepfold and eliminate the sexual activity they could allow this area to be developed as a
Mountain Biking park, a well developed trail of loop through this section would encourage
mountain bike activity which would deter the sexual activity. This would also allow both
hikers and bikers to enjoy the natural features is this portion of the park.

Rob Ide



Brookline, MA

From:

To: "Friends of the Middlesex Fells Reservation" <reply-a5c0cd46cd-1e5986¢cc37-
da6c@u.cts.vresp.com>

Sent: Saturday, October 23,2010 4:08:13 PM

Subject: Re: Fells Trails Alert

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN;

THE FOREST (FELLS) SHOULD BE LEFT ALONE FOR ALL TO ENJOY WITHOUT MORE BIKE
TRAILS. BIKES DISTURB THE ANIMALS AND DESECRATE THE FOLIAGE.

DEFINITELY NO SIGNIFICANT CHANGES IN FELLS REVERVATION TRAIL USE BE MADE
UNTIL THE RMP PROCESS IS COMPLETED.

DOTTIE ABRUZZESE

----- Original Message -----

From: "Friends of the Middlesex Fells Reservation"
<Friends_of_the_Middlesex_Fells_R@mail.vresp.com>
To: cocoachow@comcast.net

Sent: Monday, October 4, 2010 2:52:53 PM

Subject: Fells Trails Alert

Friends of the Middlesex Fells Reservation
PO Box 478 Stoneham MA, 02180 781.662-2340
Fells Reservation Alert

DCR planning to convert the Fells Reservation into a mountain bike park.

Please help stop this plan.

Don’t let the nature of the Fells be lost!

DCR Fells Trails Plan re-frames the Fells Forest Reservation as an "urban recreation park”

On September 21, DCR released a Fells Trails Plan with the agenda of beginning to convert
Fells Reservation hiking trails to bike use. This would change the Reservation forever.

Natural features will be destroyed throughout the Fells

The biodiversity of birds, wildlife and plants will be threatened

Visitors’ ability to safely and quietly enjoy nature will be jeopardized

DCR proposes conversion of these Fells hiking trails to mountain bike use:

Reservoir Trail - Dark Hollow Pond Trail - ‘Sections’ of Cross Fells Trail and

Crystal Springs Trail - And conversion of nearly all the rest of hiking trails to bike use in the
near future

DCR Proposes creating new mountain bike trails through undisturbed woodlands:



Create three mountain bike trails from Bear Hill to Sheepfold
DCR proposes no effective enforcement of any of Fells rules and regulations:

No citations and levying fines for infractions of Fells regulations

No teaming up with the State Police who are willing and able to assist DCR Rangers enforce
regulations to protect natural resources and safety of visitors

Just ‘two seasonal rangers’ with zero enforcement power can'’t police 2500 acres

DCR presents no means to enforce protection of Priority Natural Communities, Rare and
Endangered Species & Habitats, water quality, Vernal Pools, from bike riders riding
wherever they choose; DCR proposes no enforcement to preclude the new bike riding
influxes from creating the "dense trail networks (which) can disrupt breeding birds, create
lethal barriers to amphibian movement, and compact forest soils, among other impacts to
general biodiversity." [Lynn Harper Habitat Protection Specialist Massachusetts Natural
Heritage & Endangered Species Program; Fells Trails Plan Appendix F]

[t is up to us to ensure that the nature of the Fells is protected!
Contact DCR and demand that the Fells Trails System Plan must remain in draft form while
a Fells Resource Management Plan (RMP) process is underway. This Resource Protection
process is required by law to ensure that all visitors to the Fells have an opportunity to

express concerns and ideas for protecting the Fells Reservation.

Your letters are critical if the Fells is to continue to serve as a Reservation -- an area where
nature is appreciated and protected for visitor enjoyment.

State that no significant changes in Fells Reservation trail use should be made until the
RMP process is completed.

IMPORTANT: You must re-send any previous comments you sent to DCR on this issue since
only comments received after September 21st will be considered by DCR.

Send Comments to: Fellstrail. Comments@state.ma.us,
Letters; send to Fells Trails Plan, 136 Damon Road, Northampton, MA 01060

The public comment period ends Friday, November 19, 2010.
Please send copies of any emails or letters to the Friends of the Fells.
Thank you!
Friends of the Middlesex Fells Reservation
PO Box 478 Stoneham MA 02180
friends@fells.com 781-662-2340

Thank you.



Friends of the Middlesex Fells Reservation www.fells.org

From: Christopher White [_]

Sent: Monday, October 25, 2010 1:03 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: The Middlesex Fells Reservation

To Whom It May Concern:

[ am a concerned citizen that uses the Middlesex Fells Reservation (Fells) on a fairly
frequent basis. My family and I frequent the Fells for hikes that lead to often picturesque
natural locations only minutes from the urban metropolis of Boston and I would like for the
natural beauty there to remain for the distant future.

The Fells has been used by bikers, horsemen and hikers with some angst by the naturalists.
There seems to be a respect among users of the Fells and our hope is that the natural
entities of the park are preserved for future generations. In this vein, I would like that this
park continued to be used for all and that its habitat would be maintained for all to enjoy. I
hope that the park is not turned into a bike park alone. I believe there are plenty of trails
throughout the park and that additional trails are not necessary. Frankly, the ones that are
currently in place are over used and are in need maintenance. Additionally, to assure the
safety of the park and its users the park should have published rules and police/ranger
patrols that have the responsibility and authority to enforce them.

Thank you for considering my thoughts with regards to future changes to the Middlesex
Fells Reservation.

Best regards,

Christopher White
Resident of Lexington, MA

From: Francis Blesso |—]

Sent: Monday, October 25,2010 11:36 PM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: Clark, Katherine (HOU ); Tisei, Richard (SEN)
Subject: Comments for Draft Fells Trails Plan

Congratulations on the professional trail plan you created. It does an excellent job
documenting the existing state and proposing workable solutions. Here are a few points |
would like to comment on:

. [ am most concerned with the proposal in Section 6.8, "Designate Virginia Wood as
"pedestrian only" section of the Fells." This would be terrible for mountain biking. It would



partition the Fells into one section north of Pond Street and another containing the rest of
the Fells; there would be no way to get from Gate 41 on Pond Street to any other section of
the Fells. I live in Melrose and ride my bike from my home and enter the Fells at Gate 47 on
Lynn Fells Parkway. With Virginia Wood access, I can make a very nice ride on the east
side, or travel to Gate 34 to ride the west side. Without access to Virginia Wood, I'd be
forced to ride on dangerous roads!

. In Section 6.8, “Separate overlapping segments and the number of intersections of
the Skyline, Reservoir and Mountain Bike Loop trails if Possible” is a great idea. I hope we
can find ways to do this.

o The suggestion in Section 6.8, “Maintain, promote, and enforce “hiking only” trails
within the Middlesex Fells trail system,” is an unfair use of the trails. If there were some
“mountain bike only” trails, this would be a fair proposal. The mountain bikers will be
sharing all their accessible trails. So should everyone else.

. In section 6.8, “pedestrian only Sunday’s’ or other ways of separating trail use is a
bad idea and an unworkable proposal. With limited schedules, many people can only use
the Fells on one day, and nobody wants to be told they can't do something on their one free
day. This simply looks like a dangerous gateway to anti-mountain bike days. The DCR
should recognize all users as having equal rights and access.

. [ support all of your suggestions in Section 6.9. Specifically, I think “Designate the
Reservoir (Orange) Trail as a multi-use trail,” and “Implement the Dark Hollow trail
proposal” are obvious improvements for all users and should be done as soon as possible.
Section 6.9 should go further in opening up more trails to mountain biking, including the
Skyline Trail and Rock Circuit Trail. As long as the trails are well designed and maintained,
there should be no reason to limit any group’s access.

. Regarding Section 6.4, “Post and enforce a seasonal closure for Mountain Biking at
the Fells during “mud season” (March 1 to March 31)”,  am happy to hear that the seasonal
closure will be reduced. However, this policy needs to apply to all trail users. Section 3.1
states that there is no difference between trail users’ impacts. Since there is no difference,
the winter closure policy should apply to all trail users to prevent pedestrians from
damaging the trails during mud season.

Thank you for considering my comments and for all the hard work creating this plan and.

Sincerely,
Francis Blesso

Melrose, MA 02176

From: Kevin Brady |_]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26,2010 12:04 PM



To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Middlesex Fells Draft Plan - Comments

Just want to add my comments about this plan. I am on the mountain bike side of this
debate and share most of the views of NEMBA. [ am also an advocate of shared use of the
park. It's big enough for all of us to use in a sustainable manner.

[ have several comments, which [ will outline below. I'll try to keep them short.

1. I like the plan to open the Fells to mtn bikes for more of the year. Having it closed during
the winter seemed a bit of overkill. Certainly limiting access during the wet spring is a good
idea.

2.1'm also a big believer in reducing the number of trails. Confusion reigns in there,
because of the numerous trails and poor signage. I'm happy to stay on the trails for mtn
bikes only, if [ could only figure out which trails those were.

3. MORE SIGNAGE. Can't over stress this enough. Maps at each entrance point, and lots and
lots of signs at intersections.

4. Embrace technology. The one thing I don't see in the plan is embracing the new
technology available to us here in the 21st century. The DCR is doing all of this surveying,
mapping, and studying. How about leveraging that data by publishing a GPS file with all of
the trails, intersections and other interesting things in the Fells? Then people can download
that file to their GPS and load up all the info they need to stay in compliance with the rules.
[ use my Garmin Edge 705 on my mtn bike every time I'm in there. I've built up a trail
network of my own, but I'd love to have an official version.

5. 1love the idea of separate trails for hikers and mtn bikers. It's not possible to keep them
apart everywhere (nor is it necessary) but it will be good to have places where one will not
have to worry about the other. Again, signage is the key.

6. Ambassadors. I also like the idea of ambassadors, as long as it doesn't get co-opted by
one or the other of the special interest groups. If it's all NEMBA or all Friends of The Fells,
things will not go well.

Over all I'm in favor of the draft as it is right now. I think it's clear that the DCR has put a lot
of time, work and thought into this proposal. I also think you've done a very good job of
balancing everyone's needs and wants. I can only hope that the future comes to pass the
way you've envisioned it.

Thanks for your hard work,
Kevin Brady

Medford, MA 02155




From: Paul Novosad [-]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 4:12 PM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Subject: Comments on Fells plan

['m writing to submit comments on the recent draft Fells trail plan.

[ am a Medford resident, and I hike, bike and walk my dogs frequently in the Fells. My main
interests are to the Fells become more conducive to mountain biking, as well as to reduce
conflict between users.

['m supportive of opening the reservoir and cross-fells trail for mountain biking. I agree
the Skyline trail and Virginia Woods trails should remain pedestrian only. I think it's likely
that the steep parts of the Skyline trail would be damaged by mountain bike use.

Better signage and closure of redundant trails is clearly a win for everyone.

[ would be happy to see greater enforcement of the new rules once they are applied.
Otherwise it is not clear that anything will be different from the status quo.

Thanks,

Paul

From: Claire Calcagno [-]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 4:19 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.



Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
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Claire Calcagno

Medford, MA 02155

From: Susan O'Connor [_]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 4:19 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to

protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Susan O'Connor

Medford, MA 02155

From: Patrick Welsh ||| | |

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 4:23 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment



To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature. As one of the few large areas of protected land in the Metro-Boston
area, the Fells is a truly unique resource.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan. A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental
and safety impacts of converting hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for
enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells resources and visitors. There is no reason to
rush headlong into this wide-ranging change the trail usage.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Patrick Welsh

From: David Liddel! ||

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 4:26 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Jeanine Liddell



Andover, MA 01810

From: informmotion [_]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 4:27 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern, For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where
visitors can experience and appreciate nature. Please do not change Fells trail usage until
after completion of a comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells. Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be
considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

Lenni Armstrong

Somerville, MA 02143

From:

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 4:28 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hikingA trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.



Thank you,
Robert Alexander

Stoneham MA 02180

From: Peter and Fay I_]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 4:28 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can
experience and appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a
comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts
of opening hikingA trails to bike use, and would include plans for

enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the
safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be
considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

From: PATRICIA HOWKINSON [phowkinson@verizon.net]
Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 4:30 PM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where
visitors can experience and appreciate nature. Please do not change Fells trail usage until
after completion of a comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan. A Resource
Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening hikingA
trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells
resources and visitors.A A This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure
the safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells.Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails
Plan should only be considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan.Thank you,

Pat Howkinson



Medford, MA 02155

From: Martha Borkan [_]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 4:31 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors
can experience and appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a
comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety
impacts of opening hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans

for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the
safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be
considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Martha Borkan

Melrose, MA 02176

From: |

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 4:31 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where
visitors can experience and appreciate nature. Please do not change Fells trail usage until
after completion of a comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan. A Resource
Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening hikingA
trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells
resources and visitors.A A This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure
the safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells.Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails
Plan should only be considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan.Thank you,



Peter Maclnnis

Melrose Ma 02176

From: Susan Fineran [_]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26,2010 4:31 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

As frequent hikers in the Middlesex Fells and as Medford residents who live across the
street from this beautiful resource, we feel strongly that there should be no consideration
of changes in the Fells trails access policy until a Fells Resource Management Plan is
completed as required by Mass General Law. This recreational area is already under
resourced and allowing all of the trails to be used by bikers will only contribute to more
deterioration and destruction of wild habitat. Due to already thin resources for patrolling,
we continue to have problems with drinking and partying in the fells including bonfires.
Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

Please conduct a Fells Resource Management Plan so that we can determine the best way
to preserve and protect this beautiful resource for everyone to enjoy.

Thank you,
Susan Fineran and Craig Herb

Medford, MA 02155

From: Al Coons |_]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 4:33 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

The Boiler Plate is below.

Personally, as a mountain biker and hiker who lives by The Fells, [ don't see expanding the
number of trails which are open to mountain biking as a sensible compromise. [ believe the
present balance is appropriate.

[ am a teacher, an outing leader, a biker, a runner, a conservationist -- they all have
different needs and push against each other's at times. The impact of mountain biking on
the experience of a hiker is very significant. Most bikers are considerate and caring,
stopping or moving out the way for hikers. However, the problem is that the tone that is



set when bikers are on a hiking trail (speed, noise, tread path impact) makes for a very
diminished experience for the hiker.

Thanks for listenting

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to

protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Al Coons

Winchester, MA

From: [

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 4:34 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern, For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where
visitors can experience and appreciate nature. Please do not change Fells trail usage until
after completion of a comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan. A Resource
Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening hiking
trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells
resources and visitors. This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure
the safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells. Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells
Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan. Thank
you,

Leslie Brayton



[ have almost been run over on several occasions by bikers, and had one scary altercation
with one who was on a trail that wasn't marked for bikes. I have tried to wall off stands of
Lady Slippers when they are bloom by hauling over tree limbs, but the bikers don't care
about the rare native plants that grow in the Fells as far as I can tell.

From: Dorothy Rocklin [-]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 4:34 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors. This reservation should be for the protection it's
special environments, and for the safety and use of ALL who come to the park, not just
mountain bikers!

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

From: Thurman Smith I-]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 4:35 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Changes

To whom it may concern,

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan. A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental
and safety impacts of opening hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for
enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells resources and visitors.



This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells. For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where
visitors can experience and appreciate nature. Don't take that resource away!
Respectfully submitted,

Thurman Smith

Malden, MA 02148

From: Barbara Lynch [_]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 4:36 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to

protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Barbara Lynch,

Winchester, MA 01890

From:

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 4:36 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment



To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hikingA trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

AA

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

Betsey Spiller

From: Robin & Susan Murray I_]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 4:36 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells

[ am writing to register my opposition to the proposed DCR Fells Trails System Plan in the
Fells Reservation.

Please please please do NOT accept and do NOT implement the proposed The DCR Fells
Trails System Plan in the Fells Reservation. The Fells is a natural resource that you and I
have both legal and historic mandates to protect and preserve.

Susan Murray

Melrose, MA 02176

From: Deborah Parker [_]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 4:37 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment



To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where
visitors can experience and appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a
comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety
impacts of opening hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans

for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells resources and
visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure
the safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be
considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Deborah Parker

Medford, MA 02155

From: cbbader@gmail.com

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 4:39 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where
visitors can experience and appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a
comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety
impacts of opening hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans

for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells resources and
visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure
the safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells.



Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be
considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

From: Joe Hayes [joeyghayes@comcast.net]
Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 4:42 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

[ live in Stoneham and have enjoyed the Fells for many years. Although I can no longer walk
my dog in the Fells, as there are too many people violating the leash-law there, and my
small dog has been attacked by large, aggressive, unleashed dogs on THREE occasions, I
still escape into the Fells whenever I can. As it is, walking along paths puts one at risk from
speeding mountainbikers. New changes to the Fells restrictions regarding mountainbikers
will, i fear, only make this situation worse. DON"T DO THIS!!

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hikingA trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

AA

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

From: Rob [

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 4:43 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Middlesex Fells comment



[ am opposed to opening the trails to mountain bikes without a full and public review of the
impact this would have on the Fells, including the trails themselves, wildlife habitat and
vegetation. Provision must be made for sufficient number of additional rangers to enforce
regulations of mountain bike use.

Regards,
Rob

Rob Truslow

Woburn MA 01801

From: Fred Merk |-]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 4:44 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors
can experience and appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a
comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety
impacts of opening hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans

for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the
safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be
considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Frederick B Merk

Melrose MA 02176

From: Anne Brescia [_]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 4:41 PM
To: Fellstrail. Comments@state.ma.us
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment



To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to

protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

Anne Brescia

From: Angela Vitulli [_]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 4:49 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

['m a homeowner in Melrose, MA. When I bought my home a year ago, one of the selling
points is that it is directly across the street from the Fells. Since moving to Melrose, |
greatly enjoy peaceful strolls in the Fells with my husband and my dog.

[ am concerned about opening up all of the Fells paths to mountain biking. Mountain biking
is currently allowed in select areas of the Fells, balancing the needs of hikers and bikers.
The presence of mountain bikers on all trails may overwhelm hikers and lead to safety
issues.

Moreover, allowing mountain biking on all trails may cause environmental damage to
ecologically sensitive areas of the Fells. DCR should not change Fells trail usage until after
completion of a comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan. A Resource Management
Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening hiking trails to bike use,
and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells resources and
visitors.



Thank you,
Angela Helman

Melrose, MA 02176

From: Frank Stanford [_]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 4:52 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hikingA trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to

protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Please do not make changes without considering the environmental effect they will have on
the very limited natural resources we currently enjoy now.

Thank you,
Frank Stanford

Melrose, MA 02176

From: cjscar [

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 4:53 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,



For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hikingA trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

AA
This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife.for the invaluable resource that it is.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan which is obviously not part of the Commonwealths
priority.

At the pace you are pushing the abuse of the existing Fells I would expect lakefront condos
must be a major consideration for future development. [ know developers are waiting in
the wings with roomy wallets so everyone can profit financially.

Jon D Scarborough
Melrose, MA

From: Brian McAllister [ |

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 4:54 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

[ am an active biker in the Fells as well as a hiker and I do not see the need
for such a drastic change in allowed usage. I fear that you are acceding to a
vocal minority of users while ignoring a much larger constituency that likely
has no idea this is being considered.

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can
experience and appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive
Fells Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of
opening hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of



all regulations to protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety
of everyone who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered
as part of a full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

Brian McAllister
Melrose, MA

From: Harry Bochner [_]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 5:04 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,
For many years now I've been watching the trails in the Fells get
eroded by over-use, especially by the use of bikes on hiking trails.

[ am very concerned about proposals to open more trails to bike use.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a
comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety
impacts of opening hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans

for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the
safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be
considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Harry Bochner

Medford, MA

From: Ivana Delalle [_]



Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 5:10 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to

protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Ivana Delalle

Medford, MA 02155

From: Michael La Vecchia [ ||| | ||
Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 5:12 PM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,For over a century the Fells has served as a
Reservation where visitors can experience and appreciate nature. Please
do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a

comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan. A Resource Management Plan
would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening hiking trails
to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations

to protect Fells resources and visitors. This is essential to protect

Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone who

enjoys the Fells.Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan
should only be considered as part of a full Resource Management
Plan.Thank you,




From: macbook |_]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 8:08 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where
visitors can experience and appreciate nature. Please do not change Fells trail usage until
after completion of a comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan. A Resource
Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening hiking
trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells
resources and visitors. This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure
the safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells.Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails
Plan should only be considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan.Thank you,

Ginny LaCrow

From: [N (1

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 5:13 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,For over a century the Fells has served as a
Reservation where visitors can experience and appreciate nature. Please
do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a

comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan. A Resource Management Plan
would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening hiking trails
to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations

to protect Fells resources and visitors. This is essential to protect

Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone who

enjoys the Fells.Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan
should only be considered as part of a full Resource Management
Plan.Thank you,

To whom it may concern:

The Fells Trails System Plan must remain in draft form while a Fells Resource Management
Plan (RMP) process is underway.

No significant changes in Fells Reservation trail use should be made until the RMP process
is completed.

Why is this necessary?

e Visitors can forget those moments of solitude and peacefulness on our walks and hikes.
» Visitors will watch as sensitive and rare plant communities are decimated.

e Visitors will witness destruction of Fells wildlife habitats.



e Hordes of mountain bikers will descend for biking events in this once peaceful
Reservation.

» The speed and danger of wheeled vehicles on walking paths will threaten the safety of
all other Fells visitors.

Who will keep the bikers on the allowed trails only? What will the penalty be for biking
willy-nilly all over the Fells? How will rare plants and animal habitats be protected?

Please don’t take away this beautiful natural resource. I can’t imagine enjoying a Fells hike
with bikes whizzing carelessly by, and to have no means of recourse when they fail to obey
the trail markings and rules.

Please consider other options!

Deb & Dan Sullivan

Woburn, MA

From: Frances Donovan [-]
Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 5:20 PM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to

protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

Frances Donovan



Arlington, MA 02474

From: Amy Davies [amjo41@earthlink.net]
Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 5:22 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,
Do not let mountain bikes on the trials anywhere in the Fells!!!!

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to

protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

~Amy Davies

From: Margaret Ris I_]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 5:27 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century Middlesex Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can
experience and appreciate nature. Many community members from Stoneham, Winchester,
Boston and surrounding communities value the Fells as an extraordinary means to
experience nature in this dense urban area.



[ urge you to retain the current Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive
Fells Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone -
not just one subgroup - who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

[ ask you to be judicious and cautious before enacting any change to this piece of the
Emerald Necklace. That should only come after completion of the Fells Resource
Management Plan to insure its continued optimal usage by a maximum number of Boston
area residents.

Thank you,
Margaret Shean Ris

Boston, MA 02109

From: Susan Gerould [_]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 5:28 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

[ am a bike rider and a hiker and feel that each should have their
place in the Fells but all trails should not be open to bikers in
order to preserve the qualities of solitude and low impact useage.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a
comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety
impacts of opening hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans

for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells resources and
visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure
the safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be



considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan.
Thank you,
Susan Gerould

Medford MA 02155

From: Kim DeAndrade [kimdea@earthlink.net]
Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 5:30 PM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where
visitors can experience and appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a
comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety
impacts of opening hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans

for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells resources and
visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure
the safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be
considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
KimDeAndrade

Medford

From: Vincent Marcellino [_]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 5:34 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,



For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to

protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

Vincent Marcellino

From: Eileen Sullivan [eileensullivan5@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 5:37 PM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to

protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,



Eileen Sullivan

Somerville, MA 0214

From: nygren@gmail.com [-] On Behalf Of Erik Nygren [erik@nygren.org]
Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 5:45 PM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan comment --- keep biking limited!

['ve heard that there are plans being considered to open up all Middlesex Fells trails

to Mountain Biking. As someone who enjoys quiet strolls through the Fells appreciating

its nature, I'm extremely worried about the impact that this would have on the
environment

of the Fells. I've seen first-hand the damage that is done by the illegal mountain biking

on closed trails, and I wouldn't want to see that endorsed and legitimized on a broader
scale.

There is a place for mountain bikes alongside hikers, but it should be on a limited subset

of trails that are less subject to root damage or erosion and which have adequate sight-lines
to ensure hikers aren't in-danger from speeding mountain bikers.

[ grew up in Marin Country, California where mountain biking was born, so I have
seen many trails and hiking areas destroyed by uncontrolled mountain biking.
Please don't let this happen to all (or most) of the Fell's trails.

Thank you for your consideration,

Erik

From: Sallyann Roth [_]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 5:47 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,
[ am a 25 year user (walker) in the fells; I love that place and the peaceful walks I have had
there alone and with friends. I loks for the tiny orchids and small wild flowers that are an

amazing experience to find in t his urban environnmet.

A key reason [ bought my house here 25 years ago was because of the Fells and this aspect
of it. I can walk to the Fells from where I live and have a peaceful experience in any season.



[ plead with you to open this process to all voices, not to create any kind of polarization, but
to try and find ways to satisfy many different needs and avoid destroying some to please
others.

[ have great hope that we can gather together to sort out creative and manageable ways to
do this.

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to

protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

From: Kathleen Simone [_]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 5:51 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.



Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

Kathleen Simone
Malden

From: Sally Chapman [chapmansal@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 5:55 PM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment-no RMP

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature. And as an urban park it is a pleasure to encounter multiple other users
while enjoying the park.

There is no need for a Fells Resource Management Plan. This is simply tactic for the Freinds
of the Fells to avoid working with the mountain biking groups in a spirit of community to
find a balance of usage that works best for all. The costs and time required to prepare these
plans would prevent the DCR from managing most of their parks for nearly a decade.

Fells plant and wildlife will be best protected by getting the proper amount of skilled trail
maintenance for all of the hikers, snow-shoers, skiers, trail running, dog walking, and
bikers that use the park.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should should go ahead without a
costly Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Sally Chapman

From: Jack Ridge [ Gl

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 6:00 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors
can experience and appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a



comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan.
A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety
impacts of opening hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans

for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the
safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be
considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Jack Ridge

Medford, MA 02155

From: MARIE PERKINS [
Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 6:03 PM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Cc: friends@fells.org
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hikingA trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

AA

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank You,
Michael Powers



South Boston MA 02127

From: Daniel Jacob [ Gl

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 5:52 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where
visitors can experience and appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a
comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety
impacts of opening hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans
for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure
the safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be
considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Daniel and Janice Jacob

Medford, MA 02155

From:

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 6:17 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors
can experience and appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a
comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety
impacts of opening hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans
for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells resources and



visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the
safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be
considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan.

[ do not want to see further bike use in the Fells. I frequently walk in
the Fells and enjoy this bit of wonderful nature so close to Boston and I

already see the detrimental effects of increased bike use in the Fells.

Thank you,
Gail Barry

Medford MA 02155

From:

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 6:20 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature. Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a
comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan. A Resource Management Plan would
consider environmental and safety impacts of opening hikingEtrails to bike use, and would
include plans for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells resources and visitors. EE
This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells. Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be

considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Debra Bluth
Cambridge, MA

From: [N (1

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 6:29 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,



For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hikingA trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

AA

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

Martha Stearns
Cambridge, MA

From: Joel Snider [

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 6:33 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.



Thank you, Joel Snider,MD,9 Allen Street, Cambridge, Ma.02140(frequent hiker in the
Fells) .

From: lan Gendreau [_]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 6:37 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Ian Gendreau

From: Deborah [_]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 6:38 PM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: James McCaffrey; Chapter excom plus; Donna Brownell
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

The Fells is a regular haunt of mine because I am carless and can reach it easily via the Oak
Grove T station from downtown Boston. | have been there every weekend for the previous
month and am concerned that the DCR is selling short hikers, walkers and others who visit
the Fells for peace and quiet. I have nothing against bicycles; I ride one myself on roads
and bike paths. ButIdon't think they belong on hiking trails in the Fells. It presents a
danger to me and to wildlife because I and they cannot hear the approach of a bike. The
surprise is inevitably unpleasant because it scares me and disturbs my solitude, but
suppose [ was a small critter and couldn't get out of the way in time...



One day recently | saw several Common Garter snakes sunning themselves along-side the
Cross Fells Trail. I am sure that mountain bikers never see wildlife because riding and
negotiating the technical challenges that the Fells presents is not conducive to a close
inspection of flora and fauna.

The DCR does not have the resources to maintain and police the Fells. There are trees
down across trails that require detours, and refreshing and replacing signage always needs
regular attention. | have worked on the Rock Circuit Trail in years past, and volunteer help
makes a difference. While I have concerns about the impact of bicycles on the environment
and definitely think they should be prohibited during the Spring thaw, [ am on less certain
ground in a discussion about relative impacts of different user communities. There are so
many ways to quantify impact; this is a piece of the consideration that should be informed
by historical and experiential data. For my part, [ will only say it can be said that a bicycle
is a machine and out of place in a landscape that should first and foremost be protected as a
habitat for non-human species.

Protecting the environment, flora and fauna is critical to the whole visitor experience -- one
that should involve all the senses in a positive way. Birdsong, the scurrying of squirrels,
snakes and other small animals, water flowing and trickling, the diversity of tree and plant
life. I would like to be immersed by the sounds of nature, if not be reminded that my needs
are secondary to those others.

The Fells is a gem. It has it's problems, but at present they are mostly due to short
resources. Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive
Fells Resource Management Plan. A Resource Management Plan would consider
environmental and safety impacts of opening hiking trails to bike use, and would include
plans for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells resources and visitors. This is
essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone who
enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Deborah Holt,

Boston, MA 02114

From: Katy Kennedy [[| G

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 6:40 PM
To: Fellstrail. Comments@state.ma.us
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,



For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to

protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Katherine P. Kennedy

Melrose, Ma. 02176

From: downhill7811@comcast.net [downhill7811@comcast.net]
Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 6:48 PM

To: Fellstrail Comments; Sullivan, Rick (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Middlesex Fells "Fells Trails System Plan"

Dear Commissioner Sullivan & all those concerned,

[ am writing to address my concern regarding the proposed Fells Trails System Plan that is
soon to be implemented in part in the Middlesex Fells Reservation.

Before any such action is taken, DCR must conduct a full scale Resource Management Plan
that adequately addresses all usages of the Middlesex Fells and the threats that such usages
impose on the property. DCR must also follow the guidelines of NHESP to adequately
identify priority habitat and species of concern. Identifying all potential priority habitat
has not yet been completed and is a process that could take several seasons to complete.

NHESP has stated its concerns to the DCR Trails Plan architects as follows, "beyond impacts
to rare species habitats, dense trail networks can disrupt breeding birds, create lethal
barriers to amphibian movement, and compact forest soils, among other impacts to general
biodiversity." Please do not ignore the concerns of NHESP.



Currently NEMBA maintains a 6.3 mile mountain bike loop trail in the Middlesex Fells.
Mountain bikers in the Fells also have access to over 35 miles of fireroads within.

There are also many illegal trails in use by mountain bikers within the Fells. Illegal trail
usage will continue with or without the addition of more mountain bike trails due to the
fact that there is no plan in effect that allows state police and rangers to enforce rules and
restrictions. This issue must be addressed.

With climate change as it is, can we really define a mud season or limit it to the one month
period (March 1-31) that NEMBA is proposing? An increase in mountain bikes during mud
season will cause much errosion and disturbance to the forest floor, forever changing the
landscape as we now know it.

Should we open up DCR property for after dark usage? NO. Absolutely not. There are
species that move about between dusk and dawn that would be adversely affected. There
are already enough environmental pressures on these species that threaten their existance.
The amphibians, reptiles and mammals that call the Fells their home deserve to be
protected.

Also, opening up DCR property to after dark usage will lead to other problems, in particular
the safety and protection of those wishing to use the property after dusk. Who will police
the property at such times?

Shared usage of trails is not a good idea. Most of the trails are not suitable for this. Hikers,
especially those with young children using the trails, should not have to be concerned
about a mountain biker flying down the trail and potentially causing injury. Also, the
solitude enjoyed by hikers should not be disrupted by mountain bikers.

Fireroads that are shared by bikers and hikers should remain unchanged. They are wide
enough to handle both and should perhaps be set up so that bikers can have their own lane.

Should unmarked/unregistered trails (a.k.a illegal trails) be legitimized? NO. There are
reasons why trails are not legal and maintained in these areas. Just because there are
unmarked/unregistered trails in use does not legitimize making them legal mountain bike
trails. Consideration needs to be given to why we conserve open space and the
preservation of habitat. Human recreation in the reservation is important, but one must
remember that it is a place that we visit. It is not our home. But it is home to many other
species and the landscape should not be riddled with more "legal” MBT's or hiking trails for
that matter that degrade and erode the forest floor.

This is what NEMBA had to say on 9/07/2010 in response to an upcoming DCR meeting:
"We believe DCR knows what the right thing to do is. This meeting will show us whether
they can act on that in clear and immediate ways."

They also stated the following on 6/7/2010: "Don't be afraid to express your outrage
(appropriately) that DCR is backing away from their planning process and yielding to those



who can't share A PUBLIC RESOURCE THAT WE ALL SUPPORT THROUGH OUR TAX
DOLLARS."

It is my understanding that the reservation is a "Natural Resource”, not a Public Resource
as NEMBA views it.

Therefore in response I have to ask you, Mr. Sullivan, what is the right thing to do? Is it not
to protect natural resources and promote and regulate responsible recreation on DCR
property? I urge you to promote responsible usage of the Middlesex Fells Reservation so as
to protect habitat, prevent degredation of the landscape and provide a safe place for all to
recreate.

Please do not allow mountain biking lobbyist such as NEMBA to unduly linfluence the
decision making process. As the past has proven time and time again, trail usage must be
regulated.

Please take the time to address all of the issues, to come up with a Resource Management
Plan for the Middlesex Fells and to adequately survey for priority habitat and species of
concern in accordance with the guidelines put forth by NHESP.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Cheryl Miller

Melrose, MA 02176

From: Linda Robinson [_]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 7:00 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Please continue to reserve certain trails and areas for non bikers

As a somewhat older walker/hiker, I frequently use the trails that are supposedly off limits
to mountain bikes. Imagine me blithely scrambling up a hill and having to jump off the
path because two or three bikes come barreling down. It happens now, but the
restrictions do provide me with a clear primary right to the path.

[ am not a naturalist, so I am not sure how serious the effects will be on the natural habitat
and erosion of less restricted bike usage. A full environmental resource impact plan
should be done prior to changing the rules and creating conditions that will permit
sanctioned, rather than illicit, use of large areas of the Fells reservation in a much more
invasive manner. The torrential rains this year washed away a lot of soil and made some
trails difficult to use for a while - further destruction of vegetation cannot be a good idea.



Thank you,
Linda Robinson
Arlington, MA

From: Mary Evenson [-]
Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 7:14 PM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Cc: friends@fells.org
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors
can experience and appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a
comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety
impacts of opening hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans
for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the
safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be
considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan.

Personally, I have lived in Medford since 1998 and [ have hiked the
trails on nearly a daily basis since then, in all seasons. I recently
encountered a couple who was hiking and they commented on the
peacefulness being like 'paradise’. I have witnessed destruction of the
habitat and existing trails on Rams Head Hill that has been done by
mountain bikers, digging holes in the soil in order to build-up biking
ramps and jumps. This destruction scars the land and kills the plants,
significantly disrupting the ecology of this treasured green space.

Thank you,
Mary Evenson

Medford, MA 02155

From:
Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 7:18 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)



Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature. Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a
comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan. A Resource Management Plan would
consider environmental and safety impacts of opening hiking trails to bike use, and would
include plans for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells resources and visitors. This
is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone who
enjoys the Fells. Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be
considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

[ have lived in this area all of my life and the Fells is one of the major resources that cannot
be overlooked.

Please do not change the policy that has governed this area.

Sincerely,

Judy Tanner

Wakefield MA 01880

From: Sarah Thompson [ GzGzGzG

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 7:20 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.



Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan. There has already been significant damage and
degradation to parts of the Skyline Trail by illegal mountain bike usage.

Thank you,
Sarah Thompson

Winchester, MA 91890

From: Candelman4 [candelman4@aol.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 7:23 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern, For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where
visitors can experience and appreciate nature. Please do not change Fells trail usage until
after completion of a comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan. A Resource
Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening hiking
trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells
resources and visitors. This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure
the safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells. Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells
Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan. Thank
you,

From: Katherine McVety [
Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 7:45 PM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

We chose to buy a home in Medford, in large part, because of its proximity to the Fells. We
are a young family and enjoy peaceful hiking with our children as well as running and
hiking there on our own. Any change in trails usage that expands biking will drastically
reduce the safety of the Fells for non-bikers. We often jump out of the way of bikers. Last
year, [ had a near miss while grabbing my son to pull him from the trail as a lone biker
raced by. | was six months pregnant and would have been hit if we were not very alert and
quick. We were on a trail closed to bikers.

Anyone who hikes regularly in the Fells will confirm that there is little to no policing of the
area or enforcement of rules. In six years, [ have never seen anyone from the DCR in the
Fells. Dog walkers let their dogs defecate on and off trails and do not keep them on a leash.
[t is impossible to imagine that the increase in biking will be monitored any more
rigorously. Non-bikers will be unsafe and the environment will be degraded. It's bad
enough now, why make it worse? Why not value such a gift?



If the Fells changes in the way now proposed, we will be looking for our new home in a
community with safe access to shared natural space. It will be a shame if the Fells changes
in this way and we will miss the area.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to

protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

Katherine McVety
Powder House Road, Medford

From: Andrea V. Doukas [_]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 7:47 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Protect the Fells!

To whom it may concern:
Please protect the Fells from the damage that would be done by proposed new bike use!

For over a century, the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature. More than ever, we need to preserve these natural havens.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan. A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental
and safety impacts of opening hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for
enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells resources and visitors. This is essential to
protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety and enjoyment of all who visit the
Fells. Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as
part of a full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,



Andrea Doukas

Brookline, MA 02446

From: GAIL NORCROSS [gnorcross@comcast.net]
Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 7:48 PM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

[ am writing to ask you to wait for, review, and consider the details of a comprehensive
Fells Resource Management Plan prior to making any changes in the Fells trail usage.

My family has enjoyed the Fells for over 22 years. My son often runs in the Fells: something
he has been doing since he was a High School Cross Country runner. My husband used to
take hour long walks in the Fells every Sunday while our daughter took ice skating lessons
at the skating rink close by. My neighbors with young children frequent the Fells. We all,
in our own way, value and appreciate what the Fells has to offer. Opening hiking trails to
bike use could significantly change and put at potential risk, not only the safety of our
children's access to the Fells, but the serenity and wonder the Fells currently offers.

[ would like the Fells plant and wildlife to be protected for generations to come. [ would
like my grandchildren to be able to experience the Fells as it is today: a beautiful, serene

oasis. A safe place for all plants, wildlife, and visitors.

Please make any changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan as part of a full
Resource Management Plan.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Gail Norcross

Melrose, MA 02176

From: Elisabeth Sylvan [lisard@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 7:53 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,



We take our 3 year-old and 18 month to the Fells regularly. It is a place we know that they
can walk in peace, wander around the trail, and look at things without concern for being
run over by bikes or cars. I run there regularly and it is a place where I can find peace. This
is a rare resource on our side of the city that our family appreciates tremendously.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan. A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental
and safety impacts of opening hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for
enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells resources and visitors. Changes in trail use
proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a full Resource
Management Plan.

Thank you,
Elisabeth Sylvan

From: Eli Daniel [_]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 8:14 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to

protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Eli Daniel

Somerville, MA 02144




From: Emily Munoz |_]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 8:24 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where
visitors can experience and appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a
comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety
impacts of opening hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans

for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells resources and
visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure
the safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be
considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

Emily Munoz
Somerville, MA

From: Donene Williams [-]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 8:24 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.



A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Donene Williams

Somerville MA 02143

From:

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 8:28 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors
can experience and appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a
comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety
impacts of opening hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans

for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells resources and
visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure
the safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be
considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

From: Joseph Zamparelli, Jr. [_]
Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 8:29 PM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)



Cc: friends@fells.org
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

[ write in opposition to the expansion of Middlesex Fells Mountain Bike access.

Biking is currently allowed in the Fells, I'm sure mountain bikers want more access, but I
want to able to walk with my family without fear. We already need to be careful on the
larger trails/roads, and that's ok, I'm glad to see the bikers enjoying themselves, and I'm
glad they have a place to do it, but they have enough.

I'm a fan of target shooting, archery and hunting, but I wouldn't want to see that in the
Fells. In a community of dense population and limited woodland acreage, we must share
our resources. Mountain bikers shouldn't be excluded, neither should they get the run of

the Fells.

Please, no expansion of the rules, at least not until after completion of a comprehensive
Fells Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
All the best-
Joseph Zamparelli, Jr.

Medford, MA 02155-2440

From: Marianne Long [-]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 8:33 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern:

For the last ten years my family and I have enjoyed walking, hiking, picnicking, and boating
throughout the reservations. I respectfully ask that you do not change Fells trail usage until
after completion of a comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.



This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Kind Regards,
Marianne, Brian and Nick Long

Melrose, MA 02176

From:

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 8:38 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern, For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where
visitors can experience and appreciate nature. Please do not change Fells trail usage until
after completion of a comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan. A Resource
Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening hiking
trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells
resources and visitors. This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure
the safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells. Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells
Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan. Thank
you,

Marie Gonsalo
Melrose, MA 02176

From: John Hostage [

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 8:42 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors
can experience and appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a
comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety



impacts of opening hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans
for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the
safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells.

Mountain bikes cause far more damage to trails than hiking or walking.
Bikes are incompatible with the enjoyment and safety of hikers on the

trails.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be
considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
John Hostage

Watertown, MA 02472

From: Arthur Daiopulos [_]
Sent: Tuesday, October 26,2010 9:01 PM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hikingA trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

AA
This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone

who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,




From: Lori Green [_]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 9:16 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Protect the Reservation

To whom it may concern,For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where
visitors can experience and appreciate nature. Please do not change Fells trail usage until
after completion of a comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan. A Resource
Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening hikingA
trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells
resources and visitors.A A This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure
the safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells.Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails
Plan should only be considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

Lori Green

From: Mindy Arbo [_]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 9:20 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature. We have lived in Winchester for 25 years, and the ability to walk in a
peaceful quiet woodland setting- was the main draw to our moving here.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hikingA trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

AA

An RMP is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells. Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be
considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan.

As employees of a state agency, we look to you to uphold the interests of local Fells area
residents. Woods have always been places of peace and quiet and communing with nature.
Speeding bikes with riders yelling, is not our idea of peace and quiet. If, after an RMP,
mountain bikes are eventually given access, we request that this access be limited to a set
area where walkers/hikers are less frequent.



Thank you,
The Cotton-Arbo family

winchester ma 01890

From: Katherine Landry [_]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 9:30 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.com

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to

protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

Katherine

From: Elizabeth M. R. McCullen [_]
Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 9:36 PM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Cc: friends@fells.org
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,
For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and

appreciate nature, and has meant a great deal deal to my husband and I. We moved to
Boston from a very rural community in Northern Michigan in 2007, and both had a difficult



time adjusting to life in the city. The Fells has been our escape for almost four years now.
It breaks our hearts to imagine those peaceful trails clogged with mountain bikers and
beautiful Fells habitats destroyed. PLEASE, do not allow such detrimental changes to occur.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan. A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental
and safety impacts of opening hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for
enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells resources and visitors. This is essential to
protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells.
Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

Elizabeth M. R. McCullen
Thomas M. Babinec

From: Anne McClintock [-]
Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 9:53 PM

To: Fellstrail. Comments@state.ma.us
Cc: friends@fells.org
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to

protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

Anne McClintock



Medford, MA 02155

From: Thomas Thiers |_]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 9:55 PM
To: Fellstrail. Comments@state.ma.us
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Thomas Thiers

From: Connie MacDonald |_]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 9:57 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.



This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Connie MacDonald

Stoneham, MA 02180

From: Maria Grunwald [_]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 9:58 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to

protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Maria Grunwald

Malden, MA 02148

From: Martha Irwin |_]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26,2010 10:24 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment



To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to

protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

From:

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 10:41 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern at DCR -

For over a century the Middlesex Fells Reservation has served as a place where visitors can
experience and appreciate nature. Please do not change Fells trail usage until after
completion of a comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan. A Resource Management
Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening hiking trails to bike use,
and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells resources and
visitors. This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife communities, and to ensure the
safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells. Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails
Plan should only be considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan.

[ am a resident of Lexington, MA, where recently our local ConCom responded to resident
concerns regarding degradation of local conservation property by dog owners and
professional dog walkers. Trails, plant life and wildlife in the Willard's Woods area were all
negatively impacted through overuse of the property by one particular population. There
is now a compromise plan in place that took into account comments by ALL users. Perhaps
the DCR could live up to the CONSERVATION portion of its name and take a similar
approach.



Thank you,
Barbara Tarrh

Lexington, MA

From: Tim Clegg |_]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 10:54 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hikingA trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

AA

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

Timothy Clegg
Medford, Mass

From: Virginia Fuller ||| EEEzGzG

Sent: Tuesday, October 26,2010 11:06 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern - For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where
visitors can experience and appreciate nature. Please do not change Fells trail usage until
after completion of a comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan. A Resource
Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking-ttrails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to



protect Fells resources and visitors. This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and
to ensure the safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells. Changes in trail use proposed by the
Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan.
Thank you,

Virginia Fuller

Belmont MA 02478

From: Louann Larson [_]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26,2010 11:11 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

My family and I have been enjoying the wild beauty of the Fells for the past 26 years, since
moving to Malden. We especially value the opportunity to hike on the narrow, gently-used
rock circuit trails where we are able to observe a wonderful array of plants, birds, and
other wildlife.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Louann Larson
Malden, MA

From: Mary A. Reynolds [_]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26,2010 11:21 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.



Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hikingA trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

AA

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

From: Alicia Hintlian [_]

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 11:21 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to

protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

Sincerely,
Alicia Hintlian

From: Duke Briscoe [_]



Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 12:37 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to

protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Duke Briscoe

Arlington, MA 02474

From: jiffy0552@aol.com

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 1:04 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: Friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern:

For over a century the Middlesex Fells has served as a reservation where visitors can
experience and appreciate nature. Please do not change trail usage there until after
completion of a comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan. A Resource Management
Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening hiking trails to bike use,
for example, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells
resources and visitors. This is essential to protect at-risk plant and wildlife, and to ensure
the safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells. Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells
Trails Plan should be considered only as part of a full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Martin Lerman, -, Watertown, MA 02472

From: Rex Huang |-]
Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 3:34 AM



To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature. Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a
comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan. A Resource Management Plan would
consider environmental and safety impacts of opening hiking trails to bike use, and would
include plans for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells resources and visitors. This
is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone who
enjoys the Fells. Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be
considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

Rex Huang
Resident of Winchester, MA

From: Leslie Kramer [_]

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 5:11 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Leslie Kramer

Medford, MA
(resident since 1977)




From: Margaret Lankow [mlankow@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 5:55 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to

protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

From: Earl W Thompson [-]
Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 5:55 AM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hikingA trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.A A

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,




From: Helen Gillis [_]

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 8:11 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to

protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Helen M. Gillis

Malden, MA 02148

From: janet polcaro [[|

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 8:23 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,
As we all know, once a privilege is granted, it is very difficult to take it away.
For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and

appreciate nature. Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a
comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan.



Right now, the children can run ahead for a little distance, enjoying freedom not easily
experienced in today's world. If there are bikers on the trail, it would be too dangerous as
a bike's approach is sometimes very quiet, but fast.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of
a full Resource Management Plan. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Janet Polcaro - Medford MA 02155

From: Connolly, Katherine [_]

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 8:27 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to

protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Kathy Connolly

Medford, MA 02155

From: Valiente, Marta [|||| Gc&

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 8:37 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,



For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking A trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

AA

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

From: Groden Suzy [_]

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 8:47 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where
visitors can experience and appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a
comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety
impacts of opening hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans

for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure
the safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be
considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

From: ] Sullivan |_]

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 8:50 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment



To whom it may concern, For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where
visitors can experience and appreciate nature. Please do not change Fells trail usage until
after completion of a comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan. A Resource
Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening hiking
trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells
resources and visitors. This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure
the safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells. Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells
Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan.

A major consideration in the purchase of my house was the proximity to the Fells. |
regularly walk in the Fells for relaxation and exercise. Allowing wider access to bikers will
deprive me and others who enjoy the solitude of the woods. The very nature of biking is in
conflict with a quiet appreciation of wild places. While the Fells may be compromised by its
proximity to urban areas, it offers an opportunity for those of us who live here to slow
down and savor the world around us. Surely there is a better place for folks who want to
challenge themselves with speed and rough trails to enjoy their pass-time - it should not be
at the expense of those of us who have been appreciating the fells over the years in more
traditional ways .

Thank you,
] Sullivan
Melrose

From: Joe Connolly |-]
Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 8:54 AM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Cc: friends@fells.org
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors
can experience and appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a
comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety
impacts of opening hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans
for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the
safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells.



Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be
considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Joseph Connolly

Medford, MA 02155

From:

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 8:57 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan. Once the Fells is damaged, the restoration costs would be

prohibitive.

Thank you,
Kathryn Vitiello

Medford, MA

From: Stubbs Family [_]

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 9:05 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,



For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
George Stubbs
Melrose, MA

From: Joanne L Cummings |-]
Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 9:14 AM

To: Fellstrail. Comments@state.ma.us
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

[ enjoy daily walks in the Fells and already notice how the bikes have damaged some trails.
Please preserve this incredible resource that so many of us treasure.



Thank you,

Joanne Cummings

From: Barry Goldstein [_]

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 10:34 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hikingA trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails
Plan should only be considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan.

In particular, opening up almost all the Fells trails to biker would completely ruin the
experience for those of us who just want to walk around, free of fear of being run down. Not
to mention the erosive nature of mountain bikes.

And since enforcement of the existing restrictions on mountain biking is pathetic, the
bikers will essentially take over ALL the trails: given an inch (a very big inch), they'll take

the mile.

Thank you,
Barry Goldstein

Newtonville, MA

From: Gail Harkins |_]

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 9:47 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment



To whom it may concern,For over a century the Fells has served as a
Reservation where visitors can experience and appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a
comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan. A Resource Management
Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening hiking
trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all
regulations to protect Fells resources and visitors. This is

essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the

safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells.Changes in trail use proposed

by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a full
Resource Management Plan.Thank you,

From: Hodgson, Mark O [-]
Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 9:51 AM

To: Fellstrail. Comments@state.ma.us
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern:

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature. Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a
comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan. A Resource Management Plan would
consider environmental and safety impacts of opening hiking trails to bike use, and would
include plans for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells resources and visitors. This
is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone who
enjoys the Fells.Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be
considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

Mark Hodgson

From: Mathew Helman [_]

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 10:19 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

Less than a year ago, my wife and I moved to Melrose, literally across the street from the
Fells. That was one of the selling points of moving where we moved. It is a pleasure and a
privilege to have such close access to the Fells. That is why I am writing to you today to
please not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells Resource
Management Plan.



A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors. This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and
to ensure the safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan. Any rushed changes would harm the ability of everyone to
enjoy the Fells to the fullest and to the safest.

Thank you,
Mathew Helman
, Melrose

From: Bobby Powers [ EG;&G

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 10:40 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature. Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a
comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors. This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and
to ensure the safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells. Changes in trail use proposed by the
Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Bob & Marge Powers

Stoneham, MA 02180

From: Jeana McNeil (|| G

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 10:44 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells

Dear DCR,



You have a critical responsibility in the upcoming decision about trails usage at the Fells. I
am concerned that DCR is short cutting the process and yielding to pressure from certain
interest groups, and as a result aborting the proper review processes. Your decision will
impact the reservation for decades to come. For over a century the Fells has served as a
Reservation where visitors can experience and appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Sincerely,
Jeana McNeil
Melrose, MA

From: Julie Meyers [ G

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 10:51 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells trail usage

To whom it may concern,

New England is a beautiful place, but near the big cities there is very little nature to be
shared among many people with many different interests.

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can
experience and appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a
comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts
of opening hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for

enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the



safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be
considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

Julie Meyers

From: Peter Brenc [elllano@gmail.com]

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 11:02 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to

protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

From: Alex (home) Wolsk [
Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 12:26 PM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Cc: friends@fells.org
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.



Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to

protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

Alex Wolsk

From: Rebecca and Matthew [_]

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 12:55 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

[ walk in the Fells regularly myself, with my children and with my
dog. [ thouroughly appreciate the large network of trails and the
accessibility of the trails for all kinds of people right in the
middle of so many communities.

[ feel that if the trails are opened to mountain biking people who
want to use the trails for walking will be much more reluctant to do
so. As it is when [ run into mountain bikers who currently use the
trails (not sure if they are supposed to be there) I feel unsafe and I
feel as if they think [ am in their way. They go so fast and you need
to jump off the trail to get out of their way.

Mountain bikers tend to be from one cohort - the ones I see are mostly
men in their 20s and 30s. Given the need for people of all ages and
abilities to get exercise I think the Fells should remain a

comfortable place for all people to go in order to commune with nature
and get exercise without needing to fear for their safety.

I would sincerely ask that you not open the Fells trails to mountain biking.

Thank you,



Rebecca Dempster

Melrose, MA

From:

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 1:07 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to

protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Jessica Panzarino

Malden ma

From: John Lewis [_]

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 1:01 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: Deborah Holt; Jay McCaffrey

Subject: Fells trails comments from John Lewis

Dear Sirs,
As a user of the Fells trail system and having much experience with the, planning, use and

regulation of natural public open space in the Boston area Il would make several practical
comments about the Fells Resource Management Plan (RMP) that is in process..



It is important to have the whole RMP agreed upon and functional before changes are made
because

1) Any use that is presently permitted is very difficult to change without a lot of work.
2) Any existing use that is not permitted is just as difficult to change.

3) Weak enforcement against a destructive use translates in a short time into a permitted
use.

4) A partial implementation of a plan causes confusion, allowing anybody to interpret the
rules as they wish.

It is important that there be no significant changes in Fells Reservation trail use should
happen until the RMP process is finished. for the above reasons. There are many more good
reasons, but destructive uses will take place in a very short time-frame if the RMP process
is not completed properly, and rapidly become irreversible politically.

Thank you,

John Lewis

-, Boston 02116

From: Anita Gerrein [_]

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 1:15 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.



Thank you,
Anita Gerrein and John Gerrein

Winchester, MA 01890

From: pbrownlis1@aol.com

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 1:31 PM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR); friends@fells.org
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern, For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where
visitors can experience and appreciate nature. Please do not change Fells trail usage until
after completion of a comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan. A Resource
Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening hiking
trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells
resources and visitors. This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure
the safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells. Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells
Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan. Thank
you,

phil brown
melrose mass

From: Evelyn Gladu [ Gz

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 1:40 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.



Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Evelyn Gladu

Melrose MA 02176

From: Jeannette Chechile [_]

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 1:51 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Jeannette Chechile

From: Jane Carter |||

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 2:02 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a
Reservation where visitors can experience and appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells



Resource Management Plan.
A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to

protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only
be considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

Jane Carter
Medford, MA

From: Richard Cannava [-]

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 3:03 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern, For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where
visitors can experience and appreciate nature. Please do not change Fells trail usage until
after completion of a comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan. A Resource
Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening hiking
trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells
resources and visitors. This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure
the safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells. Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells
Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan. Thank
you,

Richard J. Cannava

From: Chris Vogan |_]

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 3:41 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,
For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and

appreciate nature. [ walk the trails daily and love the quiet, peaceful time taking pictures
of plants and wildlife all year around. I urge you to not change Fells trail usage until after



completion of a comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan has been fully and
appropriately conducted.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors. This Plan would certainly take into consideration the
history of these great woods and protect Fells plant and wildlife, along with ensuring the
safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells. Being a nature enthusiast and nature digital
photographer. I have run into several bikers already who have asked me to move out of the
way on a very narrow hiking path so they could continue along. I chose this area for the fact
that there is something for everyone here at the Fells. I'm concerned not only for my safety
but also have bikers zooming along the trail scaring wildlife away which would destroy the
opportunity to capture local wildlife in the natural habitat.

We all should be able to enjoy the solitude of the Fells and changes in trail use proposed by
the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Christine Vogan

Medford, MA 02155

From: Virgilius DiBiase [ G

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 4:29 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.



Thank you,
DiBiase, Virgilius L.

Belmont MA 02478-1711

From: Kenneth Cook [_]

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 4:30 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to

protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

Kenneth J. Cook

From: Bob Buote |_]

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 4:35 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.



A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

Robert Buote
Melrose, MA

From: joseph maddox |_]

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 4:45 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject:

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to

protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Please do not allow this essential resource to be damaged any further. It must be preserved
for us now and the generations that will follow.

Thank you,



Joseph T. Maddox

Everett, MA 02149

From: Nancy Free [_]

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 4:53 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can
experience and appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a
comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts
of opening hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for
enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the
safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be
considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan.

The DCR is supposed to protect the natural resources of the Commonwealth,
not stand by while they are destroyed. What is wrong with DCR?

The current proposed changes to usage of the Middlesex Fells would open
many, if not all, trails to mountain bike use with ruinous results to the
natural beauty and peacefulness of the Fells.

Thank you,
Nancy Free
Malden MA

From:

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 4:55 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Subject: Fells

Please do not open Fells hiking trails to mountain bikes. This will adversely
impact this wonderful reservation.



Joe Leary

Medford, Ma

From: npchoralfa [ Gz

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 5:25 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to

protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
William Page

Melrose, MA 02176

From: Joseph Gerrein (|| GGG

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 5:36 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where
visitors can experience and appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a
comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan.



A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety
impacts of opening hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans

for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells resources and
visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure
the safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be
considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

From:

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 5:50 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.com...

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to

protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Tanya Mccloskey

Malden, Ma 02148

From: Sally Brennan [_]



Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 5:52 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to

protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

From: Marcia Kadish [marcia.kadish@yahoo.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 7:13 PM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature. Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a
comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan. A Resource Management Plan would
consider environmental and safety impacts of opening hiking trails to bike use, and would
include plans for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells resources and visitors.
This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells. Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be
considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

Marcia Kadish
East Border Road Extension resident



Malden, MA 02148

From: | (1

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 7:22 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern, For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where
visitors can experience and appreciate nature. Please do not change Fells trail usage until
after completion of a comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan. A Resource
Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening hiking
trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells
resources and visitors. This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure
the safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells. Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells
Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan. Thank
you,

Kathleen Kelley

From: | NN (1

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 8:11 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Protect the Fells

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature. As a family we enjoy walks in the Fells at least weekly. Itis an
incredible resource that keeps us tuned in to nature in this otherwise busy metropolitan
area in which we live.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan!

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors. (As it stands now we see many a biker on trails that
are not marked for biking).

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.



Thank you,
Susan Amirault and John Keegan

Melrose, MA 02176

From: Michael Weinreich [-]

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 8:34 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to

protect Fells resources and visitors.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

One of the major benefits of the Fells to area residents is the peaceful ambling on the trails,
relatively quiet compared with the environment in the surrounding neighborhoods, with
only foot traffic on the trails. Allowing mountain bikes on the trails would seriously
degrade this benefit.

Thank you,

Michael Weinreich

Lancaster MA 01523

From: Katherine Messier [_]

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 9:56 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

[ am deeply concerned about the proposed changes to the Fells Reservation. For over a
century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and appreciate



nature. The proposed changes will threaten the wildlife and peaceful enjoyment of the
nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan. A comprehensive review is essential to fully understand the
detrimental impact of the biking trails. A Resource Management Plan would consider
environmental and safety impacts of opening hiking trails to bike use, and would include
plans for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is necessary to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Please do not hesitate to call if you have any questions 781-369-1608
Thank you,
Kate Messier

27 Franklin Rd.
Winchester, MA 01890

From: David Clarke [ G

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 10:14 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: Friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

[ understand that there are already sufficient trails for bike use. A real effort needs to be
made to maintain the walking trail system which is much gentler on the natural
environment. This large tract of protected natural land is unusual so close to urban areas.
The comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan should be completed before any trail
use changes are considered.

Thank you,

David Clarke

Concord, MA

From: John Kyper [-]
Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 10:37 PM



To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hikingA trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to

protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
John Kyper

Roxbury 02119

From: cristine cardello |_]

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 10:46 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience
and appreciate nature, in a quiet setting.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan. A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental
and safety impacts of opening hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for
enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells resources and visitors. This is essential to
protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part
of a full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Cristine Cardello



Melrose, MA

From: [ [

Sent: Wednesday, October 27,2010 10:48 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern, For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where
visitors can experience and appreciate nature. Please do not change Fells trail usage until
after completion of a comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan. A Resource
Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening hiking
trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells
resources and visitors. This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure
the safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells. Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells
Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan. Thank
you,

[ walk in the Fells almost daily and have observed bikes everywhere, regardless of signage.
The land erosin from bike use is dramatic and damaging. I sincerely hope this can be
contained to the wider, packed pathways, but what I've encountered is bikers pushing
through the most delicate foliage looking for biking challenges and certainly not in the Fells
to experience the beauty and serenity that will disappear if biking continues at this level.

Barbara Bing

From: Zhaohui Wang I_]

Sent: Thursday, October 28, 2010 4:27 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.



Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Joey Wang

Stoneham, MA

From: Bob Vincent [_]

Sent: Thursday, October 28,2010 5:50 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to

protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

Robert Vincent
Mary Vincent

Wakefield, MA 01880

From: Ernie Sarro [_]

Sent: Thursday, October 28,2010 6:10 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment



To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hikingA trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

AA

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone

who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Ernest Sarro

Winthrop, MA 02152

From: Brad and Nancy Toney [[|
Sent: Thursday, October 28, 2010 6:45 AM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Cc: friends@fells.org
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.



Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Nancy Toney

Melrose, MA 02176

From: Aimee Tow [-]

Sent: Thursday, October 28,2010 9:24 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to

protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Aimee Tow

Somerville, MA 02144

From: Cindy Quealy [cquealy@me.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 28,2010 10:34 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Subject:

To whom it may concern,



For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to

protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Cynthia and John Quealy

Winchester, MA

From: annie dickey [_]

Sent: Thursday, October 28,2010 10:40 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
otter
Annie Dickey
, Lexington, Ma 02421




From: Julie Ebin [_]

Sent: Thursday, October 28, 2010 10:44 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors. [ enjoy the peace and quiet of hiking in the Fells
without the disturbances -- sound-wise, erosion, and beauty-wise -- that mountain bikers
have created in other hiking locations.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Julie Ebin

From: Krista Basis [_]

Sent: Thursday, October 28,2010 11:33 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.



A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Krista Basis

Melrose MA 02176

From: neskier neskier [_]

Sent: Thursday, October 28, 2010 12:21 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject:

[ strongly support enhancing mountain biking experiences and
opportunities within the Fells! I also strongly support lifting

mountain biking restrictions (both seasonal and trail restrictions)!

Thank you

From: [ (1

Sent: Thursday, October 28,2010 1:59 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern, For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where
visitors can experience and appreciate nature. Please do not change Fells trail usage until
after completion of a comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan. A Resource
Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening hiking
trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells
resources and visitors. This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure
the safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells. Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells
Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan. Thank
you,

From: [N 11

Sent: Thursday, October 28,2010 2:03 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Middlesex Fells Trail Draft Plan



To whom it may concern,

[ recently had the pleasure of reading 2010 trail system plan for the Middlesex Fells
Reservation and as a mountain biker; [ was elated to see significant progress made towards
trail access and park improvements. Having ridden and enjoyed the trails in this wonderful
reservation for years, [ have at times been very frustrated with some of the conditions and
impositions placed upon mountain bikers that I see this trail plan correcting. Namely,
initiatives

6.2 Maintain, Improve, and Close Trails in Cooperation with Stewardship Partners

This is, I believe, one of the more important points within the draft plan that not only
emphasizes the desire to provide better constructed/maintained trails, but also seeks to
establish trails that are enjoyable for all parties. It is important that feedback from all
parties is sought as each possesses certain, unique skills that can benefit users of the Fells.
Healthy partnerships with entities that can step in and provide assistance when the DCR
does not have the resources to do so are a step in the right direction.

6.3 Improve Trail Systems Map and Signage

The current trail map/signage is, at the moment, very inadequate. There are a multitude of
trails and connecting trails lacking any identifying information. It would, in my opinion, be
a worthwhile effort for the Fells to follow the example of the Blue Hills Reservation South
of Boston. By labeling trail intersections with numbers corresponding to an official map,
navigation would be simplified significantly.

6.9 Improve Mountain Biker Trail Use Experience

[ cannot stress enough how important it is to uphold the following point, “Work with
stakeholders, such as the FOF, to encourage their members to be respectful of mountain
bikers in the Fells.” It is unfortunate to see a group such as the Friends of the Fells preclude
mountain bikes from the many activities listed on their site. Trail use by bicycles is vilified,
and several statements on their website seek to uphold this general hostility. They state
that the draft trail plan includes provisions to, “create three mountain bike trails from Bear
Hill to Sheepfold.” This is either a deliberate attempt to mislead people into believing that
new trails will be cut through “undisturbed woodlands”, or a lack of reading
comprehension as the plan clearly states that the routes will be established on existing
trails. It goes on to say that a new mountain bike trail will be created to link Flynn Rink to
the south end of Spot Pond. In no way does the draft trail plan say this, as again, it clearly
states it will be an “all persons trail.” The lies put forth by the Friends of the Fells are a
shameful reflection on their organization and demonstrates the disrespectful attitude its
leadership has adopted towards bike use in the Fells. I would like to see this hostility
addressed in the future to reduce the number of uncomfortable interactions between these
two stewardship partners.



[ do however see room for improvement. Initiative 6.8 mentions the possibility for user
designated times. I can only imagine that the goal of this is to reduce conflicts between
certain users groups, but it all precludes individuals whose schedules to not fit into these
arranged times to enjoy the Fells. | take great objection to this initiative.

In summary, I am excited to see the DCR finally addressing the issue of mountain bike
access. The histogram representing user interests is a clear indicator that a strong majority
is in favor of expanding bike access beyond its current levels. [ am hopeful that this plan is
executed with the cooperation of the stewardship parts and that we can all enjoy the park
to its fullest in 2011. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you wish to speak further
concerning my comments. Thanks for your time.

Sincerely,
Tim Souza

From: Mary Beth MARGOLIS ([
Sent: Thursday, October 28, 2010 3:38 PM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

As an Alderman at Large for the City of Melrose, I believe the DCR has a legal and ethical
obligation to undertake a complete Fells Resource Management Plan. before considering
any changes that would impact the Middlesex Fells Reservation and | am requesting such
be performed. Many of my constituents enjoy the pristine beauty of this resource and
instituting changes that would have long term, possibly irreversible affects, is not only
irresponsible but downright arrogant. Is it any wonder our citizens are concerned about
public agencies being held accountable to taxpayers when indiscriminate decisions are
made affecting their quality of life? Please do not allow DCR to become one of these
agencies.

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature. Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a
comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors. This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and
to ensure the safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells. Changes in trail use proposed by the
Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

Mary Beth McAteer-Margolis



Alderman at Large
City of Melrose

From: Lee Swislow |_]

Sent: Thursday, October 28, 2010 4:14 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Middlesex Fells draft plan

[ appreciate the work involved in creating the draft plan and support much of what is in the
plan.

However, | strongly believe that there should be off leash dog opportunities. I have hiked
extensively in state parks and conservation areas in New Hampshire where dogs must be in
leash or voice control. This includes Bear Brook State Park, on multiuse trails shared by
hikers, mountain bikers, horseback riders and off leash dogs. This is an extremely
workable approach and one I think the DCR should follow in the Fells.

Lee Swislow
I cambridge MA 02139

From: Anthony Gabrielson [_]

Sent: Thursday, October 28, 2010 4:58 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Comments

Hello DCR/Paul,

After reading Middlesex Fells Draft Plan I have serious concerns. While some of these
concerns align well with the plan, one specific item does not. I agree that there are to many
trails in Fells and they need to be reduced and signage improved. I also agree that it is in
the Commonwealths best interest to reduce maintenance costs and increase stakeholder
buy in by formalizing relationships with organizations that do good in the park. With that
said I disagree that some premieére trails should be single use - in this case hiker.

The standard in the Fells should be shared use; perhaps in a few specific areas single use
should be considered. This approach is needed for many reasons including:

1) 1) It has been proven that an undesirable element moves in to areas that are off limits.

2) 2) For stakeholder buy in park access should be fair and equitable, not such that it
eliminates access to the premiere trails in the park just for certain users.

3) 3) Asingle use plan will reduce stakeholder buy in and increase the financial burden in
a time that the Commonwealth cannot afford it.



These reasons just begin to scratch the surface why all or most trails should be multi-use.

I've been Mountain Biking for almost 10 years. In that time period I've become a trail guide
- in the fells and a Mountain Bike Patroller. Over the same period I've ridden many DCR
parks and I've discovered the ones that work the best are the ones that provide fair and
equitable use for all shareholders. Park’s like Lowell Dracut and Lynn Woods should be the
standard and not the exception - they work well and prove there is no reason to reinvent
trail access. I would really like to buy-in to this plan and I will not be able to as it is
currently written.

Thanks for your time,
Anthony Gabrielson

From: Anne Covino Goldenberg [_]
Sent: Thursday, October 28, 2010 5:48 PM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hikingA trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

AA
This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you, Anne Covino Goldenberg

From: anne hilliard [abhpg@verizon.net]
Sent: Thursday, October 28, 2010 7:23 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,



For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors
can experience and appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a
comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety
impacts of opening hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans

for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells resources and
visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure
the safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be
considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

From: Jean Curran [_]

Sent: Thursday, October 28,2010 10:03 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Protect the Fells

Dear Sir/Madam:

[ am writing to oppose the opening of new bike trails. As an avid walker and hiker of the
Fells I feel that more needs to be done to protect the trails and make it a safe place for
walkers, hikers and a place where we can bring our children to enjoy the natural beauty. I
personally have had close encounters with the people who bike the trails and they ride at
high rates of speed and can appear out of nowhere. They are a nuisance and a hazard.
There are many other places for these people to ride their bikes and it shouldn’t be in the
Fells.

Thank you in advance for your consideration.

Jean Curran

Woburn, MA 01801

From: Theron Hermann |_]

Sent: Thursday, October 28,2010 11:11 PM
To: Fellstrail. Comments@state.ma.us



Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where
visitors can experience and appreciate nature. Please do not change Fells trail usage until
after completion of a comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan. A Resource
Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening hikingA
trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells
resources and visitors.A A This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure
the safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells. Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells
Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan. Thank
you,

Theron Hermann

Arlington MA 02474

From: Bruce Schwartzman [_]

Sent: Friday, October 29, 2010 12:53 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Comment about the Draft Plan.

[ wanted to comment on the draft plan. [ have a few comments and a few questions.

1)  Ifthe Friends of the Fells (FOF) wants no major trail changes to occur until the RMP is
completed, then why are they assisting with this project: Bird Meadow Restoration at 90
mm Site . Shouldn’t a RMP have been completed before nature was disturbed. According to
the FOF website the Bird Meadow Restoration meant cutting and clearing land? What are
they restoring? It sounds to me like the Friends of the Fells killed many trees and shrubs so
they could engage in bird watching. I would have hoped that they would leave nature alone
and protect the Fells as their website claims. They state that they are restoring the land to
meadow? Why was it meadow? Because of farming? Because of the 90MM site? Nature
takes its coarse which is to turn a meadow into woods. I find it very hypocritical that the
FOF is worried about existing trials having more usage, but they are fine with artificially
manipulating the forest for their bird watching pleasure?

2)  Ifthe Friends of the Fells (FOF) wants no major trail changes to occur until the RMP is
completed, then why are they assisting with this project: Major Trail work - installing
stairs? It seems that a more natural path would be to not install massive stairs in a forest?
Do deer and fox and turkey like large stairs? I understand water bars and wood walkways
over mud, but massive stairs. I feel like [ am not in the woods when I am hiking and come to
stair cases built by moving huge rocks?

3) Ifthe DCR holds off with any major trail maintenance until a RMP is complete, as
requested by the FOF and their powerful wealthy backers (Sierra Club, Audubon Society),



will the FOF then allow the DCR to make changes to trail usage once the RMP is complete?
Even if it means allowing other users other than hikers to have access to the trails? Or will
they come up with some other argument or lawsuit further wasting tax payers dollars?

This is the real question. I do not fully understand the RMP and I am willing to go along
with the FOF and have it completed first, but only if they put in writing that once the study
is done, that if the DCR decides based on the study to modify some of the existing rules that
the FOF will not fight those changes.

[ use the Fells for the following: hiking, trail running, walking my dogs, running my dogs,
mountain biking, snow shoeing, cross country skiing. I also love observing the wildlife. | am
a multi user. I do not want to Fells to turn into a mountain biking play ground. Just like I do
not want to Fells turned into a dog park, or a x-c ski park or a snow shoe only park. I prefer
to continue to be able to enjoy all aspects of the Fells. I find people on bikes, trail runners,
x-c skiers, people with dogs, bird watchers all mostly pleasant. [ would hate to have any
trails limited for dog use, bike use, hiker use, trail running use. I think the motto should be -
Can’t we all get along? Is Harold State Park a mountain bikers playground?

[ do find it offensive that the DCR is being accused of that by the FOF. (see text below taken
from their website). The DCR has a difficult job to do and they do it well with limited funds.
Keep up the good work and keep striving to maintain a healthy balance of resource usage.

From: Bruce Schwartzman I_]

Sent: Friday, October 29, 2010 1:05 AM

To: friends@fells.org

Cc: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Subject: FW: Comment about the Draft Plan.

Hello Friends of the Fells. [ guess you forgot to put: Mountain biking and hiking damage?

This is the orange trail. | guess all the hikers and FOF people just fly over this? Or do they
walk around it to keep from getting mud on their shoes? How long did this take for the FOF
to fix? It took years. Maybe if FOF spent less of their time and money fighting everyone in
court and more of their time and money on trail work, they would have fixed this before it
got out of hand.

NEMBA would have had this fixed in a month if allowed to do work on this trail. Nice work
FOF.

Trail Restoration Works! (really? I wonder why NEMBA has its own trailer, tools and a
huge supply of young strong workers? What does the FOF have?)

[embedded picture]
Mountain bike damage to hiking trail before bog bridge




From: David Desmond [_]

Sent: Friday, October 29, 2010 1:26 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
David Desmond

From: Eileen Mullen [_]

Sent: Friday, October 29, 2010 7:48 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.



This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

Eileen Mullen
Stoneham, MA

From: Danya Rumore [danya.rumore@fulbrightmail.org]
Sent: Friday, October 29, 2010 9:00 AM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Subject: Comments on the Middlesex Fells draft plan

Dear Department of Conservation and others,

[ am writing to express my strong interest in a more inclusive,
collaborative approach to resource use and environmental management in
the Middlesex Fells. As a scholar and professional in the area of

resource and environmental management, I am disappointed to hear that--
despite all of the recent community discussions, surveys, etc.

regarding potentially altering the Fells management plan and making

the state park more accessible to different resource users--the

current draft Fells plan remains very protectionist and prohibitive. I

am a conservationist and am first and foremost committed to preserving
the quality and integrity of our natural spaces (and, as someone who

has lived in many places throughout the U.S. and abroad and therefore
recognizes what a true gem the Fells is for the Boston Region!);

however,l feel that continuing a protectionist approach in the Fells

will not best achieve true conservation and proactive environmental
management for that area. Instead, I firmly believe that the

management focus needs to be shifted from restricting and 'keeping
people out' toward empowering a variety of resource users to

effectively engage in responsible use and preservation of the park.

Of particular interest, I highly recommend opening more trails to
mountain bike users. I am a mountain biker and have been very
impressed with how committed mountain bikers in the region are to
maintaining trails, protecting fragile areas, and otherwise preserving
the integrity of the Fells. From my experience, it seems that
restricting mountain biking to only the 'mountain biking loop' turns
likely preservationists into illegal resource users, as mountain
bikers choose to illegally use other trails for a lack of other



reasonable options. While I fully believe that not all areas should be
mountain-biker friendly, [ also firmly believe that mountain bikers in

the Fells use the trails respectfully and considerately, and that

engaging and empowering stakeholders such as NEMBA through opening up
more trails to mountain biking use will prove more effective in

achieving long-term sustainable management than will trying to keep

them out (especially as enforcing ineffective restrictions is very

costly and typically is not the most effective use of the DCR's money,

time, and energy).

Additionally, I encourage the DCR to revise the dog regulations for

the Park. While running and riding through the park, I often encounter
dogs who are off leash, and have never had an issue with any
unrestrained dog anywhere in the fells. Nor have I seen any evidence
that these dogs are a harm to the local wildlife, or a danger to the
integrity of the park's ecology. I do think that dog owners must be
responsible for their pets and I am in full support of strong

penalties for irresponsible owners, but feel that imposing on-leash-
only limitations is not effective and needlessly makes responsible dog
owners into law-breakers.

Based upon my studies, research, and professional experience in
community-based environmental management, [ think that the 'solution’
lies in engaging all stakeholders who use and value the Fells, and
encouraging them to be responsible resource users rather than

violating them through imposing needless restrictions on them. And I
hope that the DCR is willing to implement a more innovative, forward-
looking strategy in the Fells that seeks to bring people in and

empower them to be good stewards, rather than trying to keep them out.

[ apologize for the long-winded comment, but effective resource
management is something [ am passionate about and, as someone who is
dedicated to good stewardship of New England's fabulous natural
resources, I truly hope that a more proactive, empowering approach to
management will be implemented in the Middlesex Fells. Please contact
me if you have any concerns or if you or anyone else wishes to discuss
this more.

Thank you for your consideration.

Kindest regards and cheers,

Danya Lee Rumore

Independent Environmental Consultant

M.Sc. Environmental Geography and Environmental Management
2008 Fulbright Grantee to New Zealand




From: amber frame |_]

Sent: Friday, October 29, 2010 10:03 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern, For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where
visitors can experience and appreciate nature. Please do not change Fells trail usage until
after completion of a comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan. A Resource
Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening hiking
trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells
resources and visitors. This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure
the safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells. Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells
Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan. Thank
you,

Amber Frame

From: Scott Malone [_]

Sent: Friday, October 29, 2010 10:03 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells trail plan...

Hello,

[ write to you as a frequent user of the Middlesex Fells to support the plans to change some
of the usage practices. I am a hiker, dog owner and mountain biker and I am glad to see
park management looking toward opening up more sections of trail to mountain bike
users. Mountain bikers, particularly through NEMBA, play an active role in maintaining the
park and by opening more of it to compatible uses like cycling, park management can help
to deter the illicit uses that continue in some parts.

Most of the other parks in Massachusetts allow mountain bikers and hikers to use the same
trails and in the other parks I frequent, this has not led to conflict. Most cyclists are
responsible and courteous to other park users, and that's an experience I've seen both from
the saddle and as a hiker.

Thanks for your hard work in the upkeep of this park. I look forward to the day when more
of it is open to me as a cyclist.

Best regards,
Scott Malone

Cambridge, MA 02139




From: David Zinn [-]

Sent: Friday, October 29, 2010 11:14 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
David Zinn

From: Bob Morrison [_]

Sent: Friday, October 29,2010 11:27 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.



This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

From: Cathy McLaughlin [_]

Sent: Friday, October 29, 2010 11:33 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: fells trails plan comment

To whom it may concern,For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where
visitors can experience and appreciate nature. Please do not change Fells trail usage until
after completion of a comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan. A Resource
Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening hiking
trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells
resources and visitors. This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure
the safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells.Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails
Plan should only be considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan.Thank you,

Catherine McLaughlin
Kumar C Keshavan
Chellamal Keshavan
Jayram Keshavan

Medford,MA 02155

From: Karin Turer |_]

Sent: Friday, October 29, 2010 11:43 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Comments on DCR draft Fells plan

To Whom it May Concern,

[ was at the meeting in Medford in September where the Fells Draft Plan was introduced.

[ am a multi-use user of the Fells. My main use is mountain-biking but I also hike and bird-
watch there. In the winter [ xc-ski there on the rare occasions that it is possible.

In general, I thought the DCR did an excellent job on the Draft plan - I feel it was balanced
well between the needs and desires of the hiking and biking communities.

[ appreciate your putting in writing that all users generally have equal impact on the trails.
[ also think that by shortening the winter bike ban to March only, there is a better chance of
adherance to this. Riding in mud is definitely one way that mtn bikers get a bad reputation.



One thing that I think would help, as I think about possible conflict points between
mountain bikers and hikers, is to work on eliminating the surprise factor. People don't like
to be surprised by a mountain bike suddenly appearing out of nowhere and blasting by. So
I would propose that extra signage (and I'm sure you could work with NEMBA to make this
happen) could be posted in conflict-potential areas. The blind corner in between gates 18
and 19 is the biggest of these, but also other narrow hills with the potential for fast
riding....there's a rocky hill on the mtnbike loop east of gate 19 - a rider coming down that
would certainly spook a hiker. The signage could say something about "Mountain Bikers
please control your speed / share the trail" or something like that. Again, [ think NEMBA
could help with this.

[ had some thoughts about ways to enable that walkers/dogs don't wreck the xc ski tracks
on the few possible ski days in the Fells, but that seems like a lot of work for something

very ephemeral.

Overall, I applaud your plan and think my suggestions could help ease the transition to
increased trail-sharing.

Best regards,
Karin Turer

Arlington, MA 02474

From: JANIS VANHEUKELOM [jvanh2001@yahoo.com]
Sent: Friday, October 29, 2010 1:03 PM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern, For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where
visitors can experience and appreciate nature. Please do not change Fells trail usage until
after completion of a comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan. A Resource
Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening hiking
trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells
resources and visitors. This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure
the safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells. Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells
Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan. Thank
you,

Janis VanHeukelom

Malden, MA 02148

From: Nita Penfold [_]

Sent: Friday, October 29, 2010 3:10 PM



To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern, For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where
visitors can experience and appreciate nature. Please do not change Fells trail usage until
after completion of a comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan. A Resource
Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening hiking
trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells
resources and visitors. This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure
the safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells. Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells
Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan. Thank
you,

Bonita Penfold

From: Giuliana Marcellino |_]

Sent: Friday, October 29, 2010 8:05 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hikingA trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

AA
This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone

who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

From: CELIA SCHULHOFF [lila404@verizon.net]
Sent: Friday, October 29, 2010 8:43 PM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment



To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hikingA trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

AA

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

From: Ann Armstrong [alarmstrong@earthlink.net]
Sent: Friday, October 29, 2010 9:18 PM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Cc: friends@fells.org

Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,For over a century the Fells has served as a
Reservation where visitors can experience and appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a
comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan. A Resource Management
Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening hiking
trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all
regulations to protect Fells resources and visitors. This is

essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the

safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells.Changes in trail use proposed

by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a full
Resource Management Plan.Thank you, Ann Armstrong Belmont, MA

From: Elizabeth Golding [_]

Sent: Saturday, October 30,2010 7:55 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Mountain Biking in The Fells

I moved to Melrose from Cambridge 8 years ago, in large part, because
of The Fells. I hike there most Sundays throughout the year. Like most



people who visit the Fells regularly, I love it. My husband and I plan
to leave money from our estate for improvements to The Fells.

[ believe that The Fells should be used by all people for various

types of recreation. However, allowing mountain bikers on all the
trails is a very bad idea. From a purely selfish point of view, it

changes my hike from a quiet, wilderness experience to one where the
bikers, typically a small pack of young men, are racing each other and
are charging up from behind, shouting at me to move out of their way
QUICKLY. I can move quickly, but not everyone can - which poses a
safety risk. Mountain biking disturbs the wildlife, tramples the fauna
and widens the trails. [ don't begrudge the enjoyment people get from
mountain biking, but can't we please continue to limit it to specific
areas so The Fells doesn't become a giant mountain biking course with
some trees?

The Fells already has many visitors who leave their detritus (I have
found bike parts). Even well-intentioned bikers are not going to stop
and pick up any garbage and garbage is, as you know, a problem in The
Fells.

Sincerely and Worriedly,
Elizabeth Golding

From: [N (1

Sent: Saturday, October 30, 2010 4:42 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hikingA trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

AA

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.



Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Hugh and Rosamond Parks

Stonaham,Ma.02180

From: [ [

Sent: Saturday, October 30,2010 9:06 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern, For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where
visitors can experience and appreciate nature. Please do not change Fells trail usage until
after completion of a comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan. A Resource
Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening hiking
trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells
resources and visitors. This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure
the safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells. Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells
Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan. Thank
you,

Gerard Brown

Melrose, MA 02176

From: Peter Braun [_]

Sent: Sunday, October 31, 2010 12:56 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.



This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Peter Braun, MD

Arlington, MA 02474

From: Joseph ]J. Hansen [-]
Sent: Sunday, October 31, 2010 6:05 AM

To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Joseph ] Hansen

Lexington Strategic Associates
, Lexington, MA 02421-5802

From: Juliana R. Smith |_]

Sent: Sunday, October 31, 2010 4:51 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Cc: friends@fells.org



Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment
To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hikingA trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to
protect Fells resources and visitors.

AA

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,
Juliana and Roger Smith

Winchester

From: lloyd thayer (|| G

Sent: Sunday, October 31, 2010 6:45 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trails Plan Comment

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where
visitors can experience and appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a
comprehensive Fells Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety
impacts of opening hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans

for enforcement of all regulations to protect Fells resources and
visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure



the safety of everyone who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be
considered as part of a full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,

lloyd Thayer

From: Ryan King []

Sent: Monday, November 01, 2010 1:50 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)

Subject: Fells Trails Comments

October 15, 2010
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation

Firstly, let me thank DCR, and those who have expended personal time and energy to
ensure continued wellbeing of the Middlesex Fells.

[ appreciate the effort that has been made to revise and implement the trail system plan.
Additionally, I appreciate the openness with which DCR has listened to the groups involved.

[ have evaluated the entire proposal, as well as information provided by the Friends of the
Fells and NEMBA.

[ am a frequent hiker and mountain biker at the Fells.

To be honest, I find the actions of my fellow hikers to be base and embarrassing. Often,
when speaking with fellow hikers, | hear comments intimating that ‘the park must be
closed to bikers’. When cycling, I often hear rude comments, have people tell me to ‘get off
the trails’, or meet hikers who will not let me pass. It seems to me that the attitude of the
FOF is ‘bikers must be banned’.

These activities and attitudes are not constructive.

Rather, I would like to commend the DCR on taking a more ‘scientific’ approach to trail
allocation. Land managers must consider the opinions and concerns of the people who use
their trails. However, when individuals make unsubstantiated allegations regarding natural
resource damage to justify the prioritization of their type of trail use, their motives must be
called into question.

Objective information must be the basis for sound policy decisions. The results of scientific
studies can provide land managers with a better understanding of user impacts, and should
guide political debate and public policy.



As is mentioned in the report, numerous scientific studies have demonstrated equivalent
environmental impact of cycling, hiking, and horse-back riding.

Yet, there continues to be a push for ‘hiker-only’ trails.

My view is that responsible users should have equal access to trails regardless of which
activity they chose to enjoy upon them. Use and enjoyment of a natural resource should not
be restricted to satisfy the interests of a single group. Rather, rules regarding use and
enjoyment of a natural resource should be based on the preservation of that resource such
that ALL users may enjoy it for years to come.

Regarding some of the individual recommendations:

. The mud season ban should extend to all users, on all single track trails. However,
all fireroad and dry sections should remain open to all traffic.

. Closure of any section of trail must be reasonable and appropriately justified. This
will promote acceptance of the restrictions by all users. It is stated within the report, that
“Perhaps the most difficult aspect of user behavior in the Fells, from a management
perspective, is a pervasive attitude that posted rules don’t always apply”. If a trail is closed
to any group (hikers and bikers alike) that is unreasonable, or based on inappropriate
justification, it can be expected that users will break that rule, and continue to use the trail.
This promotes disregard for the rules in general, which will lead to trail damage. (This is
similar to it being ‘acceptable to litter in a area that looks like a dump’. We all agree that it
is never acceptable to litter, yet areas that have trash on the sidewalk continue to have
trash thrown on the sidewalk).

. If individual trails are to be reserved for a single activity this should be the
exception, rather than the rule. In rare cases, and only when necessary, a policy such as “all
of the marked trails are open to all users with the exception of trail A, B and C which are
open to hikers only, and trail D which is open to cyclists only” would seem most
appropriate. This approach instills the mindset that all users are equal. The current system
(“all trails are closed to cyclists except...”) continues to promote the notion that the Fells is
primarily for hikers.

. The Skyline trail is an integral component of the park, and thus, should be open to
all users.
. Virginia Wood is an integral component of the park for cyclists and hikers. Its

restriction would prevent cyclists from doing a complete loop around the Fells. [ am
concerned that its closure will be construed as ‘unreasonable’ and thus its use will continue
despite a restriction. I would like to point out that this would also be the case if Virginia
wood was designated as ‘Cyclist only’; you can expect hikers to continue to use it.



. Separating park use by time/day of the week will be cumbersome and will continue
to promote the idea that all users are not created equal.

Thank you again for your time and effort.

[ look forward to being able to enjoy the Fells as a cyclist and a hiker. And I look forward to
the day when the two groups are treated equally.

Ryan King

From: Maciej Sobieszek (|| G

Sent: Monday, November 01, 2010 4:35 PM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: comments to Fells draft plan

[ attach a copy of my comments to DCR draft plan
Dear Paul Jahnige,

First off, thanks a lot for spending so much time on this piece of land. It must be one of the
most studied properties in Massachusetts!

Here are my comments to DCR’s recommendation:

6.1

Yes, absolutely close trails that have dead ends or are near sensitive areas and those
spider-webs

“No net gain” plan as [ understand DCR will close as an example 300ft of trail if 100ft are to
be build, how soon, is there a time window for this to happen? Between closing old and
opening of new trail?

6.3

Yes, new maps are a must, for download or to purchase at local stores such as REI and bike
shops and even local supermarkets. New signs with length of trails marked, expected users
you may encounter (exactly as in appendix I): perfect! Trail blazing brought up to standard,
so there is lot less confusion for the users.

6.4

Figure out a legal way through MWRA's property, this is the only way to get from one side
to other for number of reasons such as cutting your trip shorter

Mud season closure just for bikes? How about other user groups? I do like the fact that it’s
only during thawing season in March.

6.5
More parking yes please, but let’s not implement day use fee. This would just create more
illegal parking around those areas. There is so much parking at Bear Hill and Boston



Regional Medical Center, working with local land owners to increase it is a good idea.
Another thing to look at is when (if ever) this property gets redeveloped, it should be legal
to park there to access Fells.

Access from Flynn Rink to Fells near Quarter mile pond, yes I like that the sooner the
better.

6.6

I'm pretty sure all “hard core” users that are close to their stakeholder groups are very well
aware of trail etiquette. | would point out to occasional user not tied to any group, so
posting of these at trail heads makes all the sense! So it’s clearly visible to all, especially to
novices or newcomers.

Trail ambassador = DCR’s ranger that’s just my opinion and yes they should be more
present at peak times, to educate and enforce if needed.

6.7

I'm not so convinced about police on trails, but again it’s just my opinion.

Number of dogs per walker it’s a good idea to limit and I'm all for designating a large area
for “off leash K-9 users”

6.8

Virginia woods as pedestrian area only, how about letting bikers use one trail to get from
Whip Hill area to reservoirs

[ don’t think it’s a good idea to have separate times for different groups of users

[ agree on separating Mountain Bike loop from skyline trail and getting rid of junctions.

6.9

Yes for bikes in Dark Hollow on existing trails and close that spider-web! And use those
miles of trails some other place more suitable and sustainable.

Orange trail multiuse YES! And let’s work on Cross Fells and Crystal springs in near future
too. I would even push for multiuse on Skyline and Rock Circuit. There aren’t that many
bikers that can handle this type of trail so the impact on them would be minimal, as it is
from any user group.

6.10
And finally I'm for letting those dogs off the leash! Let them run! But do it some manageable
way at Sheepfold but again not time restrained.

Few more things

After sunset use by mountain bikers, I don’t think we are looking to use Fells at midnight or
middle of night but rather to somewhat to extend ride times in autumn months when
weather is still worm and sun goes down early.

Here is an example of good trail design in Manchester, NH
http://www.fomba.org/files/trail-map.pdf loops at different difficulty levels, length
coming off fire roads not so interesting to someone traveling by foot but rather to someone
traveling on two wheels that can cover more distance. This is a good way to keep specific
trail users in their “places”



And please don’t let Friends of Fells get away with stalling tactic of waiting for full RMP
process to be completed before implementing smaller steps in the right direction
Maciej Sobieszek,

Stoneham MA
“local rider and hiker”

From: Wesley Ward [mailto:-]

Sent: Monday, November 01, 2010 5:11 PM
To: 'Jahnige, Paul (DCR)'

Subject: FW: Paul Jhnige

Paul - this is my attempt at clarifying our position on the Fells. I hope this is helpful to DCR
in managing the Fells issues.
[See “TTOR Comment 11-1-10.pdf]

Wes

###Wesley T. Ward

Vice President for Land and Community Conservation
Doyle Conservation Center

The Trustees of Reservations

464 Abbott Avenue

Leominster, Massachusetts 01453-5446

From: Silvestri, Lorenzo [_]

Sent: Tuesday, November 02, 2010 8:45 AM
To: 'Fellstrail. Comments@state.ma.us'
Subject: Draft Fells Trails Plan

Dear DCR,

It has been very exciting for local MB riders the news regarding the project to enlarge some
terrain for bikers at the Fells.

The Fells has historically been seen by the outdoor enthusiasts as a special retreat area
located just a few miles from the big city, affordable, attractive and very appreciated by
users of all ages. In some ways, it is the only one park around the metropolitan area where
people with different interests can gather together for all year round activities such as,
mountain biking, hiking, family picnic enthusiasts, dog’s walking etc. The beauty of the
place is that everybody has the possibility to share this natural context with respect of all
other people’s interests. The recent obstacle plotted out by non biker local Organizations
operated behind the scene has put a dark veil on the positive atmosphere of the park.



As a biker, outdoor enthusiast and good citizen, [ was shocked by the discriminative effort
of certain Organizations towards MB riders at the Fells.

NEMBA has always tried to operate in full respect of local or state policies by engaging
mountain bikers toward a respectful, nature oriented, use of the trails at the Fells. I firmly
believe that a regulated enlargement of the trails able to be used by all people, including
MB riders, is a great way to help people to get in contact with the nature, teach them how to
respect the natural environment and help them to adopt a healthy life style. Discriminating
among the potential users of the park is not sign of a wise, democratic policy.

[ hope that DCR will be able to clarify some existing issues on this changes and to embrace a
democratic line of action which can take into account the expectations of all the users of the
Fells, mountain bikers included. It will be the responsibility of the various local
Associations and, ultimately, of the single individuals, to instruct the users on a courteous
behavior and respectful use of the trails for the sake of everybody.

Also, I am confident that NEMBA will offer his contribution to help restoring some of the
most hazardous trails in the park and organize events to help people gathering together
with sympathy and reciprocal respect. An educated mountain biker share the same vision
of any other outdoor enthusiasts at the Fells: fun and respect toward the environment so to
have the chances to return and enjoy the experience in the future.

Very truly,
Lorenzo Silvestri

From: Diego Ibarra I_]

Sent: Tuesday, November 02, 2010 3:42 PM
To: friends@fells.com; Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Trail Comment Copy

Dear www.fells.org,

Once you start to believe that supporting the position of the Friends of the Fells should be
the most appropriate thing, one sees that it really has no objectivity and its one more piece
of a two-sided argument between the moutainbikers and walkers/hikers.

[ am writing to say that [ am deeply disappointed about what I'm reading in your site
(www.fells.org). Not to say it is irresponsible to state arguments which -to my knowledge-
are not such.

1-"And conversion of nearly all the rest of hiking trails to bike use in the near future”

2-"DCR Proposes creating new mountain bike trails through undisturbed woodlands"



To my knowledge, there is not statement of making every trail a biking trail -short or long
term.

Also, I believe the draft is clear to say that no new trails will be created for bicycle riding on
currently non-trail undisturbed areas.

I believe it is extremely important to develop an integral environmental impact assessment
of all activities carried out by the community at the Fells and make a Plan accordingly. This
plan should include all and every community concern and activity, such as: a) guaranty
environmental sustainability and local ecosystems b) provide the peaceful, quite
environment users seek c) at the time of creating alternative trails for other -community
oriented uses- to satisfy everyone’s needs equally, again guarantying a sustainable
ecosystem.

It is sad to see that there is no inclusive proposition from any local organization, rather a
campaign of misinforming the community.

Sincerely,
Diego
Walk/Hike/Photograph/ and friend of people who ride in the Fells.

From: Camille C |_]

Sent: Wednesday, November 03, 2010 8:22 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Fells Reservation

To whom it may concern,

For over a century the Fells has served as a Reservation where visitors can experience and
appreciate nature.

Please do not change Fells trail usage until after completion of a comprehensive Fells
Resource Management Plan.

A Resource Management Plan would consider environmental and safety impacts of opening
hiking trails to bike use, and would include plans for enforcement of all regulations to

protect Fells resources and visitors.

This is essential to protect Fells plant and wildlife, and to ensure the safety of everyone
who enjoys the Fells.

Changes in trail use proposed by the Fells Trails Plan should only be considered as part of a
full Resource Management Plan.

Thank you,



Camille Chesnick

B stoneham, MA 02180

From: Walter Kittredge |_]

Sent: Wednesday, November 03,2010 10:52 AM
To: Comments, Fellstrail (DCR)
Subject: Wilderness Solitude

"However, the Fells is a popular and heavily used destination. It is not a wilderness area.
While users may be able to find moments of solitude in the Fells at certain places, seasons
or times of the day, users should not necessarily expect to find solitude in all instances, nor
expect that moments of solitude might not be disturbed by other users." [p. 28]

Wilderness: An unsettled, uncultivated region left in its natural condition, especially:
A large wild tract of land covered with dense vegetation or forests.
A piece of land set aside to grow wild.

The Middlesex Fells Reservation certainly meets this definition of wilderness, and the fact
that it exists in a suburban setting is cause for wonder and celebration, rather than this
summary dismissal by our own Department of Conservation. It's true that if you stand on
the edge looking outward you may be looking at the sprawling city, but turn around on
Pinnacle Rock and you will be looking at a sea of green trees stretching northward for
miles. Since its inception the Fells Forest hasn't been logged, leaving the trees to grow to
giant status, and for nature to direct itself, growing wild and untamed. Bobcats and
Beavers, Fishers and Owls call it home, recognizing its wildness as suitable habitat. This
wild Fells is not an Urban Park, with planted trees, clipped shrubs, mowed lawns, and
paved paths.

It is heavily used by people, particularly in the areas around the larger parking lots. But in
the rest of the Fells, finding solitude is more common than not, to the extent sometimes
that I wish I were "disturbed" by a fellow traveler, because it seems a terrible waste that I
alone am enjoying this wild place full of beauty. In many times and places I have gone for
hours on end without seeing anyone in the Fells Forest, and if [ choose to, I can do so on a
regular basis.

In this world of impermanence there are few things that don't change, but there are some
that carry an eternal resonance within us, that touch a deeper chord, like this grand old
Fells Forest. Those woods and boulders, streams and birds, are always there whenever we
choose to turn to them. Dipping into a world that changes at a much slower pace and scale,
we form a bond with the land; an old gnarly tree hanging onto a ledge, the quiet hollow by a
pond, where dragonflies ply the air like brilliant flying jewels. What peace of mind we can
know at these times, when we connect with the forest's timelessness. Serenity? Solitude?
These are ours for the asking, and the forest always answers yes.



That is, unless we despoil it by ignoring it's beauty, leaving our workaday trash in our
wake, our animal's waste polluting the soil and air, or bringing our metal machines into
every last corner of the green world, where their noise and speed are dissonant. When we
do these things we ignore the sacredness of the earth, of that relationship we have with it.
We were born of the earth and will go back to it. It nurtures us with pure food and water
and fresh air that we take for granted as our birthright. But it is every generation's
birthright, not just our own. If the future Fells Forest of our children and our children's
children is not to be industrially bleak, we must learn to cherish it, protect it from misuse,
and nurture it back.

"Without plants there is no life. The functioning of the planet, and our survival, depends
upon plants.” UN Convention on Biological Diversity, 29 